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By Julie Pace 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 

I n heated exchanges with his national secu¬ 
rity team in recent weeks, President Donald 
Trump repeatedly made clear he saw little 
incentive for the United States to be involved 
in Syria’s intractable civil war. 

Then he pushed the U.S. military back into the 
quagmire. 

SEE STAYING ON PAGE 5 
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Staying power 


Trump finds leaving Syria 
is easier said than done 


Inside: 

■ Defiant Syrians say attacks 
haven’t shaken resolve, Page 5 


Syrian government supporters wave Syrian, Iranian and Russian flags during 
demonstrations in the Syrian capital, Damascus, on Saturday in a show of 
defiance following a wave of U.S., British and French military strikes to punish 
President Bashar Assad for a suspected chemical attack against civilians. 


Concerns remain as first ever US-North Korea summit looms 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Denucle¬ 
arization may have been the magic 
word that helped persuade President 
Donald Trump to agree to a summit 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un. 

However, concerns about what 
Kim’s regime means by that term 
have cast a shadow over the historic 
meeting. 

In extending the invitation for 
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Strike on 
Syria could 
complicate 
NK talks 
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talks, North Korea expressed a will 
to denuclearize in exchange for se¬ 
curity guarantees, according to the 
South Korean envoys who met with 
Kim in Pyongyang. 

That traditionally has meant the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops and an end 
to Washington’s long-standing agree¬ 
ment to use its nuclear assets to pro¬ 
tect the South if necessary. 

U.S. and South Korean officials, 
meanwhile, insist their alliance is 
stronger than ever, and the ultimate 


objective is the complete, verifiable 
and irreversible dismantling of the 
North’s nuclear weapons program. 

Experts say Pyongyang is likely to 
demand a steep price after demon¬ 
strating rapid progress in its weap¬ 
ons program with dozens of missile 
tests and two underground nuclear 
explosions last year. 

“Those who have negotiated nucle¬ 
ar matters with Pyongyang know that 
Kim’s words were a familiar North 
Korean demand to end the ‘threat’ 


posed by the U.S.-South Korea alli¬ 
ance, the presence of U.S. troops in 
Korea, and the nuclear umbrella that 
defends South Korea and Japan,” 
Evans Revere, a former senior State 
Department official for East Asia, 
wrote in a recent commentary. 

The presence of some 28,500 
U.S. servicemembers in South 
Korea is the cornerstone of the al¬ 
liance that was forged in the 1950- 
53 Korean War, which ended in an 

SEE CONCERNS ON PAGE 3 
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Navy extends time 
for female sailors to 
convert to sub force 



Kenneth G. TAKADA/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Chief Culinary Specialist Dominique Saavedra, assigned to the USS 
Michigan, is pinned with her enlisted submarine qualification during 
a ceremony in 2016. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has extended the 
deadline for female enlisted sail¬ 
ors to convert to submarine force 
ratings. 

Sailors in ranks E-l to E-8 now 
have until June 1 to apply, the 
Navy announced last week. The 
deadline had been April 11. 

This is the fourth round of fe¬ 
male sailor selections for conver¬ 
sion to submarine force ratings. 
The Navy said selections from 
this round of applications would 
be for initial integration in 2019 
of the USS Georgia, an Ohio-class 
submarine from Kings Bay, Ga. 
Selections will also go to fill open¬ 
ings on the previously integrated 
subs, Florida and Michigan, be¬ 
cause of the rotation of personnel 


to shore duty. The USS Florida, an 
Ohio-class cruise missile subma¬ 
rine, is also homeported in Kings 
Bay, while the USS Michigan, an 
Ohio-class nuclear-powered bal¬ 
listic missile submarine, sails out 
of Bangor, Wash. 

The Navy lifted the ban on 
women serving on submarines in 
2010. Soon afterward the service 
began bringing female officers on 
board. The first group of enlisted 
women started serving on board 
the Michigan in 2016, followed by 
the Florida. 

The Navy says that by 2020 it 
plans to have about 550 enlisted 
women serving on board seven 
Ohio-class subs, comprising 20 
percent of crews. 

Officials say the transition has 
mostly gone well except for an 
incident aboard the USS Wyo¬ 


ming, where male sailors were 
prosecuted in 2015 for secretly 
videotaping female officers and 
trainees in the shower and chang¬ 
ing rooms. 

Sailors from all communities 
are eligible to apply for subma¬ 
rine service as part of the latest 
announcement, the Navy said. 
Applicants are urged to submit 
applications as soon as possible 


since available rating quotes 
will be filled as applications are 
processed. 

More information about the Na¬ 
vy’s announcement can be found 
at http://www.public.navy.mil/ 
bupers-npc/reference/messag- 
es/Documents/NAVADMINS/ 
NAV2018/NAV18091.txt. 


svan.jennifer@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Aviano 

reopens 

recruiting 

office 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— American citizens living in 
southern Europe should now find 
it easier to meet and talk with re¬ 
cruiters about a career in the Air 
Force. 

The service on Friday reopened 
its recruiting office in Aviano, 
which was shut down more than 
eight years ago. 

The Aviano office, which will get 
a permanent recruiter later this 
year, will be temporarily staffed 
by personnel from RAF Laken- 
heath, England, and Ramstein 
Air Base and U.S. Army Garrison 
Stuttgart, Germany. Those are 
the only other Air Force recruit¬ 
ing centers in Europe. 

The recruiter at Aviano is ex¬ 
pected to draw interest from 
military communities through¬ 
out Italy and from Americans 
living in countries around the 
Mediterranean. 

The reopening of the recruiting 
office was marked with a ribbon¬ 
cutting ceremony. 

Among those attending were 
Brig. Gen. Lance Landrum, com¬ 
mander of the 31st Fighter Wing; 
Col. Robert Trayers, vice com¬ 
mander of Air Force recruiting; 
and Col. Isreal Askew, command¬ 
er of the 360th Recruiting Group 
that covers the northeast U.S. and 
Europe. 

news@stripes.com 


Osan support unit commander relieved of her duties 



By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea 
— The commander of a support unit 
at America’s largest air base in South 
Korea has been relieved of her duties, 
an Air Force statement said. 

Col. Kerry Proulx, commander of 
the Osan-based 51st Mission Support 
Group, was relieved Friday due to a 


loss of confidence in her ability to ef¬ 
fectively lead, the statement said. 

“This was a tremendously difficult 
and unfortunate decision to make, 
but it’s the right direction for the 51st 
Fighter Wing,” Col. William Betts, 
the wing’s commander, said in the 
statement. 

Officials wouldn’t give specifics as 
to why Betts lost confidence in Proulx, 


who had been overseeing 2,600 per¬ 
sonnel in the support group’s five 
squadrons including security forces 
since July 2016. 

Col. Kevin Mantovani will assume 
command of the unit Tuesday, the 
statement said. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MarcusFichtl 


TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup... 

.16 

Business. 

.18 

Classified. 

... 19, 23 

Comics. 

.22 

Crossword. 

.22 

Faces. 

.17 

Opinion. 

....20-21 

Sports. 

....24-32 

Weather. 

.18 


STARSOSTRIPES 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

[ ADVERTISING 

1 

KRISTI KIMMEL [ 

kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 

[ +49(0)631-3615-9013 | 

MIDDLE EAST 

[ ADVERTISING 


KRISTI KIMMEL [ 

kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 

| +49(0)631-3615-9013 


PACIFIC 

ICHIRO 


ADVERTISING 


KATAYANAGI | CustomerHel P @Stri P es com | +81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


i t PCSing? STARS giSTRIPES 

RELOCATION GUIDE 

Every Friday in the European and Pacific editions 
of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 
www.stripes.com/relo 











































Monday, April 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 3 


PACIFIC 


Trump and Abe 
to meet ahead of 
N. Korea summit 



Marcus FicHTL/Stars ai 


Soldiers with the 2nd Infantry Division train at Camp Casey, South Korea. Experts say North Korea could 
make the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the South one of its conditions for denuclearization. 

Concerns: Expectations low for 
meeting between North Korea and US 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

It’s also one of the key reasons 
China maintains support for its 
defiant communist protege, fear¬ 
ing a collapse of the North Korean 
regime would bring the Ameri¬ 
cans closer to its doorstep. 

Beijing has denounced the 
North’s nuclear program and 
signed onto punishing U.N. eco¬ 
nomic sanctions aimed at stopping 
it. But President Xi Jinping met 
with Kim last month in his first 
trip abroad since taking power in 
2011. 

Trump thanked China for its 
help Thursday, saying “they’ve 
been really terrific at helping us 
get to some kind of settlement.” 

But China is probably still try¬ 
ing to counter U.S. influence in the 
region despite the overtures, said 
Oriana Skylar Mastro, a security 
expert at the American Enter¬ 
prise Institute. 

“Beijing could demand that the 
United States soothe North Ko¬ 
rea’s security concerns by ceas¬ 
ing U.S.-South Korean military 
exercises, reducing the U.S. mili¬ 
tary presence in South Korea and 
normalizing relations with Pyong¬ 
yang,” she said in an article for 
Foreign Affairs magazine. 

Kim told the Chinese during his 
visit to Beijing that the issue of de¬ 
nuclearization can be resolved if 
South Korea and the United States 
“create an atmosphere of peace 
and stability while taking pro¬ 
gressive and synchronous mea¬ 
sures for the realization of peace,” 
the official Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

It didn’t elaborate, but the South 
Korean envoys who relayed the 
summit invitation said the North 


made clear it wouldn’t need nu¬ 
clear weapons “as long as military 
threats to the North are elimi¬ 
nated and the regime’s security is 
guaranteed.” 

Neither side has outlined an 
agenda for the first U.S.-North 
Korea summit, which Trump has 
said will occur in May or June. 

“If such ‘measures’ are, for ex¬ 
ample, to include withdrawal of 
U.S. forces and denouncing U.S.- 
[South Korea] alliance, that would 
be clearly unacceptable,” Georgy 
Toloraya, a former Russian dip¬ 
lomat who spent many years in 
North Korea, said in an article 
posted Friday on the 38North 
blog. 

With so little time to prepare, 
pundits say it’s unlikely that the 
meeting will produce a break¬ 
through agreement, although the 
sides could put forward confi¬ 
dence-building measures. 

“The United States and North 
Korea can reach incremental but 
significant agreements based on 
verifiable and irreversible mutual 
concessions, though falling short 
of complete denuclearization,” 
Toloraya wrote. 

Critics say the North already 
has made gains after the allies 
agreed to delay joint war games 
to facilitate its participation in the 
Olympics and ease rising tensions. 
The military exercises resumed 
earlier this month at a lower pro¬ 
file and shorter duration than in 
past years. 

The summit itself also could be 
considered a victory of sorts since 
North Korea has long sought a 
seat at the table with a sitting U.S. 
president. 

Mike Pompeo, Trump’s nomi¬ 
nee for secretary of state, said 
Thursday that the U.S. would not 


relax sanctions or offer other con¬ 
cessions until the North agrees to 
dismantle its nuclear program. 

“It is the intention of the presi¬ 
dent and the administration not to 
do that this time, to make sure that 
... before we provide rewards, we 
get the outcome permanently, ir¬ 
reversibly, that it is that we hope to 
achieve,” he said during his Sen¬ 
ate confirmation hearing. “It is a 
tall order, but I am hopeful that 
President Trump can achieve that 
through sound diplomacy.” 

The issue of the U.S. presence 
on the peninsula has been central 
in previous talks with the North 
that collapsed in 2009. 

Trump has raised the stakes by 
hinting he may be open to with¬ 
drawing American troops as part 
of trade negotiations with the 
South. 

“We lose money on trade, and 
we lose money on the military. 
We have right now 32,000 soldiers 
between North and South Korea. 
Let’s see what happens,” he was 
quoted by The Washington Post 
as saying during a fundraising 
speech last month. 

While analysts said it was likely 
a negotiating tactic, the president 
made similar threats on the cam¬ 
paign trail, raising concern in 
Seoul about his commitment to 
the alliance. 

Victor Cha, a former adviser on 
North Korean affairs under Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush’s administra¬ 
tion, warned the stakes are high. 

“If this summit fails, it could 
take us a step closer to armed con¬ 
flict,” he said Thursday during a 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
hearing. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


By David Nakamura 
and Anna Fifield 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump will 
welcome Japanese Prime Min¬ 
ister Shinzo Abe to Mar-a-Lago 
this week in an effort to shore up 
their relationship amid strains in 
the U.S.-Japan alliance ahead of 
Trump’s potential summit with 
the leader of North Korea. 

Abe is set to arrive Tuesday at 
Trump’s resort in Palm Beach, 
Fla., for two days of meetings as 
concerns mount in Tokyo that 
Trump’s risky diplomatic gambit 
with Kim Jong Un could under¬ 
mine Japan’s security. Abe also 
was blindsided by Trump’s deci¬ 
sion not to grant Japan a waiver on 
new steel and aluminum tariffs, 
as he did for other U.S. allies. 

The double-whammy amount¬ 
ed to a gut punch for Abe and 
left some in Tokyo questioning 
his strategy of cozying up to the 
mercurial American president. 
Abe was the first foreign leader 
to visit Trump after the election, 
and the two have met and spoken 
20 times — more interactions 
than Trump has had with any 
other world leader. 

Now, the question is whether 
Abe’s influence will endure in 
the face of the whirlwind geopo¬ 
litical maneuvering of East Asian 
leaders, including South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in, a liberal 
who has led the push for more 
diplomatic engagement with the 
Kim regime, to the consterna¬ 
tion of Tokyo. Moon and Kim 
are scheduled to meet later this 
month, and Kim recently visited 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing. 

Takao Toshikawa, a veteran 
political journalist in Tokyo, said 
the conservative Abe’s immedi¬ 
ate task was to use his face time 
with Trump to ameliorate fears 
of “Japan passing” — the notion 
that the United States is prepared 
to downgrade its bedrock securi¬ 
ty ally in favor of other priorities. 
Toshikawa employed the phrase 
“Japan dissing” to describe 
Trump’s recent moves. 

“If Trump makes rapid progress 
in his talks with Kim, that could 
put Abe in a very disadvantageous 
position. Abe is afraid of that,” To¬ 
shikawa said. “So Abe should tell 
Trump that Japan and the U.S. 
need to act as one and urge Trump 
to understand Japan’s position on 
North Korean issues, as well as 
economic issues.” 

Trump aides played down sug¬ 
gestions of a rift. The two leaders 
will open with a bilateral meet¬ 
ing, followed by several working 
sessions that include their nation¬ 
al security teams. Topics include 
trade, energy and China, as well 
as North Korea. Among those ex¬ 
pected on the U.S. side are nation¬ 


al security adviser John Bolton, 
U.S. Trade Representative Rob¬ 
ert Lighthizer and Vice President 
Mike Pence. 

“I don’t think it’s accurate to 
describe the need for ‘repair 
work,’ ” a Trump administra¬ 
tion official told reporters Friday, 
speaking on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity. “We manage frictions as 
they come. Overall, the relation¬ 
ship has never been better.” 

That appears to be an open 
question. 

On North Korea, Abe is deter¬ 
mined to set guardrails for Trump 
in his talks with Kim. In visits to 
Washington over the past several 
weeks, Japanese government of¬ 
ficials have emphasized that the 
United States must maintain 
tough economic sanctions on the 
North and not reward Pyongyang 
merely for its willingness to talk. 

Japanese officials are intent 
on ensuring that Trump pushes 
to reduce the threat posed by the 
North’s short- and medium-range 
missiles, in addition to its nuclear 
arsenal and intercontinental bal¬ 
listic missiles. And Abe also will 
emphasize human rights, includ¬ 
ing the unresolved abductions of 
at least 13 Japanese by North Ko¬ 
rean agents in the 1970s and ’80s. 

Michael Green, who served as 
senior Asia director at the Na¬ 
tional Security Council in the 
George W. Bush administration, 
said Japanese officials told him 
Abe will “warn about the rhetori¬ 
cal traps Kim will set that would 
be extremely damaging to Japan. 
One would be accepting Kim Jong 
Un’s promise to denuclearize the 
Korean Peninsula. That does not 
mean anything.” 

Abe has pursued a strategy that 
his best bet on influencing Trump 
is through constant reinforce¬ 
ment. Abe was at Mar-a-Lago in 
February 2017 when North Korea 
launched its first missile test of 
the Trump administration. 

Some Japanese officials close 
to Abe are relieved that Bolton, a 
North Korea hawk, has replaced 
H.R. McMaster, expecting him to 
reinforce Abe’s views. Bolton has 
already met with Japanese and 
South Korean officials. 

On trade, Japanese analysts 
have suggested Trump hopes to 
use the tariffs as leverage to force 
Tokyo to open talks on a bilateral 
free-trade agreement — some¬ 
thing the Abe administration has 
strenuously opposed. 

There was a small sign of po¬ 
tential good news for Abe last 
week when Trump instructed 
aides to examine the possibility 
of the United States re-entering 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, an 
11-nation trade deal from which 
Trump withdrew potential U.S. 
membership in his first week in 
office. 
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Experts: Syria strikes might 
bolster Kim's nukes resolve 


Today it’s a strike on Syria. What’s going 
to stop him (President Donald Trump) from 
bombing Iran or North Korea next? f 

Sen. Tim Kaine 

D-Va. 


Courtesy of Korean Central News Agency 

Some experts say the U.S.-led airstrikes punishing Syrian President 
Bashar Assad for an apparent chemical attack against civilians could 
undermine talks with South Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump may have just 
given North Korea’s leader a new 
excuse not to give up his nuclear 
weapons, experts say. 

The North has long maintained 
that its nuclear and missile pro¬ 
grams are needed for self-de¬ 
fense against a U.S. attack, with 
some 28,500 American service- 
members poised across the heav¬ 
ily fortified border that divides 
the peninsula. 

The U.S.-led targeted airstrikes 
punishing Syrian President 
Bashar Assad for an apparent 
chemical attack against civilians 
were exactly the type of assault 
that Kim Jong Un’s regime fears. 

Experts say that could under¬ 
mine the U.S. administration’s 
goal of persuading Kim to aban¬ 
don his nuclear ambitions just 
weeks ahead of a planned summit 
between the two leaders. 

Kim “may view this as added 
justification for possessing nucle¬ 
ar weapons, as a way to deter this 
type of intervention,” said Cathe¬ 
rine Dill, a defense analyst at the 
Middlebury Institute of Interna¬ 
tional Studies in Monterey, Calif. 

“Similarly, it may weaken the 
general international position of 
the U.S. at a crucial time lead¬ 
ing up to negotiations, especially 
if U.N. hours are spent discuss¬ 
ing this strike rather than North 
Korea,” she added. 

The Libya effect 

North Korean officials have 
pointed to NATO airstrikes that 
led to the downfall of Libyan lead¬ 
er Moammar Gadhafi years after 
he agreed to give up his nuclear 
weapons as justification for their 
position. 

Gadhafi, who brutally sup¬ 
pressed his people, agreed in 
2003 to eliminate his weapons of 
mass destruction. But the dicta¬ 
tor was ousted and killed in 2011 
after the international communi¬ 
ty intervened to support protest¬ 


ers against his rule. 

At the time, North Korea called 
the West’s deal with Libya a bait- 
and-switch approach and warned 
the crisis amounted to a “grave 
lesson” that “one should have 
power to defend peace.” 

North Korea is believed to have 
its own massive stockpile of bio¬ 
logical and chemical weapons. 

The threat was highlighted 
when the North Korean leader’s 
estranged half-brother, Kim Jong 
Nam, was killed when suspects 
smeared the banned nerve agent 
VX on his face at a Malaysian air¬ 
port on Feb. 13, 2017. 

Pyongyang also has been ac¬ 
cused of sharing the technology in 
exchange for foreign currency to 
thwart U.N. economic sanctions. 

Ties to Damascus 

U.N. experts monitoring sanc¬ 
tions compliance found that North 
Korea had been shipping sup¬ 
plies to Syria that could be used 
in producing chemical weapons, 
with at least 40 previously unre¬ 
ported shipments between 2012 
and 2017. 

North Korean missile techni¬ 
cians have been spotted working 
at known chemical weapons and 
missile facilities inside the war- 
torn country, according to the 
report. 

Both countries denied the al¬ 
legations. North Korea’s state- 
run Korean Central News 
Agency called it a “nonsensical 
argument.” 

Pentagon officials said Fri¬ 
day’s coordinated attacks on 
Syria that also involved France 
and Britain targeted the heart of 
Assad’s programs to develop and 


produce chemical weapons. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said it was a “one-time shot” so 
long as Assad does not repeat his 
use of chemical weapons. 

That’s likely to be of little sol¬ 
ace to the North Koreans as they 
prepare for the historic meeting 
with Trump, their first-ever with 
a sitting U.S. president. 

Stephen Bryen, the former di¬ 
rector of the Defense Technology 
Security Administration, said 
Kim should take notice of the 
Syria strikes. 

“First, he is known to have 
a chemical weapons program 
which is a threat to security in 
the entire region, but especially 
to South Korea,” Bryen said in an 
opinion piece published Sunday 
in the Asia Times. 

“The second reason for [Kim] 
to take notice is that the U.S. and 
its allies just demonstrated that 
they don’t miss their set targets,” 
he added. 

The cost 

Kim has made a series of dip¬ 
lomatic overtures this year after 
months of threats and weapons 
tests that raised fear of a nuclear 
war on the divided peninsula. 

Trump agreed to meet with the 
North Korean leader after Kim 
reportedly expressed the will to 
denuclearize. But the offer came 
with a caveat that his regime’s se¬ 
curity must be guaranteed. 

No date or location has been set, 
although Trump said the meeting 
would happen in May or June. 

Many observers believe one 
reason for Kim’s reversal was 
fear after Trump stepped up his 
rhetoric, trading personal insults 


with the North Korean leader and 
threatening to “totally destroy” 
the communist state if forced to 
defend the U.S. and its allies. 

The U.S. administration also 
raised the possibility of a pre¬ 
emptive strike targeting the 
North’s nuclear infrastructure. 
Such an attack would be signifi¬ 
cantly more difficult than the as¬ 
sault on Syria since the North’s 
weapons are believed to be hid¬ 
den in a vast network of tunnels 
and hardened bunkers. 

But the threat raised fears of a 
miscalculation by either side that 
could lead to a new conflict on the 
peninsula, which was devastated 
by the 1950-53 war that ended 
with an armistice instead of a 
peace treaty. 

“There was a real and growing 
fear that the U.S. would be will¬ 
ing to do something like military 
strikes that could potentially 
bring about devastating conse¬ 
quences to the region,” said Jenny 
Town, assistant director of the 
U.S.-Korea Institute at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced In¬ 
ternational Studies. 

“People thought we were over 
that phase now that Kim Jong 


Un has been in this diplomacy 
mode,” she said. 

Town said the Syria strikes 
could make other players in the 
region, including China, South 
Korea and Japan, more willing 
to give concessions to the North 
to maintain the momentum for 
talks. 

“This kind of action does raise 
the stakes in the region,” she 
said. “At the very least, I think 
that these kind of actions sort of 
undermine global buy-in to this 
maximum pressure campaign. 

“The cost of denucleariza¬ 
tion ... is going to be higher and 
higher,” Town said in a telephone 
interview. 

Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine, of 
Virginia, a member of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
invoked North Korea in calling 
Trump’s order to strike Syria “il¬ 
legal” and “reckless.” 

“Today it’s a strike on Syria. 
What’s going to stop him from 
bombing Iran or North Korea 
next?” Kaine said in a statement. 

gamel. kim@stripes. com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Pro-Assad Syrians in US 
celebrate independence 


Associated Press 

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Syrian- 
Americans expressed anger at 
the missile strike on their home¬ 
land as they celebrated their 
country’s independence day at a 
rally in Pennsylvania. 

The Morning Call of Allentown 
reported that about 50 Syrians 
chanted in Arabic and sang the 
Syrian national anthem at the an¬ 
nual event. 

They also sang the “Star-Span¬ 
gled Banner.” 

The rally in Allentown is usu¬ 


ally a celebration of Syria’s in¬ 
dependence. But the Syrian 
community, one of the largest in 
the U.S., is deeply divided over 
Syrian President Bashar Assad. 

On Saturday, those commemo¬ 
rating Syria’s independence from 
France in 1946 were on Assad’s 
side, calling Friday’s missile 
strike by the U.S., Britain and 
France illegal. 

Others in Allentown’s Old Syria 
neighborhood who did not attend 
the flag-raising say there is fear 
and a sense of betrayal among 
some in the Syrian community. 



Matt Smith/AP 


Members of the Syrian community celebrate Syrian Independence Day at St. George Orthodox Church 
in Allentown, Pa., on Saturday. 
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Syrians dance, chant in defiance of West 


Staying: Situation is difficult 
but impossible for US to ignore 


A girl holds up a Syrian national flag with a picture of President 
Bashar Assad as government supporters chant slogans against the 
West in Damascus, Syria, on Saturday. 



Hassan Ammar/AP 


By Bassem Mroue, Bassam 
Hatoum and Albert Aji 

Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Hun¬ 
dreds of Syrians poured into the 
streets of Damascus on Saturday, 
dancing and chanting in defiance 
of what they called the West’s 
“failure” to shake their nation’s 
resolve with airstrikes that jolted 
the capital only hours earlier. 

The demonstrations in support 
of President Bashar Assad were 
carried live on state TV, which 
also reported that Syrian air de¬ 
fenses had intercepted most of 
the missiles fired by the United 
States, Britain and France to pun¬ 
ish Syria’s purported use of chem¬ 
ical weapons. The broadcaster 
also urged people not to believe 
media reports that exaggerated 
the results of the airstrikes. 

“We are not scared of Ameri¬ 
ca’s missiles. We humiliated their 
missiles,” said Mahmoud Ibra¬ 
him, who waved a Syrian flag as 
he hung out of his car window. 

As car horns blared, the crowd 
moved toward nearby Damascus 
University, where pro-govern¬ 
ment fighters danced and waved 
their automatic rifles over their 
heads. Many denounced Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and also 
waved flags of Syria’s allies, 
Iran and Russia, as they cheered 
Assad. 

The display of national fervor 
later mixed with celebrations over 
the news that the Syrian army de¬ 
clared the eastern suburbs of Da¬ 
mascus “fully liberated” after the 
last group of rebels left the town 
of Douma. Its recapture marks 
the biggest victory for Assad’s 
forces since the capture of the 
eastern half of the city of Aleppo 
in 2016. 

The fall of Douma came after a 
punishing government offensive 
and a surrender deal struck with 
rebel groups. It also followed the 
purported use of chemical weap¬ 
ons there on April 7, which activ¬ 
ists say killed more than 40 people 
in the town and led to Saturday’s 
airstrikes by the West. 

“Trump failed in his aggres¬ 
sion,” said Mohammed Hammad, 
51, a civil servant. “Trump’s fail¬ 
ure came with the victory of our 
army in Douma, which marks 
the biggest victory for the Syrian 
Arab Army.” 

The bombardment began at 4 


Bloomberg News 

President Donald Trump’s 
outrage over another appar¬ 
ent chemical weapons attack by 
Syrian President Bashar Assad 
was clear. And for the second 
time in his presidency, the U.S. 
commander in chief demanded 
retaliation. 

As images of sick or dying chil¬ 
dren flooded global media last 
week, the U.S. guided missile de¬ 
stroyer USS Winston Churchill 
was en route to the Mediterranean 
to join a flotilla of allied warships, 
including another destroyer, the 
USS Donald Cook. 


a.m., with loud explosions thun¬ 
dering in Damascus and the sky 
turning orange as fires raged in 
the distance. 

Associated Press reporters saw 
smoke rising 
above eastern 
Damascus and 
spotted fiery 
streaks of sur¬ 
face-to-air 
missiles. The 
call to morn¬ 
ing prayers 
at dawn 

mixed with 
the whoosh of 
missiles. 

Shortly after 
the one-hour 
attack ended, 
vehicles with 
loudspeakers 
blared nation¬ 
alist songs. 

“Good souls will not be hu¬ 
miliated,” Syria’s presidential ac¬ 
count tweeted after the airstrikes 
began. 

Later, a video showing Assad 
walking into his office carrying a 
briefcase was posted on the same 
account. “Good morning, stead¬ 
fastness,” the caption read. 

As the sun rose, hundreds had 
gathered in Damascus’ landmark 
Omayyad Square, celebrating 
what they said was the army’s suc¬ 
cess in foiling the U.S.-led military 
action. The widely broadcast cele- 


It was a ruse. 

While both vessels carry as 
many as 90 Tomahawk missiles 
— the main weapon used in the 
strike on Syria — neither ship in 
the end fired a shot. Instead, ac¬ 
cording to a person familiar with 
White House war planning, they 
were part of a plan to distract 
Russia and its Syrian ally from an 
assault Assad’s government could 
do little to defend itself against. 

It worked. Pentagon officials 
on Saturday said they faced little 
resistance to their targeted attack 
on what they said were three Syr¬ 
ian chemical weapons facilities. 
Most of the Syrian countermea- 


brations and the hastily organized 
police deployment in Douma ap¬ 
peared to be the government’s re¬ 
sponse to the airstrikes. 

The limited airstrikes came at a 
time when the Assad government 
is feeling empowered after having 
secured the region near the capi¬ 
tal following other military victo¬ 
ries backed by Russia and Iran in 
seven years of civil war. 

Trump announced the air¬ 
strikes Friday night to attack Syr¬ 
ia’s chemical weapons program. 
He said Washington is prepared 
to keep pressure on Assad until he 
ends a “criminal pattern of killing 
his own people” with the interna¬ 
tionally banned weapons. 

Syria has repeatedly denied 
using banned weapons. Inspectors 
from the international chemical 
weapons watchdog group were in 
Damascus and had been expected 
to head to Douma on Saturday. 

The limited strikes were de¬ 
plored by the Syrian opposition, 
which saw the West as lacking an 
international strategy for dealing 
with the civil war. 

Nasr al-Hariri, a senior opposi¬ 
tion leader, said the international 
community must take responsibil¬ 
ity for any retaliation by the Syr¬ 
ian government against civilians 
in opposition areas. He called for 
a strategy that leads to a political 
solution to “save it from the bru¬ 
tality of the Syrian regime.” 


sures, including defensive ballis¬ 
tic missiles, were fired after U.S. 
and allied weapons hit their tar¬ 
gets, Lt. Gen. Kenneth McKenzie 
told reporters on Saturday. 

As Trump addressed the na¬ 
tion at 9 p.m. Washington time, a 
barrage of 105 U.S., British and 
French missiles converged on 
Syria. 

They came from the Red Sea, 
the Arabian Gulf and the Medi¬ 
terranean, homing in from three 
directions to overwhelm whatever 
missile defenses Assad’s regime 
might employ. Russia’s more ad¬ 
vanced air defense system didn’t 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

In doing so, Trump is trying to 
confront a dilemma that haunted 
his predecessor, Barack Obama. 
Syria’s seven-year civil war pres¬ 
ents few fast or easy solutions for 
the U.S., yet the geopolitical ri¬ 
valries at play, the presence of Is¬ 
lamic State and other extremists 
and the atrocities perpetrated by 
President Bashar Assad’s govern¬ 
ment make the situation impos¬ 
sible to ignore. 

Thus far, Trump and his top ad¬ 
visers have sent mixed messages 
about what Friday’s U.S., British 
and French strikes may mean for 
his administration’s future com¬ 
mitment in Syria. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
described the action as a “one¬ 
time shot” in retaliation for the 
Syrian government’s apparent use 
of chemical weapons in an April 
7 attack that killed more than 40 
people. 

Trump, however, cast the 
strikes in more sweeping terms, 
promising he was ready to keep 
the U.S. military engaged if Assad 
were to use deadly gases again. 
“We are prepared to sustain this 
response until the Syrian regime 
stops its use of prohibited chemi¬ 
cal agents,” Trump said in a tele¬ 
vised address to the nation from 
the White House on Friday night. 

His comments were echoed 
Saturday by Nikki Haley, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, 
who said the president told her the 
military was “locked and loaded” 
if Syria launched another chemi¬ 
cal weapons attack. 

The president’s statement was a 
marked shift from his recent pos¬ 
ture on Syria. Earlier this month, 
he privately told advisers the U.S. 
was getting “nothing” out of being 
involved in Syria and he made 
clear he wanted the 2,000 Ameri¬ 
can troops currently there fight¬ 
ing ISIS militants out by the fall. 

That order left many of Trump’s 
national security advisers on edge, 
concerned that pulling out even 
that small U.S. force would result 
in a power vacuum that Iran could 
fill. 

It did win him praise from po- 


engage the allied weapons. 

According to the Pentagon, 
the allied weaponry included 
six Tomahawk cruise missiles 
launched from the Virginia-class 
USS John Warner submarine. 
The sub-launched missiles, built 
by Lockheed Martin Corp., had 
never previously been used in 
combat. 

The cruiser USS Monterey 
fired 30 Tomahawks, and the 
destroyer USS Laboon fired 
seven Tomahawks from the Red 
Sea. The destroyer USS Higgins 
fired 23 Tomahawks from the 
North Arabian Gulf, according to 
McKenzie. 


litical supporters who perceive 
Syria as a costly wasteland and see 
Trump as a president who prom¬ 
ised an “America First” agenda 
that did not include sustained 
American military commitments 
overseas. 

The importance of that pledge 
to some Trump backers quickly 
became apparent, with even the 
relatively limited American in¬ 
tervention in Syria leaving them 
deeply frustrated. 

“This is not why Donald Trump 
got elected,” said Laura Ingra¬ 
ham, the Fox News host who has 
been supportive of the president. 

Ann Coulter, another conserva¬ 
tive commentator, spent the week¬ 
end highlighting angry messages 
on Twitter from apparent Trump 
supporters, including one who 
wrote that while “the direct dam¬ 
age was some buildings in Damas¬ 
cus, the collateral damage was 
Trump’s political support base.” 

If Trump was bothered by the 
growing criticism, he didn’t show 
it. He took to Twitter on Saturday 
morning and wrote “Mission Ac¬ 
complished” — adopting a phrase 
that haunted President George 
W. Bush during the Iraq War. For 
some, those two words represent 
the short-sightedness about how 
quickly the U.S. can become en¬ 
tangled in a protracted Middle 
East conflict. 
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Still rocked in Raqqa 


Residents afraid, angry, frustrated as they rebuild 


By Sarah el Deeb 

Associated. Press 

RAQQA, Syria 
cross the ruins of Raqqa, 
the streets are cloaked 
in gray, the color of bare 
cement and rubble left 
behind by the bombing campaign 
that finally drove out Islamic 
State militants. Among the people 
of this Syrian city, the fear, anger 
and desperation are palpable. 

Six months after ISIS’ ouster, 
residents feel they have been aban¬ 
doned as the world moves on. They 
are trying to rebuild their lives, 
but they say they fear everyone 
around them: the Kurdish-led mi¬ 
litia that administers the majority 
Arab city; the Syrian government, 
which has forces nearby; criminal 
gangs who kidnap or rob whoever 
shows signs of having money; and 
ISIS militants who may still be 
hiding among the people. 

“Daesh is still among us,” said 
a businessman, using the Ara¬ 
bic acronym for ISIS. To give an 
example, he said, a man lobbed a 
hand grenade at a recent funeral 
when mourners played music, 
something hard-line Sunni Mus¬ 
lims view as sacrilegious. 

The Associated Press spoke to 
more than a dozen residents on a 
recent visit, most of whom spoke 
of their woes on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because they feared for 
their safety. The businessman 
asked to be identified by the di¬ 
minutive of his first name, Abdu. 

After fleeing Raqqa during the 
coalition-led assault on the city 
last year, Abdu returned once 
the militants were driven out in 
October. He found his restaurant 
and his home next to it destroyed. 
He was angry but practical. His 
life has been on hold for too long 
and he wanted to get on with his 
business. So he hired workers and 
started to rebuild. 


But local gangs had eyed him. 
He was kidnapped and held for 
$10,000 ransom, until his tribe in¬ 
tervened and rescued him without 
paying, he said. 

He, like many others, lamented 
the loss of security, which he said 
was one prize feature of living 
under ISIS. He faulted the Kurd¬ 
ish-led forces for hastily recruit¬ 
ing local Arabs to boost their ranks 
and appease the local Arab tribes. 
“We end up with thieves or former 
Daesh in the force,” he said. 

Most devastated city 

For three years, Raqqa was the 
de facto capital of ISIS’ “caliph¬ 
ate” stretching across much of 
Iraq and Syria. In the campaign 
of the U.S.-led coalition and Iraqi 
and Syrian partners, the group 
has been uprooted from almost all 
of that territory. 

U.N. officials say Raqqa has 
been left the most devastated city 
in all of Syria’s 7-year-old war, 
a conflict that has also seen Syr¬ 
ian government forces backed by 
Russian and Iranian forces bat¬ 
tling rebels. All of Raqqa suffered 
intense airstrikes by the U.S.-led 
coalition, and the whole population 
of at least 350,000 had to flee. The 
infrastructure was destroyed, as 
was 65 percent of civilian homes, 
said Leila Mustafa, a member of 
the U.S.-backed Raqqa Civil Coun¬ 
cil that now runs the city. 

A prominent Arab tribesman 
escorted the AP to see a building 
he owned that was gutted by air- 
strikes. He angrily complained 
that coalition bombing was in¬ 
discriminate. Like many, he said 
there should be compensation but 
didn’t expect any would be given. 

“I wish I even found the bone 
of an [ISIS] member in there! 
But nothing. No reason,” he said. 
“Now, who will pay for this?” 

He refused to give his name, 


fearing his criticism would under¬ 
mine his chances of ever getting 
money to rebuild. 

Nothing is unaffected by the 
bombardment. Mosques, schools, 
squares and buildings have all 
taken hits, some repeatedly. Trees 
on the street are burned. Insects 
and dust saturate the air. 

The stench of death rises from 
crushed buildings and remains 
long after the bodies are removed. 
Civil workers say they have pulled 
nearly 500 bodies from under the 
rubble in the past three months, 
working with just one bulldozer. 

Some streets have been cleared 
of wreckage, giving way to a scene 
even more haunting because of 
how organized it is. Scrap metal 
and debris are neatly stacked 
in heaps at the foot of destroyed 
buildings. Row after row of build¬ 
ings reduced to concrete skeletons 
run like a pattern through the city. 
Large chunks of cement dangle 
from twisted rebar above side¬ 
walks like cryptic decorations. At 
least 8,000 explosives riddle the 
city center. 

Major overpasses have been hit, 
as well as bridges across the Eu¬ 
phrates River, which cuts through 
the city. Residents and their cars 
cross on small barges. 

‘They can’t do it alone’ 

Yet the buzz of activity is star¬ 
tling. Nearly 100,000 residents 
have returned, according to U.N. 
accounts. Mustafa said it was like¬ 
ly much higher. 

Women in colorful scarves 
punctuated the grey monotone in 
the markets. A market for scrap 
metal has sprung up at one end 
of the city. Meat grills lined some 
streets, and warehouses were full 
of soft drinks, water, grains and 
other stock. Bulldozers drilled into 
the wreckage of buildings. 

Workers from nearby provinces 




A man paints his damaged shop. 


have come looking for opportuni¬ 
ties. The driver of a truck full of 
mattresses with job hunters sit¬ 
ting on top said they came from 
the northwestern city of Aleppo. 

“They can’t do it all alone,” a 
construction worker from the 
neighboring province of Deir el- 
Zour said at the site of a destroyed 
bridge. 

Those with money rebuild. 
Painters added some color to the 
facade of a former car dealership. 
Its owner, who asked only to be 
identified as Ismail, said ISIS had 
used its back rooms as a prison. 

When he came back to Raqqa, 
he heard of masked gangsters 
who rob returnees. But it has not 
stopped him. He is turning his 
dealership into an internet cafe, 
much needed in a city that has 
no phone lines and relies heav¬ 
ily on personal generators for 
electricity. 

He said he paid $600 to clean 
the wreckage from his street. “I 
want to make it feel safe,” he said. 

Mustafa, the council member, 
said most of the restoration work 
was self-financed, with some 
U.S. money, though she would not 
say how much. On April 5, with 
American officials attending, she 
inaugurated a new, pre-fab bridge 
to connect the city to neighboring 


villages. One U.S. official said in¬ 
stalling the bridge cost $7,000. 

The city is getting “very lim¬ 
ited” support — “no match to the 
size of the needs,” she said. 

Raqqa paid a “hefty price” for 
the war on terrorism, she said, but 
“international organizations and 
some countries didn’t live up to 
their responsibilities.” 

The U.S. has worked to clear 
explosives, remove rubble, re¬ 
build basic services and provide 
food and health aid to hundreds 
of thousands in Raqqa and around 
northeast Syria. But those pro¬ 
grams will likely have to be called 
off if President Donald Trump 
goes forward with plans to with¬ 
draw American troops within five 
or six months. 

Despite the devastation, signs of 
ISIS remain around Raqqa. 

The infamous Naim Square 
— Arabic for “Paradise” — where 
ISIS militants displayed hanged 
bodies or heads, was empty aside 
from a single chair in the street 
that marked a former checkpoint 
of the militants. 

On the other end were remains 
of an ISIS media center, with bro¬ 
ken chairs and a stand where the 
screen was once set to show ISIS 
videos to the public. 
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Vying for Best Warrior 


20 soldiers from 2ID compete 
in grueling contest in S. Korea 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP CASEY, South Korea 
— Some 2nd Infantry Division 
troops have been involved in a 
grueling competition that tests 
their ability to march, swim and 
shoot at bases just south of the De¬ 
militarized Zone. 

Twenty soldiers — already 
champions of brigade-level con¬ 
tests — have been vying to be 
named the division’s best soldier, 
noncommissioned officer, officer 
and KATUSA, or Korean Aug¬ 
mentation to the U.S. Army. 

The Best Warrior winners, who 
will be named Friday, will prog¬ 
ress to the Eighth Army level and 
then possibly to the U.S. Army Pa¬ 
cific event. Those who make the 
grade will compete in an Army¬ 
wide contest later this year. 

The troops have been tested on 
mastery of the fundamentals of 
soldiering, said 2nd ID Command 
Sgt. Maj. Phil Barretto. 

“You’re the best at your bri¬ 
gade right now,” he told Stars and 
Stripes on Wednesday, referring 
to the com¬ 
petitors. “Now 
I’m asking, 
let’s see who’s 
the best in the 
division.” 

The compe¬ 
tition started 
April 9 with a 
nearly 12-mile 
orienteer- 
Spc. Joong ing course. 

Gur Yoon Troops were 
21D intel soldier tested on 
various tasks, 
from calling 
for a medical evacuation to as¬ 
sembling an M9 pistol. They shot 
at targets while under stress, 
survived jumping into water and 
ruck-marched another 12 miles 
in under three hours. 

Barretto called the events a 
“suckfest” that has made him 
more proud of his soldiers. 

“I have a KATUSA who’s never 
been in the water — in a pool, 
ever,” he said. “But you know what 
he told me? ‘I’ll learn to swim when 
I jump in, sergeant major.’” 

Spc. Joong Gur Yoon, 28, from 
Raleigh, N.C., an intel soldier from 
the division’s headquarters battal¬ 
ion, said he tested his physical lim¬ 
its every day of the competition. 

“When I woke up this morning, 
I couldn’t move,” he said. “I didn’t 
think I could do it, but we pumped 
each other up and went out there.” 
He finished in just under the 
three-hour time limit. 

Sgt. 1st Class Terrance Wid- 
mer, 34, a chemical specialist with 
the 23rd Chemical Battalion and 
a graduate of the Army Ranger 
School, said he competed to set an 
example. 

“Even though the E-4s aren’t 
competing with me as an NCO, 
they want to beat you,” said Wid- 
mer, from Ancona, Ill. “Even 
though the officers aren’t com¬ 
peting with you, they want to beat 
you. 

“It makes them be better.” 

While Eighth Army has toned 
down its “Fight Tonight” rhetoric 
ahead of a potential meeting be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 


'when 
I woke 
up this 
morning, 

I couldn’t 
move. * 



Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


A soldier crosses the finish line at the end of a 12-mile road march during the 2nd Infantry Division’s Best Warrior competition at Camp 
Casey, South Korea, on Thursday. 



and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, Barretto said his troops 
are training as hard as ever. 

“2ID soldiers, we’re quiet pro¬ 
fessionals right now,” he said. “No 
one’s talking crap, and we don’t 
need to. Our actions speak louder 
than words.” 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MarcusFichtl 


To view video and more photos 
of the event, go to: 

stripes.com/go/warrior 


* 



Above: Spc. Christopher Colon grabs a rifle during the competition at Camp Hovey, South Korea, on 
Wednesday. Above left: Sgt. 1st Class Terrance Widmer swings a weight during a fitness challenge. 
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MILITARY _ 

Greitens casts shadow on veterans charity 


Indicted Mission Continues founder 
beset by scandals as probes expand 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 



Christian Gooden, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch/TNS 


Eric Greitens kisses his wife, Sheena, before giving his victory speech after winning the Missouri 
governor’s race in November 2016. 



J.B. Forbes, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch/TNS 


Greitens and Vice President Mike Pence, left, walk through Chesed 
Shel Emeth Cemetery in University City, Mo., in February 2017 
after viewing damage done when more than 150 headstones were 
overturned. 


This is a very active investigation, and it 
is progressing by the day .f 

Josh Hawley 

Missouri attorney general 


WASHINGTON 
olitical boy wonder Eric 
Greitens did his mili¬ 
tary background proud 
when he won his bid for 
Missouri governor in 2016. 

But the humanitarian-turned- 
Navy SEAL, who built his pow¬ 
erful combination of heart and 
might into an enterprise, is now 
beset by scandals and calls for his 
resignation over allegations that 
he bound, slapped and threatened 
a woman with whom he was hav¬ 
ing an affair. He’s been indicted 
on one felony count of invasion 
of privacy for allegedly taking a 
compromising photograph of her 
against her will to use as black¬ 
mail, and he is losing support even 
in his own Republican party. 

While that tawdry investigation 
plays out in the headlines, a sec¬ 
ond probe is casting shadow over 
another aspect of Greitens’ mili¬ 
tary success — the veterans char¬ 
ity he founded. 

Three separate investigations 
are now looking at reports that a 
donor list belonging to The Mis¬ 
sion Continues was obtained and 
used by the Greitens for Governor 
campaign — which would violate 
laws governing nonprofits and 
could cost the charity its tax-ex¬ 
empt status. 

The Missouri Ethics commit¬ 
tee fined the campaign after Gre¬ 
itens acknowledged his campaign 
had such a list. Missouri Attorney 
General Josh Hawley — a Repub¬ 
lican running for a U.S. Senate 
seat — announced last month that 
his office issued at least 15 subpoe¬ 
nas to current and former staffers 
of the charity; Greitens’ separate 
business entity, called the Gre¬ 
itens Group; and his campaign. 

Meanwhile, the circuit attor¬ 
ney’s office in St. Louis, where 
the Mission Continues is based, 
confirmed it is looking into the 
allegations. And a committee of 
the Missouri House of Represen¬ 
tatives, which issued its investi¬ 
gative report into the Greitens 
affair last week, said in released 
transcripts that it is working on a 
second report relating to the alle¬ 
gations surrounding The Mission 
Continues. No date has been given 
for that release. 

The charity has steadfastly de¬ 
nied sharing its donor list and says 
it is cooperating with the investi¬ 
gations. It is also maintaining a 
public presence, acknowledging 
the misuse of its donor data. 

“The Mission Continues did 
not provide nor authorize use of 
donors’ information to the Gre¬ 
itens campaign or any persons or 
groups for political or campaign 
purposes,” President Spencer 
Kympton wrote to donors March 
6. “The list in question was created 
and saved for legitimate purposes 
prior to Greitens’ departure from 
The Mission Continues. Recent re¬ 
ports indicate this was later trans¬ 
mitted without our knowledge 
or permission to individuals who 


would become central to the Gre¬ 
itens for Governor campaign.” 

The charity now faces the 
worst-nightmare Catch-22 for 
nonprofits: trying to remain out 
front and transparent while not 
adding to media hype that could 
harm donations. 

“It sounds like they are doing 
what they should in being com¬ 
municative with their donor base 
and being transparent,” said Rick 
Cohen, the chief communications 
officer for the National Council 
of Nonprofits, the nation’s largest 
network of charitable nonprofits. 

That said, how it’s hitting donors 
is “difficult to say when you are 
looking at everything in balance, 
with people seeing and hearing ev¬ 
erything in the news in a bad light 
versus them continuing to share 
what’s going on, what steps they 
are taking,” he said. “My hope 
is the veterans the organization 
works with won’t be negatively af¬ 
fected while this goes on.” 

So far, Kympton told Stars and 
Stripes, it seems to be working. 
But he acknowledged that the 
probe is taking the organization’s 
leaders away from their work. 

“It’s been a big distraction for 
us at the leadership level,” Kymp¬ 
ton said. 

The Mission Continues 

Greitens founded his charity in 
2007 with a vision of giving vet¬ 
erans back some of the biggest 
things that servicemembers lose 
when they leave the military: a 
sense of service and community. 

The charity deploys veterans in¬ 
dividually and in teams or platoons 
to do community service work 
— often in their own communities 
or neighborhoods. They serve in 
local organizations or join one of 
the 78 platoons around the coun¬ 
try building parks or classrooms 
or working with kids at risk. They 
can get involved in “mass deploy¬ 
ments,” where vets are flown in 
from around the country to par¬ 
ticipate in a large-scale, weeklong 
project like helping revitalize a 
downtrodden area or to partake 
in one of the organization’s fellow¬ 
ship programs. 

The charity has drawn high- 
profile names to its board, includ¬ 
ing former Undersecretary of 
Defense for Policy Michele Fluo- 
rnoy and former presidential ad¬ 
viser David Gergen, according to 
its 2016 990 tax form. 

The charity was a natural next 
step for Greitens, who had spent 
his early years doing humanitar¬ 
ian work around the globe. But he 
grew disillusioned with his inabil¬ 
ity to help people before they be¬ 
come victim to violence, and after 
studying humanitarian history as 
a Rhodes Scholar, Greitens shifted 
gears to become a Navy SEAL, 
believing he could right wrongs in 
the world as a warrior. 

As the charity grew into the 
$11 million entity it is today, Gre¬ 
itens wrote books about the need 
to use heart and might to do good, 
building a name for himself. He 


was named by Fortune Magazine 
as one of the World’s 50 Greatest 
Leaders in 2014 and resigned as 
CEO of The Mission Continues the 
same year. 

Kympton, who was president, 
remained on as the organiza¬ 
tion’s leader. Less than two years 
later, Greitens was running for 
governor. 

In October 2016, The Associ¬ 
ated Press filed the first report 
Unking Greitens campaign donors 
to a list generated by The Mission 
Continues for its charity work. 
The news organization obtained a 
spreadsheet showing top donors at 
the charity, with markings that in¬ 
dicated the document was created 
on May 6,2014, shortly before Gre¬ 
itens left the charity, and was last 
saved on May 24,2015, by Michael 
Hafner, who later briefly became 
a Greitens campaign staffer. 

Hafner has testified before the 
House committee, according to the 
transcripts released last week. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re¬ 
ported recently that a staffer at 
the Greitens Group who had previ¬ 
ously worked at The Mission Con¬ 
tinues emailed the list to Hafner 
and another Greitens campaign 
staffer in early 2015. 

In November, the same month 
that Greitens won the election, 
The Mission Continues was noti¬ 
fied by the Missouri Ethics Com¬ 
mission that the campaign had 
used its donor Ust, Kympton wrote 
in his email to donors. 

Six months later, Greitens, his 
campaign and his company ac¬ 
knowledged that it had failed to 
report receipt of the donor Ust, 
valued as a campaign contribu¬ 
tion, and paid a fine of $1,000. 

A distraction 

Kympton said the organization 
took the breach seriously. 

“We fully refrain from any po- 
Utical activities,” he said. “That 
was true prior to Eric running for 
office and certainly remains true 
now.” 

The charity has “very specific 
and identifiable policies” for what 
it deems confidential, he said, and 
“any use of that information out¬ 
side the organization would have 


been unauthorized.” 

The Mission Continues did its 
own investigation to determine 
how the Ust was shared, he said. 

“Of course, when we learned 
there is a Ust out there that bore 
attributes of a Ust we generated, 
we wanted to understand how that 
could have happened,” he said. 
“When we did, we remained con¬ 
fident that The Mission Continues 
would not have provided that. I 
expect the findings of these orga¬ 
nizations will reflect that.” 

Kympton said that while he and 
other leaders in the organization 
are quite busy supplying informa¬ 
tion to the investigations, that has 
not slowed the pace of its work. 

The Mission Continues has had 
455 events, with more than 6,000 
attendees, this calendar year—up 
more than 60 percent from the 
same period last year. 

“And that’s with this emerging 
in January,” he said. “That’s em¬ 
blematic (of the fact) that we are 
not taking our foot off the gas in 
the work of this organization.” 


He also said that the model of 
the organization has so far pro¬ 
tected it from suffering much 
donor loss. Unlike other charities, 
where the donors give money but 
are not connected to the work, The 
Mission Continues is community- 
service-based, and many of its 
biggest donors have employees in 
those communities who often par¬ 
ticipate in its events. 

“They recognize the great im¬ 
pact our model is having on veter¬ 
ans and the communities in which 
they Uve,” he said. 

In March, when Hawley, the 
attorney general, announced his 
investigation into The Mission 
Continues, he said it was “pursu¬ 
ant to Missouri law that governs 
charities, including their activities, 
registration, the use of charitable 
resources and the responsibilities 
of charity directors. 

“This is a very active investiga¬ 
tion, and it is progressing by the 
day,” he said. 

cahn.dianna@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Flag from Marines honors 
WWII vet who repatriated 
his comrades’ remains 



Protesters march toward the Rio Grande near Mission, Texas, in August 2017 to oppose the wall 
President Donald Trump wants to build on the river separating Texas and Mexico. Trump has received 
approval for funds to build 33 miles of border barriers in the Rio Grande Valley. 

A glimpse of border Trump 
wants on lower Rio Grande 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps was to pres¬ 
ent a flag Saturday to the family of 
a Navy landing craft commander 
who ferried troops to Tarawa and 
dedicated his final years to re¬ 
patriating the remains of fallen 
comrades. 

Memories of Tarawa and other 
Pacific World War II battle¬ 
grounds haunted Leon Cooper, 98, 
who died after a fall on Nov. 16 in 
Malibu, Calif., said his daughter, 
Jeanie Cooper, 57, of San Jose. 

A group of Marines were to 
present an American flag to the 
fallen sailor’s youngest son, Bill 
Cooper, 47, during a “celebration 
of life” ceremony at Calamigos 
Ranch in Malibu, she said. 

The former Navy lieutenant 
and Higgins boat commander 
brought Marines ashore dur¬ 
ing a November 1943 assault on 
Tarawa and returned to collect 
the dead and wounded after the 
three-day battle. 

“He took a lot of [young Ma¬ 
rines] to their deaths,” Jeanie 
Cooper said. “He spent the last 25 
years of his life trying to repatri¬ 
ate them. He felt like he owed it 
to them.” 

More than 1,000 Marines were 
killed fighting on the atoll 2,400 
miles southwest of Hawaii, and 
hundreds were still missing in ac¬ 
tion decades after the war ended. 

Cooper went back there in 2008 


By Kim Gamel 
and Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — A report of an active 
shooter at Camp Humphreys, a 
mqjor U.S. base in South Korea, 
was a false alarm, a spokesman 
said. 

The alarm was sounded Friday 
near the Post Exchange, prompt¬ 
ing authorities to evacuate the fa¬ 
cility and lock down access gates 
at the base in Pyeongtaek, about 
40 miles south of Seoul. 

Investigators determined it was 
a false alarm. 

“It’s all clear,” garrison spokes¬ 
man Bob McElroy told Stars and 
Stripes. 

He said an alarm had been 
triggered indicating there was 


and was featured in a documen¬ 
tary called “Return to Tarawa: 
The Leon Cooper Story.” 

“It tears me up because I saw 
so many of these kids die,” he said 
at the time. “And they deserve to 
be brought home.” 

The documentary led to legis¬ 
lation aimed at getting the Pen¬ 
tagon to 
prioritize the 
return of re¬ 
mains from 
Tarawa. 

In 2015, 
after doz¬ 
ens of sets 
of remains 
were recov¬ 
ered from 
the atoll, 
Cooper, who 
participated 
in six battles including the battle 
of Iwo Jima, began advocating for 
the return of all servicemembers 
lost in the Pacific during the war. 

“More of our guys lie in un¬ 
marked graves in the Pacific than 
in Europe, where battles were in 
areas with urban populations,” 
he told Stars and Stripes during a 
visit to Tokyo in 2015. 

Jeanie Cooper, mother of a pres¬ 
ent-day Marine, said her father 
remained a “tough old bird” and 
a joker to the end. A month before 
he died, he passed a test to renew 
his driver’s license, she said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


an active shooter in the PX so the 
manager contacted the military 
police. 

“They cleared the facility, and 
they went in and determined 
there was nothing to it, and it was 
a false alarm,” he said. 

The alarm occurred as a high 
school soccer game was under¬ 
way, prompting players and spec¬ 
tators to rush into a nearby gym. 
The game resumed after the all- 
clear was issued. 

Humphreys has undergone a 
massive expansion as part of a 
long-delayed plan to relocate the 
bulk of U.S. forces south of Seoul. 
Its population has doubled to 
about 26,000 in recent years. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 


By Nomaan Merchant 
and John L. Mone 

Associated Press 

ROMA, Texas — Stymied by 
Congress and the courts, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has struggled 
to make good on his campaign 
promises to build a wall and stop 
migrants. But there is at least one 
place where his vision is becoming 
reality: the lower Rio Grande Val¬ 
ley, scene of more unauthorized 
crossings than any other stretch 
between the Pacific Ocean and 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Last week, as Texas National 
Guard troops were taking up posi¬ 
tions on the state’s southern edge, 
the head of U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection told lawmakers the 
agency hopes to award contracts 
by September for border wall 
construction near where the Rio 
Grande meets the Gulf. The U.S. 
government’s efforts to identify 
and begin the seizure of private 
land along the river “are well 
underway,” CBP Commissioner 
Kevin McAleenan told a congres¬ 
sional subcommittee Thursday. 

Congress rejected Trump’s re¬ 
quest for up to $25 billion to build 
the full length of his wall, but he 
did win funding for 33 miles of 


barriers in the Rio Grande Valley. 

That stretch of border is the only 
place where the National Guard 
is deployed and where Congress 
funded the construction of new 
walls instead of replacing or forti¬ 
fying existing barriers. 

The current plans call for up 
to 25 miles of construction in Hi¬ 
dalgo County, which includes the 
city of McAllen, and already has 
segments of border fencing. 

The remaining construction 
would go in Starr County, farther 
west. CBP last year issued a map 
that marked off several cities in the 
county for construction, including 
Roma and Rio Grande City. 

A group of Guard members this 
month set up below the bluffs, 
with rifle-carrying soldiers hold¬ 
ing binoculars and peering south 
over the river. 

Many people who live on the 
American side of the river say 
their communities are safe from 
the cartel-linked violence that has 
ravaged northern Mexico. And 
many border crossers entering the 
U.S. turn themselves in and try to 
seek asylum. They include thou¬ 
sands of adults and children flee¬ 
ing violence in Central America. 

Scott Nicol, a valley resident 
who is co-chair of the Sierra 


Club’s Borderlands team, argued 
that both the Guard deployment 
and the wall fit into a mistaken na¬ 
tional narrative that “everybody 
who lives here is part of one giant 
smuggling operation.” Nicol and 
other advocates are particularly 
worried about the lasting damage 
building a wall could do. 

In some places, the CBP wants 
to clear forests and brush to install 
roads and fighting. Advocates say 
that could destroy critical habitats 
and speed up erosion. A wall could 
potentially restrict the movement 
of animals and plant seeds. 

Depending on how it’s built, a 
wall could also make the region 
more susceptible to flooding. In 
a natural disaster, it might push 
more water into Mexico, a poten¬ 
tial violation of a treaty between 
the two countries. 

The agency has not said where 
it would start building, but advo¬ 
cates worry that to start construc¬ 
tion sooner, the CBP would target 
other refuge lands, including a 
collection of properties purchased 
over four decades known as the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. Other environ¬ 
mentally sensitive areas like the 
National Butterfly Center also sit 
in the wall’s potential path. 


Camp Humphreys active 
shooter report a false alarm 
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In tweetstorm, Trump calls 
for Comey to be imprisoned 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


President Donald Trump has spent the weekend attacking former 
FBI Director James Comey, above, on Twitter. 


By Josh Dawsey 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump attacked James 
Comey in a fusillade of tweets Sun¬ 
day morning, calling for the for¬ 
mer FBI director to be imprisoned 
as Trump served up a number of 
his favorite theories and alleged 
misdeeds without evidence. 

Trump’s tweets are part of a 
broader effort by the White House 
and the Republican National Com¬ 
mittee to discredit Comey, who has 
written a damaging tell-all book 
called “A Higher Loyalty,” to be 
released Tuesday. A Sunday night 
interview on ABC News kicks off 
his national book tour and public¬ 
ity campaign for the memoir 

Comey’s book is a scathing de¬ 
piction of his interactions with 
Trump, in which he likens the 
president to a mob boss. 

Trump fired Comey in May 
amid a sprawling investigation 
into Trump’s 2016 campaign and 
Russian meddling in the elec¬ 


tion. Comey’s firing then spurred 
a special counsel and a broader 
investigation into the president’s 
campaign and administration — 
an investigation that now includes 
potential obstruction of justice and 
Trump’s business dealings. 

The book, obtained by news 
outlets and reviewed last week, 
has caused great agita for Trump. 
The president has also grown in¬ 
furiated in the past week by the 
FBI raiding the office and home 
of Michael Cohen, his personal 
attorney. 

“The big questions in Comey’s 
badly reviewed book aren’t an¬ 
swered, like how come he gave 
up classified information (jail), 
why did he lie to Congress (jail), 
why did the DNC refuse to give 
server to the FBI (why didn’t they 
TAKE it), why the phony memos, 
McCabe’s $700,000 & more?” the 
president tweeted before 8 a.m. 
Sunday. 

Andrew McCabe was fired as 
deputy FBI director last month. 

The tweets were filled with un¬ 


proven assertions. 

Comey has not been formally 
accused of disclosing classified in¬ 
formation or lying to Congress. 

The memos Trump references 
are ones Comey wrote memorial¬ 
izing his meetings and phone calls 
with the president and which have 
since become public. Comey asked 
a friend to give some of those 
memos to The New York Times, 
but the memos are not thought to 
contain classified material. 

Trump has continued to al¬ 
lege McCabe was deferential to 
Hillary Clinton during the FBI’s 
investigation of Clinton’s use of a 
private email server because Mc¬ 
Cabe’s wife took donations from a 
Clinton ally for a state Senate race 
in Virginia. McCabe has denied 
the accusation. 

McCabe’s attorney, Michael 
R. Bromwich, responded Sunday 
to the president’s claims, tweet¬ 
ing: “1. The book isn’t out so you 
don’t know what’s in it. 2. The 
Comey and McCabe memos are 
very real. 3. The story about “Mc¬ 


Cabe’s $700,000” has been fully 
explained. 4. Your strategy of at¬ 
tacking beloved former FBI lead¬ 
ers — not smart.” 

Trump also attacked Comey for 
saying in the book that political 
considerations may have driven 
him to reopen the Clinton investi¬ 
gation in the last days of the elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

Comey writes that “my con¬ 
cern about making her an ille¬ 
gitimate president by concealing 
the restarted investigation bore 
greater weight than it would have 
if the election appeared closer or 
if Donald Trump were ahead in all 


polls.” 

“Unbelievably, James Comey 
states that Polls, where Crooked 
Hillary was leading, were a fac¬ 
tor in the handling (stupidly) of 
the Clinton email probe. In other 
words, he was making decisions 
based on the fact that he thought 
she was going to win, and he 
wanted a job. Slimeball!” Trump 
wrote. 

After an hour of trashing 
Comey’s character and reputa¬ 
tion, Trump posted that he barely 
knew Comey, his favorite way of 
distancing himself from a conten¬ 
tious figure. 


Former DOJ officials urge 
Congress to ‘forcefully 
respond’ if Mueller is fired 



Bryan Woolston/AP 


Teachers from across Kentucky gather inside the state Capitol to rally for increased funding and to 
protest changes to their state-funded pension system on Friday in Frankfort, Ky. 

Teacher protests test GOP grip on Kentucky 


By Adam Beam 

Associated Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Three 
years ago, Robin Cooper voted for 
Kentucky Republican Gov. Matt 
Bevin. On Saturday, she vowed 
not to do it again. 

The occupational therapist in 
Kentucky’s second-largest school 
district has been one of the thou¬ 
sands of educators protesting at 
the state Capitol in recent weeks 
to oppose changes to their pen¬ 
sion system and to ask lawmakers 
for more school funding. 

They lost the pension fight, but 
Friday more than 30 school dis¬ 
tricts across the state closed so 
teachers could travel to the Capi¬ 
tol and ask Republican lawmak¬ 
ers to override Bevin’s veto of a 
two-year operating budget that 
included increased classroom 
spending. They did. 

Bevin responded by guarantee¬ 


ing that somewhere a child had 
been sexually assaulted, ingested 
poison or used illegal drugs be¬ 
cause they were left home alone 
by single parents who could not 
find child care on short notice. 

After electing a Republican gov¬ 
ernor in 2015 and giving the party 
full control of the state legislature 
for the first time in 2016, it seemed 
the GOP had solidified its grip on 
Kentucky for years to come. But 
the legislature’s rush to change 
the state’s public pension sys¬ 
tem, coupled with Bevin’s burn- 
the-bridges approach to politics, 
has led to a wave of protests and 
prompted at least 40 current and 
former teachers to run for office 
this year — most as Democrats. 

The surge of activism is enough 
to cast doubts on whether Repub¬ 
licans can keep control of the state 
House of Representatives in the 
fall and if Bevin, an ally of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, could survive 


a re-election campaign in 2019. 

In one of its final acts of 2018, 
the Kentucky House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, where Republicans 
hold 63 of out of 100 seats, ap¬ 
proved two resolutions formally 
condemning Bevin’s comments. 
Republican Senate President 
Robert Stivers scoffed at the no¬ 
tion of Republican rule being in 
jeopardy, saying, “I think Repub¬ 
licans will control both chambers 
this time next year.” 

Republican Rep. Jim DuPlessis 
has seen a change in his district. 
Six months ago, he said people 
would speak kindly to him in pub¬ 
lic. Now, some confront him with 
“a different mentality than they 
ever had before.” 

“(Gov. Bevin’s) rhetoric made 
this a toxic situation,” DuPlessis 
said. “It’s hard for us to get our 
jobs done because it made people 
think we were out to get them 
when we truly weren’t.” 


By Kristine Phillips 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — More than 
200 former Justice Department 
employees are urging Congress to 
“swiftly and forcefully respond” 
should President Donald Trump 
fire Robert Mueller, the special 
counsel investigating Russian in¬ 
terference in the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election, or Deputy Attorney 
General Rod J. Rosenstein, who is 
overseeing the federal probe. 

“It is up to the rest of us, and 
especially our elected representa¬ 
tives, to come to their defense and 
oppose any attempt by the Presi¬ 
dent or others to improperly inter¬ 
fere in the Department’s work,” 
said a statement signed by 245 for¬ 
mer officials who worked under 
current and previous administra¬ 
tions, some as far back as that of 
President Richard M. Nixon. 

The former officials, many of 
whom said they served with Muel¬ 
ler and Rosenstein at the Justice 
Department, decried the recent 
attacks against the agency. 

Trump has launched a pro¬ 
tracted attack against the Justice 
Department, accusing it and the 
FBI of politicizing the investiga¬ 
tive process “in favor of Demo¬ 
crats and against Republicans.” 
He also mocked the agency in a 
recent tweet, criticizing it for not 
cooperating with Congress and 
calling it an “embarrassment to 
our country.” 

Much of Trump’s ire over the 
past year has been focused on 
Mueller’s expanding probe, which 
is also looking into any possible 


coordination between the Trump 
campaign and the Russian med¬ 
dling in the 2016 election, along 
with any other misdeeds discov¬ 
ered, including the possibility of 
obstruction of justice by the presi¬ 
dent and the role foreign money 
may have played to influence the 
election or the administration’s 
policy. 

The New York Times reported 
that Trump had sought to fire 
Mueller at least twice. The first 
instance was in June amid media 
reports Mueller was looking into 
possible obstruction of justice, but 
Trump reportedly backed down 
after White House counsel Donald 
McGahn threatened to resign. The 
president reportedly tried again 
in early December, when he was 
angered by reports of subpoenas 
to obtain information about his 
business dealings with Deutsche 
Bank, according to the Times. 

The former Justice officials’ 
statement comes amid reports that 
Trump allies have been urging the 
president to fire Rosenstein. The 
deputy attorney general most re¬ 
cently signed off on an FBI search 
of the home, office and hotel room 
of Michael Cohen, Trump’s long¬ 
time personal attorney, who is 
reportedly under investigation for 
possible bank fraud and campaign 
finance violations. 

Confidants of Rosenstein told 
NBC News on Friday that he 
seemed to have accepted the pos¬ 
sibility that he may soon lose his 
job. 

Many of the signatories served 
under multiple presidents, both 
Republican and Democratic. 
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Spring storms keep central US in icy grip 



Anthony Souffle, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


A worker tries to clear snow and ice from the Metro Government Center Plaza station as 
the snow picked up in downtown Minneapolis on Saturday. 


By Steve Karnowski 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Hundreds of flights 
were canceled and roadways were treach¬ 
erous in several Midwestern states as a 
deadly storm system stretching from the 
Gulf Coast to the Great Lakes rolls across 
the central U.S., bringing heavy snow, 
strong winds, rain and hail. 

National Weather Service meteorologist 
Keith White in Marquette said moder¬ 
ate to heavy snow fell Sunday morning in 
the Upper Peninsula. He said more than a 
foot was possible by early Monday in the 
communities of Ishpeming and Negaunee, 
which are west of Marquette. 

Freezing rain from the storm system cut 
power to nearly 160,000 homes and busi¬ 
nesses by noon Sunday in Michigan. 

Residents were being urged to remain 
home because roads were expected to be¬ 
come impassable later Sunday. High winds 
and snow will cause poor visibility, further 
hampering travel. 

All flights were grounded Saturday at 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
as the storm made it difficult to keep run¬ 
ways clear and planes deiced. Nearly 470 
flights were canceled before one runway 
reopened shortly after 10 p.m., according 
to a spokesman. Blizzard conditions also 
forced the airport in South Dakota’s big¬ 
gest city, Sioux Falls, to remain closed for 
a second straight day. 


The Minnesota Twins home game 
against the Chicago White Sox was snowed 
out Saturday, marking the first back-to- 
back postponements of baseball games in 
the stadium’s nine seasons. Sunday’s game 
was also called off because of the storm, 


which by Saturday night had buried Min¬ 
neapolis under more than 13 inches of 
snow. 

Authorities closed several highways in 
southwestern Minnesota, where no travel 
was advised, and driving conditions were 


difficult across the southern half of the 
state. 

“It’s a cool experience for me, the best 
Minneapolis experience,” Niko Heiligman, 
of Aachen, Germany, said as he braved the 
snow Saturday to take a walk along the 
Mississippi River in downtown Minneap¬ 
olis. “I’m only here for the weekend, so I 
guess that’s how it goes. There’s snow and 
it’s cold. So it’s good.” 

Up to 18 inches of snow feel in parts of 
northern Wisconsin, with another 14 inch¬ 
es expected by Sunday evening. Winds of 
up to 55 mph caused blowing and drifting 
snow, along with ice shoves in Green Bay. 

The National Weather Service also 
warned of potential coastal flooding along 
Lake Michigan in Wisconsin and Illinois, 
where Chicago residents were warned that 
waves could reach as high as 18 feet. 

Powerful winds knocked out power 
to thousands of customers in Michigan, 
which was expected to get more snow and 
ice through the weekend. 

Two storm-related deaths occurred early 
Saturday. In Louisiana, winds downed a 
tree onto a mobile home in Haughton, kill¬ 
ing a sleeping 2-year-old girl inside, accord¬ 
ing to the Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office. In 
Wisconsin, a woman was killed when she 
lost control of the minivan she was driving 
and struck an oncoming SUV near Lewis¬ 
ton. Three passengers in the minivan and 
the SUV driver were hospitalized. 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


Angela Thames, office manager of a north Jackson, Miss., Liberty 
Tax Service, organizes tax returns in February. Taxpayers have until 
Tuesday to file their taxes this year. 


Starbucks CEO apologizes 
after arrest of black men 


There’s 
still time 
to file 
your taxes 

By Sarah Skidmore Sell 

Associated Press 

If you woke up in a panic Sun¬ 
day, relax. You’ve got until Tues¬ 
day to file and pay your taxes 
without facing a penalty. 

April 15 fell on Sunday this year 
and Monday is Emancipation Day, 
a holiday in Washington. That 
gives taxpayers nationwide until 
Tuesday to get the job done. 

Still, this is no time to dawdle; 
here are some tips for last-minute 
filers: 

■ How to file. The IRS says 
that electronic filing is the best 
way to avoid common mistakes. 
That’s because the software does 
the calculations, flags common 
errors and prompts taxpayers to 
provide missing information. 

You can use any electronic fil¬ 
ing method you choose, but it’s 
worth noting that the IRS says 
about 70 percent of taxpayers are 
eligible to file their tax return at 
no charge by using IRS Free File 
software. It can be accessed at 
the IRS website at IRS.gov. 

■ Take your time. Yes, it’s 
crunch time but try not to rush. 

Lisa Greene-Lewis, CPA at 
TurboTax, said the most impor¬ 
tant tip for entering information 
is to take your time. One of the 
most common mistakes taxpay¬ 
ers make when rushing is gath¬ 


ering incorrect Social Security 
numbers for their children and 
spouses. Some even misspell their 
own names. 

■ Seek help. Telephone calls 
to the IRS may have long wait 
times. Ditto if you try to go some¬ 
where in person, such as a tax as¬ 
sistance center. 

Instead, the IRS website should 
be your first stop for finding an¬ 
swers to most basic tax questions. 
Popular tax software providers 
have their own solutions, too. Tur¬ 
boTax now offers live on-demand 
video to communicate with a cre- 
dentialed CPA or enrolled agent 
who can answer your questions. 

■ Ask for more time. If you 
really can’t get your tax return 
done, seek an extension. But get¬ 
ting an extension only gives you 
more time to file your return 
— you still have to pay what you 
owe now. 

The IRS allows you to request 
an automatic six-month extension 


to file your return when you pay 
online. 

If you owe money and cannot 
pay immediately, you can ask the 
IRS for installment agreements 
when you file your taxes. You can 
also ask about other repayment 
methods or forgiveness by con¬ 
tacting the IRS. 

■ Do better next time. There 
are a number of reasons to try to 
file your taxes sooner rather than 
later. 

If you are due a refund, the 
sooner you file, the sooner you’ll 
get it. 

But most importantly, filing 
early helps cut down on the risk 
for identity theft by essentially 
beating the criminals to the 
punch. Once your return is filed 
with the IRS, the information 
— most notably your Social Secu¬ 
rity number — is locked and can¬ 
not be used by anyone who might 
want to fraudulently claim a tax 
refund. 


By Megan Cerullo 

New York Daily News 

A video that shows two black 
men being arrested in a Phila¬ 
delphia Starbucks has drawn na¬ 
tional outrage and prompted an 
apology from the coffee giant’s 
top executive. 

Starbucks CEO Kevin John¬ 
son on Saturday expressed his 
“deepest apologies” to the men, 
who were arrested Thursday 
after refusing to leave the coffee 
shop because they did not make a 
purchase. 

An employee accused the men 
of trespassing. 

Johnson hoped to “make things 
right” by having the Seattle- 
based company review its policies 
to prevent similar situations from 
unfolding in the future. 

Meanwhile, Johnson said 
he plans on traveling to 
Philadelphia. 

“I hope to meet personally with 
the two men who were arrested 
to offer a face-to-face apology,” 
Johnson said. 

The two black men were waiting 
for a third person for a business 
meeting, The Philadelphia In¬ 
quirer reported, when a store em¬ 
ployee said they were trespassing 
and called the local authorities. 

“Regretfully, our practices and 
training led to a bad outcome,” 
Johnson wrote. “The basis for the 
call to the Philadelphia police de¬ 
partment was wrong. Our store 
manager never intended for these 
men to be arrested and this should 
never have escalated as it did.” 

Police Commissioner Richard 
Ross defended his officers who 


made the arrest, which were 
captured in a viral video viewed 
more than 4 million times. The 
commissioner said the officers 
“did absolutely nothing wrong” 
and acted professionally. 

“If you think about it logically, 
that if a business calls and they 
say that someone is here that I no 
longer wish to be in my business, 
they (the officers) now have a 
legal obligation to carry out then- 
duties. And they did just that,” 
Ross said. 

The Inquirer reported the duo 
were released from custody early 
Friday, citing their lawyer, Lau¬ 
ren Wimmer. 

“The video speaks for itself,” 
Wimmer said in a statement, call¬ 
ing the arrest “reprehensible.” 

“Two young black men, who 
were simply waiting to be joined 
by a friend, were blatantly dis¬ 
criminated against based on then- 
race,” she wrote. “Not only is this 
inexcusable. It’s illegal.” 

Another video shows Alan 
Yaffe, the third party to the meet¬ 
ing and a real estate professional, 
challenging the arrest. 

“What did they get called for?” 
he asked. “Because there are two 
black guys sitting here meeting 
me? Tell me, what did they do?” 
Jaffe is heard saying. 

“I wanted to get coffee for two 
black guys sitting and meeting 
with me,” he says. “Does anybody 
else think this is ridiculous?” he 
asks other cafe patrons. 

“It’s clearly discrimination,” 
Yaffe adds. Police replied that the 
men were “trespassing,” which 
Yaffe disputed. 
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Boston marks 
5 years since 
marathon attack 


By Vaishnavee Sharma 

Associated Press 

BOSTON—Boston marked the 
fifth anniversary of the deadly 
Boston Marathon bombings Sun¬ 
day with solemn remembrances 
and charitable acts. 

Democratic Mayor Marty 
Walsh and Republican Gov. 
Charlie Baker laid wreaths early 
in the morning at the spots along 
downtown Boylston Street where 
two bombs killed three spectators 
and maimed more than 260 oth¬ 
ers on April 15, 2013. 

One wreath was laid by Baker 
in front of Marathon Sports as 
bagpipes played in the back¬ 
ground. In a another spot, the 
family of victims Martin Richard 
and Lingzi Lu were comforted 
by Walsh as another wreath was 
placed where the second bomb 
went off by the Atlantic Fish 
restaurant. Hundreds of silent 
people gathered to watch behind 
barricades. 

People left bouquets of flowers, 
handwritten notes, candles and 
stuffed toys. 

Both Baker and Walsh ad¬ 
dressed families and survivors 
at a private ceremony inside the 
Boston Public Library. 

“On April 15, 2013, our city 



The father of Lingzi Lu, Jun Lu, 
left, and her aunt, Helen Zhao 
carry a wreath at the site where 
Martin Richard and Lingzi Lu 
were killed in 2013. 


changed forever but over the last 
five years, we have reclaimed 
hope. We have reclaimed the fin¬ 
ish line and Boston has emerged 
with a new strength, a resilience 
rooted in love,” Walsh said. 

Jane and Henry Richard, sib¬ 
lings of the youngest victim, Mar¬ 
tin Richard, and members of the 



Photos by Michael Dwyer/AP 


The family of Martin Richard, foreground from left, Bill, Jane, Henry 
and Denise, observe a moment of silence during a ceremony Sunday 
at the site where Martin Richard and Lingzi Lu were killed in the 
second explosion at the 2013 Boston Marathon. 


family’s foundation, also spoke. 

Henry Richard urged those 
listening to follow Martin’s mes¬ 
sage to “choose kindness and do 
more.” The family’s foundation 
was founded in 2014 to connect 
young people with opportunities 
for volunteerism and community 
engagement. 

Lingzi’s uncle, Sherman Yee, 
was present at the ceremony and 
private gathering. He said, “The 
family has been ‘overwhelmed 
by love and support from all over 
the world.’” He called Lingzi an 
“extraordinary girl” who repre¬ 
sented the youth that come to the 
U.S. from China to study. 

“While she didn’t realize her 
dreams, as her family we invest 
in the youths through our founda¬ 
tion to keep her memory going,” 
he said. 

Arreen Andrew of Boston said 


she was in the crowd across the 
stand when the first bomb went 
off in 2013. 

“It was sheer panic,” she re¬ 
called. “Just this sense of‘No, this 
can’t happen to us.’” 

Five years later, while the day 
is still a reminder of some pain¬ 
ful memories, she said it has also 
become a day about the relation¬ 
ships that have since been formed 
and “reformed and recreated our 
entire community.” 

At 2:49 p.m., a citywide moment 
of silence was to be observed, and 
the bells of Old South Church 
were scheduled to be rung to 
mark the moment five years ago 
when the first bomb exploded. 
Sunday is “One Boston Day,” de¬ 
voted to blood drives and acts of 
kindness. 

Security is tight for Monday’s 
122nd running of the iconic race. 


Van driver 
survives 
cliff dive 
in Calif. 

By Olga R. Rodriguez 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A driver 
plunged off a California cliff in 
his minivan Friday and into the 
ocean but managed to get out of 
the wreckage and walk on rocks 
to a rescuer who rappelled down 
to him, authorities said. 

The man was the minivan’s 
only occupant and was taken to 
a hospital with non-life threaten¬ 
ing injuries after the van went off 
the scenic Highway 1 that hugs 
the ocean in Montara State Beach 
south of San Francisco, said Cali¬ 
fornia Highway Patrol Officer Vu 
Williams. 

Images from KGO-TV showed 
the firefighter rappel down the 
cliff and reach the man as he 
stood among rocks, with the 
wrecked vehicle nearby pum- 
meled by waves. 

The man walked to the fire¬ 
fighter, was put in a harness, lifted 
up the cliff, put on a stretcher and 
taken away by an ambulance. 

Williams said the cause of the 
crash was not determined but 
that the minivan had been trav¬ 
eling south when it went onto 
the highway’s shoulder and then 
plunged off the cliff in a hilly area 
known as Devil’s Slide because of 
its propensity for rock slides. 

It marked the third time over 
the last month that a vehicle 
has gone off a cliff in Northern 
California. 


Census citizen question shows AGs’ partisan divide 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


New York Attorney General Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
speaks April 3 in New York to announce a new lawsuit by 17 states, 
the District of Columbia and six cities against the U.S. government, 
saying a plan to add a citizenship query to the census questionnaire 
is unconstitutional. 


By David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

A Trump administration plan 
to ask people if they are U.S. citi¬ 
zens during the 2020 census has 
prompted a legal uproar from 
Democratic state attorneys gen¬ 
eral, who argue it could drive 
down participation and lead to an 
inaccurate count. 

Yet not a single Republican at¬ 
torney general has sued — not 
even from states with large im¬ 
migrant populations that stand 
to lose if a census undercount of 
immigrants affects the allotment 
of U.S. House seats and federal 
funding for states. 

In fact, many GOP attorneys 
general had urged Trump’s cen¬ 
sus team to add a citizenship 
question. 

“We always are better off hav¬ 
ing a more accurate count of citi¬ 
zens versus non-citizens. I see no 
downside in this,” said Texas At¬ 
torney General Ken Paxton, vice 
chairman of the Republican At¬ 
torneys General Association. 

The diverging views of top Re¬ 
publican and Democratic state 
attorneys highlight how even the 
most basic data collection deci¬ 
sions can quickly split along parti¬ 


san lines amid the intense debate 
about immigration policies. 

Concerns among immigrants 
have risen as President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s administration has 
cracked down on so-called sanc¬ 
tuary jurisdictions, increased 
arrests by federal immigration 
officers, called the National 
Guard to the border with Mexico 


and sought to limit travel to the 
U.S. from certain predominantly 
Muslim countries. 

U.S. Commerce Secretary Wil¬ 
bur Ross announced last month 
that the 2020 census distributed 
to every U.S. household will in¬ 
clude a citizenship question for 
the first time since 1950. He said 
the question was needed in part 


to help the government enforce 
the Voting Rights Act, the 1965 
law that was intended to protect 
the political representation of mi¬ 
nority groups. 

He said it will provide a more 
accurate tally of voting-eligible 
residents than is currently avail¬ 
able from a smaller sampling sur¬ 
vey that includes the citizenship 
question. 

In a letter explaining his deci¬ 
sion, Ross said the U.S. Census 
Bureau estimated that as many 
as 630,000 additional households 
might not respond if a citizen¬ 
ship question is included. Yet he 
acknowledged the administra¬ 
tion did not know what the actual 
consequences might be because it 
hasn’t tested the change. 

The nation’s only dress rehears¬ 
al for the 2020 census, currently 
taking place in Providence, R.I., 
does not include the citizenship 
question on the survey forwarded 
to residents. Nevertheless, Ross 
determined the benefits of in¬ 
cluding the question outweigh 
any concerns. 

California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra, a Democrat, 
filed a federal lawsuit immediate¬ 
ly after Ross announced the ques¬ 
tion would be added. The nation’s 


most populous state also has the 
highest number of foreign-born 
residents, most of whom are natu¬ 
ralized U.S. citizens or hold some 
other legal status. 

Last week, New York Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman led 
a coalition of 17 Democratic at¬ 
torneys general, the District of 
Columbia, six cities and the bipar¬ 
tisan U.S. Conference of Mayors 
in filing a second federal lawsuit. 
They contend the citizenship 
question will deter participation 
and illegally inhibit the Constitu¬ 
tion’s requirement for an “actual 
enumeration” of residents. 

A third lawsuit was filed last 
week by a group of seven Mary¬ 
land and Arizona residents who 
say adding the question could 
lead to an undercount that could 
diminish federal funding and 
congressional representation for 
their states. The Constitution re¬ 
quires representation in the U.S. 
House to be based on a count of 
the total residents in each state, 
not just citizens. 

The census, undertaken every 
10 years, also is used to determine 
how much money to distribute to 
local communities through vari¬ 
ous federal programs. 
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‘Drone k i ll er’ 

New device recruited to help curb UAV proliferation 



Photos by Hayne Palmour IV, The San Diego Union-Tribune/TNS 


Oceanside, Calif., police officer Mark Bussey aims the “drone killer” and explains how it works in the 
lobby of the Oceanside Police Department earlier this month. 



A small drone descends after being hit with radio waves from the “drone killer” device. 


The purpose is primarily for emergency situations. It won’t be 
used when someone complains about a neighbor flying a drone, f 

Lt. Aaron Doyle 

Oceanside (Calif.) Police Department 


By Phil Diehl 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO 
rones have been used 
for a lot more than mak¬ 
ing videos and deliver¬ 
ing pizzas. 

They have dropped drugs into 
prison yards, scouted out illegal 
border crossings and grounded 
lifesaving aerial firefighting ef¬ 
forts by accidentally wandering 
into the flight path. 

The sky may be the limit for 
drones, but law enforcement agen¬ 
cies are looking for a way to bring 
them back to earth. 

A new electronic device called 
a “drone killer” could be the 
answer. 

The Oceanside Police Depart¬ 
ment in California recently ac¬ 
quired San Diego County’s first 
drone killer, an electronic device 
that can disable a drone in the sky 
and force it back to the ground. 

Other area law enforcement 
agencies also are considering the 
technology as a way to rein in un¬ 
manned aerial vehicles, or UAVs. 

“The purpose is primarily for 
emergency situations,” Oceans¬ 
ide police Lt. Aaron Doyle said. 
“It won’t be used when someone 
complains about a neighbor flying 
a drone. It’s pretty much for a life- 
or-death situation, to save lives.” 

The need arose in December 
during North County’s Lilac fire, 
which destroyed more than 150 
structures and forced thousands 
of residents to flee their homes in 
the path of the flames. During the 
blaze, someone sent up a drone 
that forced aerial firefighting op¬ 
erations to cease for more than an 
hour to avoid a possible collision. 

“Shutting down the operations 
for an hour can be critical to sav¬ 
ing lives,” Doyle said. “We started 
looking for options in case it hap¬ 
pened again.” 

The search led officers to IXI 
Technology in Yorba Linda, Calif., 
a company that has been supply¬ 
ing high-tech electronic equip¬ 
ment to the U.S. military for 35 
years, and a new device it released 
in 2017. The company agreed to 
donate one of the drone killers, 
worth about $30,000, and made a 
formal presentation to the police 
department at the Oceanside City 
Council meeting on March 28. 

“We are the first law enforce¬ 
ment agency in San Diego County 
to have this device,” police Chief 
Frank McCoy said at the meeting. 

Interest spreads 

The San Diego County Sher¬ 
iff’s Department also has looked 
at anti-drone technology and ac¬ 
knowledges a need for the devic¬ 
es, sheriff’s Lt. Karen Stubkjaer 
said in an email. 

“We currently are not using 
this type of equipment, but have 
not ruled it out for future use,” 
she said. “Terrorist organizations 
are utilizing drones as well as 
organized narcotic groups. This 
type of technology may be im¬ 
portant in the future to safeguard 
the county jails, courthouses and 
communities.” 

The device, which looks like a 
gun, can be aimed like a rifle or a 
shotgun at a drone in the air. The 
30-degree field of its beam and its 
range of almost a half-mile make 
the target hard to miss. 

“In short, it breaks the com¬ 
mand and control between the 
drone and the operator,” said 


Andy Morabe, of IXI Technology. 

The airborne drone, depending 
on how it is programmed, will do 
one of three things. 

It will either return to its 
“home,” which is the place it was 
launched, hover in place or go 
straight to the ground and land. 


The company’s anti-drone de¬ 
vice was first used by the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment to protect the 2017 Rose Pa¬ 
rade, Morabe said. 

Since then, it has been used at 
a number of large public events 
around Los Angeles. 


The device can stop almost any 
of the hundreds of models of re¬ 
motely controlled aircraft that 
are available, Morabe said. 

When a new drone is encoun¬ 
tered that the device can’t de¬ 
feat, the anti-drone software will 
be rewritten to include the new 


model and an update will be is¬ 
sued within days, he said. Op¬ 
erators can download the update 
from the internet, just like any 
new or updated app for a phone or 
computer. 

Advancing technology and 
lower prices have led to a prolif¬ 
eration of drones in recent years, 
from the small ones with cam¬ 
eras sold online and in depart¬ 
ment stores to large ones used by 
the military to carry weapons. 
Drones have been used by crimi¬ 
nals to drop contraband into pris¬ 
on yards and by drug cartels to 
monitor the U.S.-Mexico border, 
Morabe said. 

U.S penitentiaries, the Border 
Patrol, and the military are all 
interested in the anti-drone tech¬ 
nology, he said. Marines at Camp 
Pendleton in California trained 
with the device just last month, 
according to a story by Reuters 
news service. 

Law enforcement agencies 
across the United States are rap¬ 
idly adopting the use of drones. 

Eyes in the sky 

The San Diego County Sheriff’s 
Department became the first law 
enforcement agency in the coun¬ 
ty to use drones for surveillance 
in 2016. The eyes in the sky have 
assisted in dozens of homicide in¬ 
vestigations, SWAT incidents and 
search-and-rescue missions. 

The Chula Vista Police Depart¬ 
ment bought its first two drones 
this year, and police in Carlsbad 
and Escondido, Calif., have said 
they are interested. 

The Oceanside Police Depart¬ 
ment acquired its first drone a 
few months ago, Doyle said. 

“It’s a great tool to use to find 
people who are missing,” he said, 
whether it’s an Alzheimer’s pa¬ 
tient who walked away from home 
or a criminal fleeing a crime. The 
drone has a heat-sensitive infra¬ 
red camera to help locate people 
at night. 

“Right now, we can only fly it 
during the day,” he said. “The 
program is still in its infancy.” 

Officers are working to become 
certified by the Federal Aviation 
Administration and to establish 
local policies for when drones 
and the anti-drone device can or 
should be used. 

Oceanside’s location next to 
Camp Pendleton Marine Corps 
Base, where training frequently 
causes brush fires, increases the 
need for a way to control drones 
during emergencies, Doyle said. 

The Oceanside City Coun¬ 
cil gave its initial approval to a 
drone ordinance on Nov. 1 and is 
still awaiting a final version. That 
ordinance, when finished later 
this year, is expected to prohibit 
drones over occupied schools 
and some other public places and 
may require a permit to operate 
drones in some situations. 

Police often hear complaints 
about drones invading people’s 
privacy and, in some cases, creat¬ 
ing a safety hazard. Last year, a 
drone hit an unsuspecting beach- 
goer, causing a minor injury, near 
the Oceanside pier. 

Several cities already have 
adopted policies for the use of 
drones. 

Poway, Calif., approved an or¬ 
dinance in 2015 that restricts 
the use of drones over much of 
the city, but officials said it will 
be enforced only in emergencies, 
such as to protect aircraft fight¬ 
ing wildfires. 
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Russia: Western-made nerve 
agent found in UK samples 


Associated. Press 

MOSCOW — Russia’s foreign 
minister says Moscow received 
a document from a Swiss lab that 
analyzed the samples in the nerve 
agent poisoning of an ex-Russian 
spy which points at a Western- 
designed nerve agent as a likely 
cause. 

Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
Saturday that Moscow received 


Associated Press 

BANGKOK — Myanmar has 
accepted what appears to be the 
first five among some 700,000 Ro- 
hingya Muslim refugees who fled 
military-led violence against the 
minority group, even though the 
U.N. says it is not yet safe for them 
to return home. 

A government statement said 
Saturday that five members of a 
family returned to western Ra- 
khine state from a refugee camp 
across the border in Bangladesh. 

The statement said authorities 
provided them with a national ver¬ 
ification card — a form of ID that 
doesn’t mean citizenship that Ro- 


the confidential information from 
the laboratory in Spiez, Switzer¬ 
land, that analyzed samples from 
the site of the March 4 poisoning 
of Sergei Skripal and his daughter 
in the English city of Salisbury. 

He said the analysis was done 
at the request of the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons. 

The OPCW’s report confirmed 
British findings that the Skripals 


hingya have been denied in Bud- 
dhist-majority Myanmar, where 
they have faced persecution. 

It said that the family was stay¬ 
ing temporarily with relatives in 
Maungdaw town, the administra¬ 
tive center close to the border. 

The statement did not say if 
any more repatriations are being 
planned. Bangladesh has given 
Myanmar a list of more than 8,000 
refugees to begin the repatriation, 
but a complicated verification pro¬ 
cess has slowed repatriation. 

The two countries agreed in De¬ 
cember to begin repatriating them 
in January, but they were delayed 
by concerns among aid workers 
and Rohingya that they would face 


were poisoned with a military- 
grade nerve agent, but didn’t say 
who was responsible. 

Britain has accused Russia of 
poisoning them with a Soviet-de¬ 
signed agent, an accusation that 
Moscow denies. 

Lavrov said the document indi¬ 
cated that the samples from Salis¬ 
bury contained BZ nerve agent 
and its precursor. He said BZ 
was part of chemical arsenals of 


unsafe conditions in Myanmar. 

Hundreds of Rohingya were 
reportedly killed in the recent vio¬ 
lence, and many houses and vil¬ 
lages burned to the ground. The 
United Nations and the U.S. have 
described the army crackdown as 
“ethnic cleansing.” 

On Friday, the U.N. refugee 
agency, UNHCR, and Bangla¬ 
desh finalized a memorandum of 
understanding that describes the 
repatriation process as “safe, vol¬ 
untary and dignified... in line with 
international standards.” 

The UNHCR said it “considers 
that conditions in Myanmar are 
not yet conducive for returns to be 
safe, dignified, and sustainable. 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov said a nerve agent that 
poisoned an ex-Russian spy 
came from a Western source. 

the U.S., Britain and other NATO 
countries, while the Soviet Union 
and Russia never developed the 
agent. 


The responsibility for creating 
such conditions remains with the 
Myanmar authorities, and these 
must go beyond the preparation 
of physical infrastructure to facili¬ 
tate logistical arrangements.” 

Myanmar Social Welfare Min¬ 
ister Win Myat Aye met with about 
40 refugees at the Kutupalong 
camp in Cox’s Bazar in Bangla¬ 
desh for more than an hour, some¬ 
times exchanging heated words. 

A Rohingya leader, Abdur 
Rahim, said at least eight rape vic¬ 
tims were among those who met 
with him. Rahim said the group 
presented 13 demands for the gov¬ 
ernment to meet for their return 
to Myanmar. 


Egypt: 8 troops killed, 
15 wounded in Sinai 

CAIRO — Militants wearing 
explosive belts blew themselves 
up as they tried to infiltrate a 
military base in Egypt’s central 
Sinai, killing eight soldiers and 
wounding 15 others, the military 
said Saturday. 

The clashes at dawn left 14 
militants dead. They were armed 
with rifles and RPGs, the armed 
forces said in a statement. The 
attack comes two months after 
the launch of a massive operation 
against militants in Sinai as well 
as parts of Egypt’s Nile Delta and 
Western Desert, along the porous 
border with Libya. 

Islamic State claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the attack in a statement 
on its Aamaq news agency. ISIS’ 
local affiliate is spearheading 
an insurgency in Egypt’s Sinai 
Peninsula. 

Protests against 
Macron bring arrests 

PARIS — French authorities 
say 63 people have been arrested 
and nine police officers injured 
as protests took place in two cities 
amid simmering anger at Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron’s labor 
law changes. 

Interior Minister Gerard Col- 
lomb denounced the violence and 
damage to stores and public build¬ 
ings at the edges of Saturday’s pro¬ 
tests in Nantes in western France 
and Montpellier in the south. 

Other protests Saturday around 
France were largely peaceful. 
Train workers were marching 
during strikes over Macron’s rail¬ 
way labor reform plan. 

Macron is going on national 
television Sunday night to explain 
his reforms to the French econ¬ 
omy. He says he’s making the 
country more competitive glob¬ 
ally, while workers fear losing job 
protections. 

US pastor on trial for 
alleged terrorist ties 

ISTANBUL — An American 
pastor imprisoned in Turkey is 
going on trial for alleged terror¬ 
ist ties and spying in a case that 
has increased tensions between 
Washington and Ankara. 

Andrew Craig Brunson, an 
evangelical pastor from North 
Carolina, is facing 35 years in 
prison on charges of “committing 
crimes on behalf of terror groups 
without being a member” and “es¬ 
pionage.” The trial begins Mon¬ 
day in western Izmir province. 

He was arrested in December 
2016 for alleged links to both 
an outlawed Kurdish insurgent 
group and the network of the U.S.- 
based Muslim cleric who Turkey 
blames for a masterminding a 
failed military coup that year. 
The cleric, Fethullah Gulen, de¬ 
nies the claim. 

Brunson has denied all allega¬ 
tions and maintains that he solely 
worked as a pastor 

American officials have re¬ 
peatedly requested that Brunson 
be released. 

Turkish President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan fired back at Wash¬ 
ington in September, demanding 
that the U.S. first return Gulen. 

From The Associated Press 


S. Africa bids farewell to anti-apartheid activist 



Jerome Delay/AP 


Mourners line the streets of Soweto, South Africa, as the body of anti-apartheid icon Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela is returned to her home from the funeral parlor. 


By Krista Mahr 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — Tens of thousands 
of people sang, cheered and cried as the flag- 
draped casket of anti-apartheid activist Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela was escorted from her of¬ 
ficial funeral on Saturday. 

Heads of state joined the five-hour celebra¬ 
tion of the powerful figure who will be buried 
as a national hero following lively debate over 
how she should be remembered after her death 
on April 2 at age 81. 

Often called the “Mother of the Nation” and 
“Mama Winnie,” Madikizela-Mandela fought 
to keep South Africa’s anti-apartheid struggle 
in the international spotlight while her hus¬ 
band, Nelson Mandela, was imprisoned. 

Many South Africans have stood up for Ma¬ 
dikizela-Mandela against critics who charac¬ 
terized her as a problematic figure implicated 
in political violence. 

Since her death, supporters have visited Ma- 
dikizela-Mandela’s family home in Soweto, the 
Johannesburg township where she lived, and 
condolences have poured in from around the 
world in remembrance of one of the 20th cen¬ 
tury’s most prominent political activists. 

The young Madikizela-Mandela grew up in 
what is now Eastern Cape province and came 
to Johannesburg as the city’s first black female 
social worker. Not long after, she met African 
National Congress activist Mandela, and the 
couple married in 1958. 

After Mandela was imprisoned, Madikizela- 
Mandela embraced her own leadership in the 
freedom struggle with steely determination 
and at great personal sacrifice. 

For years, she was routinely harassed by 
apartheid-state security forces, imprisoned 
and tortured. In 1977, she was banished to a 
remote town. 


It took a toll. When Madikizela-Mandela re¬ 
turned from exile she became involved with 
a group of young men known as the Mandela 
United Football Club. The men were accused 
of the disappearances and killings of at least 
18 boys and young men, and the leader was 
convicted of killing a 14-year-old, nicknamed 
“Stompie,” accused of being a police informer. 

In 1991, a court found Madikizela-Mandela 
guilty of the boy’s kidnapping and assault and 
sentenced her to six years in jail. She appealed 
and was found guilty of being an accessory in 
the assault, and the sentence was reduced to a 


fine and suspended prison term. Madikizela- 
Mandela denied knowledge of any killings. 

Mandela divorced her in 1996, claiming in¬ 
fidelity and saying that after his release from 
prison, his wife made him “the loneliest man.” 

Zenani Mandela-Dlamini, her elder daugh¬ 
ter, accused the media of being complicit in a 
long “smear campaign” against her mother. 

“Praising her now that she’s gone shows 
what hypocrites you are,” she said during her 
speech. “It’s become clear that South Africa, 
and indeed the world, holds men and women to 
different standards of morality.” 


Myanmar takes back 1 Rohingya family despite UN concerns 
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Man charged in failed 
robbery, ‘busjacking’ 

Hil NEWCARROLLTON 
I v I U — A man is accused 
of trying to steal a Metrobus in 
Maryland after the bus operator 
interrupted a passenger robbery. 

Tariq Kirkland, 38, allegedly 
attempted to rob a passenger at 
knifepoint. News outlets cite a 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority news release 
saying the bus operator heard the 
commotion, pulled over and called 
the transit’s authority center. 

The release said Kirkland then 
attempted an armed “busjacking” 
by ordering the driver and 16 pas¬ 
sengers to leave. Upon exiting the 
bus, the driver flagged down a 
Prince George’s County Police of¬ 
ficer who detained Kirkland. 

Kirkland is charged with at¬ 
tempted armed carjacking, at¬ 
tempted robbery and first-degree 
assault. 

Town wants UFO 
memorial moved 

■til Jt SHEFFIELD — A 
IYIM memorial in a remote 
corner of Massachusetts that 
marks a 1969 UFO sighting has 
been ordered moved, but one man 
who experienced a close encoun¬ 
ter is objecting. 

The 5,000-pound memorial in 
Sheffield was installed in 2015 
but was moved about 30 feet a 
few weeks later when it was dis¬ 
covered it was on town land. 

Now, Town Administrator 
Rhonda LaBombard told The 
Berkshire Eagle it has to be 
moved again because it’s on a 
town right-of-way easement. 

That’s not sitting well with 
Thom Reed. He was 9 when he, 
his mother, grandmother and 
brother saw what he described 
as a “self-contained glow” that 
flooded their car with an amber 
light. About 40 people in several 
surrounding towns reported the 
strange light. 

Home-schooled student 
banned from prom 

P| DEFUNIAK SPRINGS 
r L — A 17-year-old home- 
schooled student is being banned 
from a high school’s prom even 
though she has participated in 
extracurricular activities there. 

The Northwest Florida Daily 
News reported that Hannah Coo¬ 
per bought an $800 gown, and her 
date rented a tux in anticipation 
of Saturday night’s Walton High 
prom, but she was told the previ¬ 
ous Monday she couldn’t attend. 

Florida law says home-schooled 
students can participate in their 
local school’s extracurricular ac¬ 
tivities, and Cooper had attended 
fall’s homecoming dance, helped 
build the Class of 2019 float and 
tried out for softball. But school 
officials said the prom is an event 
not an activity and only Walton 
High students and their dates can 
attend. 

Police raid pot factory 
in city neighborhood 

U CLEVELAND 

— Cleveland police 
alerted by odors emanating 


THE CENSUS 


5.38 


The size, in inches, of a hailstone that fell in Cullman County, Ala., on March 19. The chunk of ice, 
which weighed in at nearly 10 ounces, is the largest hailstone in Alabama’s weather record books. 
The hailstone fell in the yard of Cullman Tribune writer Craig Mann, who saved it before notifying the 
National Weather Service in Huntsville. The largest U.S. hailstone on record fell in 2010 in South 
Dakota; it weighed 1.93 pounds. 


Devon Ravine, Northwest Florida Daily News/AP 

Lucky on the 13th 

Kayley Smith gets a tattoo from artist Jana Graves at Defiance Tattoo Company in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., on Friday. Each Friday the 13th, 
Defiance Tattoo owner “Impala Pat” opens his doors for clients to receive small tattoos for a discounted price. More than 100 people were 
waiting in line for this year’s event. 


from a building’s exhaust system 
raided a large indoor marijuana 
grow operation in an inner-city 
neighborhood. 

Cleveland.com reported that 
police during a raid Friday found 
around 250 plants and 300 pounds 
of harvested marijuana inside a 
building outfitted with grow lights 
worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

A man identified as the opera¬ 
tor of the grow site was arrested. 
Cleveland police district Com¬ 
mander Brandon Kutz said inves¬ 
tigators will confer with Cuyahoga 
County and federal prosecutors 
about possible charges. 

Dad delayed by shave; 
baby is born in vehicle 

||i| Q COLUMBIA — A 
soon-to-be Mississip¬ 
pi father thought he had time to 
shave before taking his pregnant 
wife to the hospital, but he cut it 
too close. 

After shaving to be ready for 
church if it was a false alarm, 
Carl Sanders loaded Aquilla 
Sanders into the car on April 8 to 
drive from Columbia to a Hatties¬ 
burg hospital. 

WDAM-TV reported Aquilla 
Sanders’ water broke during the 


trip. She said that two minutes 
later, she pushed, and baby Lorin 
arrived. 

Carl Sanders said he saw the ba¬ 
by’s head and pulled over to help. 
The family phoned for an ambu¬ 
lance, but a passer-by helped with 
the delivery. 

Community turkey 
is killed by vehicle 

IKI NEW CASTLE — A 

11 wild turkey that had be¬ 
come the talk of an eastern Indi¬ 
ana community died after being 
struck by a motor vehicle. 

The New Castle mayor’s office 
told The (Muncie) Star Press the 
turkey that was strutting its stuff 
in the city died in a “hit-and-run” 
collision Friday morning. 

The turkey had been seen 
walking around Indiana 3 in the 
center of town and chasing down 
vehicles in a 45 mph speed zone 
for the past few weeks. 

Local residents called the tur¬ 
key “Free Bird.” 

Researchers work to 
free entangled whale 

||i| A PROVINCETOWN 
IVI — Researchers off the 


coast of Provincetown are trying 
to free an entangled North Atlan¬ 
tic right whale from fishing line 
wrapped around her jaw. 

The Cape Cod Times reported 
the whale, dubbed “Kleenex,” 
has had the fishing line wrapped 
around her jaw for three years. 
Researchers and scientists are 
working in the Stellwagen Bank 
National Marine Sanctuary to re¬ 
move it. 

Kleenex, who is described as 
being “quite thin,” must have it 
taken off over several attempts 
because there is no trailing end 
to the cable, making it difficult to 
tug away. 

Argument over dog 
leads to custody fight 

P| MADEIRA BEACH 
I L — A rift between two 
former neighbors has resulted in 
them sharing custody of a Labra¬ 
dor retriever mix. 

The Tampa Bay Times re¬ 
ported Tina Marie Walker and 
David Somerville lived next to 
each other in a Florida apartment 
complex when he drove her in 
2016 to an animal shelter, where 
she adopted Elario. 

When she worked, Somerville 
would take the dog for walks 


and to the dog park. He said he 
paid the dog’s vet bills. That led 
to a rift over who really was the 
dog’s owner, and Somerville sued 
Walker in small claims court. A 
judge ruled recently that they are 
to share custody. 

Judge is recorded 
disparaging defendants 

tk PALM SPRINGS — A 
California judge who 
sentenced two men to life in 
prison for murder was secretly 
recorded during the trial calling 
them “a—holes” and “clowns” and 
saying he planned to make a rul¬ 
ing that would help the prosecu¬ 
tion, a newspaper reported. 

Riverside County Superior 
Court Judge David B. Downing 
made the statements in 2012, 
according to The Desert Sun of 
Palm Springs. 

The comments were recorded 
on a defendant’s laptop during a 
break in proceedings during jury 
selection for the trial of Kaushal 
Niroula and Daniel Garcia. They 
were among six men who pleaded 
guilty or were convicted in the 
death of Clifford Lambert, 74, a 
Palm Springs retired art dealer. 
From wire reports 
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‘Roseanne’ star Emma Kenney 
seeking help for her 'battles' 


Exposed 


Nick Nolte looks back 
on his movie roles, 
drugs, mug shots 






k 

May Chen, 
his editor at 
HarperCollins, 
... calls [Nick 
Nolte] a ‘very 
self-aware 
author, not 
afraid to delve 
into his own 
darkness. 

“He's not 
embarrassed 
about it. This 
is his life. 
Obviously, 

I’m sure he’s 
regretful 
of some of 
these things, 
but he’s not 
embarrassed by 
it. He owns up 
to it.” 


Actor Nick Nolte has released his memoir, “Rebel: My Life Outside the Lines.” 


By Mark Kennedy 

Associated Press 

Y bu might remember Nick Nolte’s infamous 
mug shot from 2002, the one where the 
three-time Oscar nominee wears his hair 
wild and his shirt Hawaiian. But did you 
know he has another one from many years before 
that arrest? 

In 1961, Nolte was busted for selling fake draft 
cards, fined $75,000 and sentenced to 75 years in 
prison, later suspended. In that booking photo, a 
pre-famous Nolte wears his hair short and a but¬ 
ton-down shirt. 

Both embarrassing incidents are heartily dis¬ 
cussed in his new memoir, “Rebel: My Life Outside 
the Lines.” Nolte, 77, is now ready to tell his story 
— warts and all. The arrests act almost like book- 
ends to a sometimes crazy life. 

“I’ve had two mug shots in my lifetime. It’s hard 
to get those. And if you get them, you better make 
sure you examine the circumstances that you got 
them,” Nolte told The Associated Press. “The best 
way to deal with the biggest mistakes in your life is 
to discuss them. With everybody, including God.” 

The autobiography traces the rise of the head¬ 
strong Nolte — literally, because he had the bizarre 
habit of head-butting parked cars. He was a Mid¬ 
western boy, a natural jock, who found fame later 
in life when he traded in performing on the stage to 
movies. “Acting always appealed to me a lot because 
it’s risk taking. And it’s something I don’t do natu¬ 
rally. I mean, when I’m standing backstage and that 
curtain is about to open I say, ‘Why would you do this 
to yourself? Are you really that much of an idiot to 
just expose yourself to a thousand people?”’ he said. 

“And then the curtain opens and, if it goes all 
right, you don’t remember opening night — there’s 
too much adrenaline. Actors are risk takers. And 
they’re taking the risks for their own sanity.” 


Nolte, whose hits include “The Prince of Tides,” 
“Cape Fear,” “Lorenzo’s Oil,” “The Good Thief,” 
“The Thin Red Line” and “48 Hrs.,” self-medicat¬ 
ed to quell his inner demons. “A little chaos around 
keeps me sane,” he writes. 

The book recounts his amazing appetite for drugs 
— including coke, LSD, HGH and GHB — and the 
time he single-handedly saved the movie “Under 
Fire” by smuggling the film canisters out of Mex¬ 
ico, one step ahead of the law. We learn he ate real 
dog food in “Down and Out in Beverly Hills,” and 
he took real heroin during the eight-week shoot of 
“The Good Thief” to better portray a heroin addict. 
He slept with Jacqueline Bisset during filming of 
“The Deep,” but his inability to skate lost him a 
part in “Slap Shot.” He was offered “Superman,” 
but saw nothing super about the role. 

May Chen, his editor at HarperCollins, said Nolte 
wrote some of the book by telling his stories out loud. 
Those anecdotes were later stitched together, along¬ 
side journal entries and his own longhand writings. 
She calls him a “very self-aware” author, not afraid 
to delve into his own darkness. 

“He’s not embarrassed about it. This is his life. 
Obviously, I’m sure he’s regretful of some of these 
things, but he’s not embarrassed by it. He owns up to 
it,” she said. “Now with hindsight, all these decades 
later, he can look back and I think he realizes how 
often things could have really gone wrong for him.” 

And, of course, there’s the story of his infamous 
Sept. 11,2002, arrest. That day he’d gone to the gym 
for a GHB-enhanced workout but felt too messed 
up. So he headed toward an Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting but didn’t go in, instead weaving down the 
Pacific Coast Highway. 

“I needed help,” he wrote. He says his booking 
photo resembles “an asylum inmate out for a lark in 
his flower-print Hawaiian shirt.” Now sober, Nolte 
can chuckle. “I take full responsibility for that one,” 
he said. 


“Roseanne” actress Emma Kenney says 
she’s taking a break from social media and 
Los Angeles. 

Her tweet comes after the 18-year-old 
told In Touch she’s going to seek “treatment 
for my battles.” She didn’t specify what 
type of treatment, but said she’s “going to 
get help and make better choices.” 

Kenney plays granddaughter Har¬ 
ris Conner-Healy on ABC’s revival of 
“Roseanne.” 

Kenney says she was running with a 
“really fast crowd” and doing things that 
weren’t legal because she’s not 21. Kenney 
says she felt anxious and depressed. She 
called it a slippery slope that she didn’t want 
to go down. She says that while it didn’t af¬ 
fect her work, her private life suffered. 

Television shows, Spears 
receive GLAAD Media awards 

“This Is Us” was named outstanding tele¬ 
vision drama April 12 at the GLAAD Media 
Awards at a ceremony that buzzed with ex¬ 
citement for honoree Britney Spears. 

The 29th annual ceremony held April 12 
at the Beverly Hilton Hotel also recognized 
“Master of None” for an episode in which 
Lena Waithe’s character comes out to her 
family. Waithe co-wrote the episode, which 
drew on her own experiences coming out. 

The night’s biggest honor went to Spears, 
who was presented the Vanguard Award. 
The award recognizes an entertainer 
GLAAD says has made a significant differ¬ 
ence in promoting equality and acceptance 
of LGBTQ people. The GLAAD Media 
Awards bestows awards for projects that 
provide “fair, accurate and multi-dimen¬ 
sional” depictions of LGBTQ characters. 

Other news 

■ Khloe Kardashian has given birth to a 
daughter with Cleveland Cavaliers player 
Tristan Thompson. Kardashian’s repre¬ 
sentatives have not commented on the 
birth, which was first reported by TMZ. 

■ Actor and comedian Will Ferrell was 
rushed to a hospital April 12 after he was re¬ 
portedly involved in a serious two-car crash 
in southern California. The crash happened 
on Interstate 5 and caused the SUV that 
Ferrell was riding in to flip over, TMZ re¬ 
ported. Ferrell was one of three passengers 
in the SUV, and all were taken to a hospital, 
according to the celebrity news site. 

■ Arnold Schwarzenegger says he’s 
good, but not great, following heart sur¬ 
gery. The 70-year-old “Terminator” actor 
and former California governor released a 
short video on Twitter on April 12 updat¬ 
ing his condition and thanking people for 
the support. Schwarzenegger underwent a 
scheduled heart procedure on March 29. 

■ Martin Scorsese will direct a comedy 
special for Netflix on the Canadian sketch 
comedy show “SCTV.” Netflix on April 12 
announced the untitled project that will 
reunite many of the stars of the 1976-1984 
show at Toronto’s Elgin Theatre on May 13. 
From wire reports 


‘SVU’ star Hargitay takes advocacy for sex assault victims to HBO 


By John Carucci 

Associated Press 

Portraying a heroic sex crimes 
detective on television has pro¬ 
vided Mariska Hargitay with a 
platform to help sexual assault 
victims in real life. 

Hargitay, who stars as Detec¬ 
tive Olivia Benson in the police 
procedural “Law and Order: 
SVU,” has turned her clout as 
an advocate for victims into the 
upcoming HBO documentary “I 


Am Evidence,” where she also 
serves as producer. 

“I feel like I was given a gift 
with this role. I was given a plat¬ 
form. It was a way for me to re¬ 
spond. I’ve had the privilege of 
having had so many survivors 
share their stories with me, and I 
feel a responsibility to that,” Har¬ 
gitay said. 

She admits backing the docu¬ 
mentary was driven by her “own 
outrage” of the way victims of 
sexual assault are treated by the 


system. “People say, ‘why did you 
make this movie?’ I said because I 
was really mad,” Hargitay said. 

The film, which premieres 
Monday on HBO, focuses on four 
survivors whose rape kits went 
untested for years. Part of the 
problem is that many states have 
no legislation that demands test¬ 
ing within a reasonable period. As 
a result, hundreds of thousands of 
kits are backlogged, with many 
never tested. The documentary 
also examines the victim blaming 


that some rape survivors encoun¬ 
ter from law enforcement officers 
who aren’t properly trained. 

Hargitay started the Joyful 
Heart Foundation in 2004 as a 
means to help victims of sexual 
assault heal from their emotional 
trauma. 

She said sexual assault sur¬ 
vivors have reached out to her 
through letters and emails. Over 
time, she realized that Benson 
serves as a role model for their 
unheard voices, and want to make 


sure they are heard. 

While the film deals with how 
rape victims are treated, Hargitay 
envisions a world where sexual 
assault never happens again. Har¬ 
gitay feels fixing these problems 
are more basic than we realize. 
“Compassion and empathy would 
heal so much, and it’s so simple. 
Women have carried this burden 
for so long, and it’s men that need 
to engage,” Hargitay said. “Every¬ 
thing we need to know we learned 
in kindergarten.” 
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Tax law helps 3 US banks post higher profits 


By Ken Sweet 
and Matt Ott 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Three of Ameri¬ 
ca’s biggest banks reported higher 
profits Friday, with a huge assist 
from the tax law passed late last 
year. 

JPMorgan reported a record 
quarterly profit, while Citigroup 
and Wells Fargo topped analyst 
expectations. 

Banks are expected to be major 
beneficiaries of the tax overhaul, 
which sharply lowered corporate 
tax rates. Comparing each of the 
effective tax rates from last year 
to this year, the three Wall Street 
banks that reported earnings 
Friday appeared to have saved 
roughly $1.6 billion altogether. 

The first-quarter earnings sea¬ 
son will give investors and the 
public their first good look into 
how President Donald Trump’s 
tax law is affecting Corporate 
America. Publicly traded banks 
are the first major industry to re¬ 


port their results each quarter. 

Net income at JPMorgan Chase, 
the nation’s largest bank by as¬ 
sets and deposits, rose 35 percent 
to $8.71 billion. The result was 
primarily driven by two factors: 
higher interest rates, which have 
allowed banks such as JPMorgan 
to charge more for customers to 
borrow, and the lower corporate 
tax rate. 

However, JPMorgan had to set 
aside more money to cover bad 
loans in its consumer bank, where 
delinquencies have been steadily 
edging higher. JPMorgan shares 
fell 2.7 percent, while shares of 
Wells Fargo slipped 3.4 percent 
and Citigroup shares dropped 1.6 
percent. 

While JPMorgan’s pretax in¬ 
come rose by $2 billion in the 
quarter, the company said it ef¬ 
fectively paid $240 million less in 
taxes compared with a year earli¬ 
er. The bank paid an effective tax 
rate of 18.3 percent in the quar¬ 
ter, compared with a rate of 22.7 
percent a year earlier. Before the 


changes to tax law, JPMorgan’s 
effective tax rate averaged in the 
high 20 percent range. 

JPMorgan Chief Executive Of¬ 
ficer Jamie Dimon has been a big 
promoter of the tax overhaul, say¬ 
ing it would be good for business¬ 
es as well as average Americans. 
Soon after Trump signed the law 
into place, the bank announced 
higher salaries for most of its re¬ 
tail bank employees and said it 
would open branches in a handful 
of new markets. It also announced 
an expansion of small business 
lending. 

“The global economy continues 
to do well, and we remain optimis¬ 
tic about the positive impact of tax 
reform in the U.S. as business sen¬ 
timent remains upbeat, and con¬ 
sumers benefit from job and wage 
growth,” Dimon in a statement. 

Other bank executives were just 
as optimistic when speaking about 
the tax law’s impact. Citigroup 
Chief Financial Officer John Ger- 
spach told reporters Friday that 
businesses had only begun taking 


advantage of the changes. 

“I think the best is yet to come,” 
he said. 

Rising interest rates helped 
JPMorgan Chase and Citigroup, 
but not Wells Fargo, which contin¬ 
ues to struggle under the weight 
of several scandals and investiga¬ 
tions. Wells disclosed as part of 
its earnings that they may have to 
pay as much as $1 billion to fed¬ 
eral regulators to settle investiga¬ 
tions being conducted by financial 
regulatory agencies. 

The Federal Reserve has been 
steadily raising interest rates for 
more than two years. Net interest 
income at JPMorgan was $13.3 
billion, up 10 percent from a year 
earlier. At Citigroup, net interest 
revenues were $16.33 billion, up 
12 percent from a year earlier. 
Wells Fargo reported a slight de¬ 
cline in interest income. 

There were some concerns 
about JPMorgan’s credit quality, 
however. The bank had to set aside 
more money to cover potentially 
bad loans, and the bank’s total 


Former Tronc chairman selling company stock 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A former chairman of the 
Tronc company who stepped down amid alle¬ 
gations of sexual misconduct is selling all of 
his stock for about $228 million. 

Michael Ferro’s company, Merrick Media, 
listed the sale in a filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission on Friday. 

The company lists the buyer as McCormick 
Media LLC, a Chicago-based corporation 
managed by Sargent McCormick. McCor¬ 
mick is a descendent of Chicago Tribune pub¬ 
lisher Robert McCormick. McCormick Media 
bought almost 9.1 million shares for $23 a 
share to become Tronc’s largest shareholder. 

Formerly Tribune Co., Tronc operates 


newspapers including the Chicago Tribune, 
New York Daily News and The Baltimore 
Sun. Ferro bought a stake in the company in 
2016. During his time as chairman, the com¬ 
pany bought the Daily News, tried and failed 
to buy the Chicago Sun-Times, and fended off 
a buyout attempt from USA Today publisher 
Gannett. 

The company sold the Los Angeles Times 
last month after the paper’s staff voted to 
unionize for the first time in its 136-year his¬ 
tory. Staffers said they were frustrated that 
Tronc signed a contract with a consulting 
company owned by Ferro that was worth $5 
million per year at a time staff benefits were 
being cut. 


At the same time, it was announced that 
Times CEO Ross Levinsohn would go on un¬ 
paid leave after revelations that he was a de¬ 
fendant in two sexual harassment lawsuits 
stemming from alleged incidents earlier in his 
career. Tronc sold the Times and other papers 
to Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong for $500 million, 
along with $90 million in pension benefits. 

Ferro retired as Tronc’s chairman last 
month. Just hours after his announcement, 
Fortune magazine reported allegations by 
two women that Ferro made unwanted sexual 
advances during 2013 and 2016, before he be¬ 
came chairman. Fortune said Ferro declined 
to comment. The company said it was not 
aware of any claims filed against him. 


charge-off rate — the percentage 
of loans it expects are not likely to 
be repaid — climbed to 1.20 per¬ 
cent of all loans. That compares 
with 1.07 percent of loans in the 
second quarter of 2017. 

Citi also had to add to its loan- 
loss reserves and reported an 8 
percent increase in its total credit 
losses in the quarter. 

Wells reported first-quarter 
earnings of $5.9 billion, topping 
Wall Street’s per-share expecta¬ 
tions by 6 cents, according to a 
FactSet survey, 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 16). 

Dollar buys (April 16). 

British pound (April 16). 

Japanese yen (April 16). 

South Korean won (April 16)... 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Hong Kong (Dollar)... 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 
Singapore (Dollar).... 

South Korea (Won)... 
Switzerland (Franc).. 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 


...$1.2641 

...€0.7911 

.$1.46 

.104.00 

. 1,044.00 


1.2612 


.6.2761 

.6.0396 

.17.6103 

,$1.2334/0.8108 

.7.8508 

.251.89 

.3.5262 

.107.41 

.0.2999 

..7.7797 

.51.95 

.3.38 

.3.7504 

.1.3123 

.1,072.33 

.0.9622 

.31.16 

4.0994 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.69 

3-month bill.1.75 

30-year bond.3.03 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 



WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



Guam | 

84/81 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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OPINION _ 

Here’s why countries choose airstrikes 


By Carla Martinez-Machain 
and Susan Hannah Allen 
Special To The Washington Post 

F ollowing his tweet last Wednesday 
that missiles “will be coming” in 
Syria, President Donald Trump 
on Friday night announced U.S. 
airstrikes in multiple sites, including 
Damascus. The targeted sites were ones 
believed to be capable of storing chemical 
weapons and/or chemical precursors. The 
attacks were carried out in retaliation for 
the alleged April 7 chemical weapons at¬ 
tack by President Bashar Assad’s regime. 

This is not the first time Trump has or¬ 
dered airstrikes in Syria, of course. In 
April 2017, Trump used airstrikes against 
Shayrat Airbase in the aftermath of another 
chemical attack by the Assad regime. Even 
though last week’s strike appears to have 
been much larger than last year’s, this re¬ 
mained an airstrike-only operation. 

Why did Trump opt for airstrikes again 
to retaliate against the regime? In a recently 
published paper in the Journal of Global Se¬ 
curity Studies, we examine why countries 
use air power. 

Airstrikes are one of many tools that 
states use to get what they want in the in¬ 
ternational system. Given that not all policy 
tools are appropriate for all crises, our re¬ 
search examines the circumstances when 
states choose to use airstrikes over other op¬ 
tions (such as economic sanctions or ground 
campaigns) as a coercive tool. 

Reliance on air power has greatly in¬ 
creased in recent decades as technology 
and targeting have improved. Drawing on 
earlier work, we consider the ways that air 
power is used in modern warfare. 

Importantly, we find key differences 
between the choice to use airstrikes alone 
(as occurred in NATO’s war for Kosovo in 
1999) and uses of air power in conjunction 
with boots on the ground — like the 1991 
Gulf War. 


Here’s how we did our research: 

We looked at all international crises, 
based on the Interstate Crisis Behavior 
Project, that occurred between 1908 and 
2006. We used a range of primary and 
secondary sources to collect new data on 
whether or not air power was used in each 
crisis, and how air power was deployed. We 
also looked at political goals in the crisis to 
see how a country’s choice of foreign policy 
tools relates to the stakes of the crisis. 

Democracies aren’t more prone to use 
airstrikes — but rich states are. 

We looked at some popular expectations 
about why states would choose air power. 
Traditionally, there is the perception that 
democracies are more likely to use air¬ 
strikes — and only airstrikes — because 
democratic leaders are too afraid to put 
boots on the ground and risk casualties. 

Policymakers and even potential target 
states have shared that perception. Since 
the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam, numer¬ 
ous militarily weaker states have gambled 
on their ability to outlast American public 
acceptance of casualties. 

Contrary to popular perceptions about 
the cost sensitivity of democracies, we find 
that democratic states are not more likely 
than their autocratic counterparts to em¬ 
ploy air-only campaigns. 

But rich states — and by extension, mili¬ 
tarily powerful states — are more likely to 
use airstrikes. This dynamic helps us un¬ 
derstand Saudi Arabia’s military campaign 
in Yemen, for instance. 

The second popular expectation we ex¬ 
amine is whether or not airstrikes are a 
signal of low resolve. Do rich and powerful 
states just use air power when they don’t 
care enough to put boots on the ground? 
Both Saddam Hussein and Slobodan Milos¬ 
evic certainly acted like they believed just 
that — they attempted to resist U.S.-led air¬ 
strikes on multiple occasions. 

We found support for the idea that lower 
stakes make an airstrikes-only strategy 


more likely. In high-stakes conflicts, states 
are much more likely to couple airstrikes 
with ground forces. With airstrikes alone, 
targets may rightly infer that the crisis is a 
lower foreign policy priority for the attack¬ 
ing state. Of course, those leaders conduct¬ 
ing the airstrikes may argue that airstrikes 
are a costly signal of future uses of force. 

While airstrikes may indeed be used as a 
means of escalation, states are likely aware 
that airstrikes are a limited signal — and 
realize that the most salient crises cannot 
be resolved with airstrikes alone or without 
a stronger signal of resolve. 

Airstrikes alone as a crisis response 
may thus lead the target to conclude that 
the attacker is unresolved. That may lead 
the state being attacked to hold out and not 
make major concessions. 

In previous research, we found that air 
power strategies that include efforts to 
deny targets military capabilities as well 
as punish target publics and regimes are 
more likely to be successful. The April 2017 
airstrikes on Shayrat Airbase represented 
only a minimal effort at military denial, and 
therefore, it is unsurprising that despite the 
wealth and military superiority of the Unit¬ 
ed States, there was no long-lasting impact. 

The bottom line is that Trump’s decision 
to employ strikes is not particularly surpris¬ 
ing. Leaving aside his own personal views, 
he is the leader of a rich state with few good 
military options in Syria, a country where 
the stakes for the United States are rela¬ 
tively low. 

For a second time in his presidency, 
Trump has chosen airstrikes. It probably 
won’t be the last. 

Susan Hannah Allen is an associate professor 
at the University of Mississippi whose research 
focuses on coercion in the international system. 
Carla Martinez-Machain is an associate professor 
at Kansas State University whose research ex¬ 
plores military effectiveness and public percep¬ 
tions of the military. 


Assad’s war crimes continue despite strikes 


By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

T he Trump administration is de¬ 
claring victory after striking 
three Syrian government chemi¬ 
cal weapons sites. But the White 
House hasn’t learned the lessons of last 
year’s “pinprick” strikes on the Assad re¬ 
gime. Unless some sort of accountability is 
imposed on the Syrian president, Bashar 
Assad’s slaughter of his own people in the 
cruelest and most illegal of ways is sure to 
continue apace. 

“Mission Accomplished!” President Don¬ 
ald Trump tweeted Saturday, praising what 
he called a “perfectly executed strike” on 
the Assad regime conducted jointly with 
the French and British militaries. Tacti¬ 
cally, it did seem successful enough. Syria’s 
oft-exaggerated air defense capabilities 
turned out to be impotent. Russia’s threats 
to retaliate proved empty. No allied assets 
were lost. 

The justification for the strike, according 
to Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, was to 
enforce international norms and laws re¬ 
garding the use of chemical weapons, which 
he said was a vital U.S. national security in¬ 
terest. No Trump administration official in 
the past 24 hours has articulated how these 
strikes fit into a larger Syria diplomatic or 
political strategy. Likely, there is none. But 
even if the mission is narrowly defined as 
stopping what Trump called the “crimes 
of a monster,” the strikes probably won’t 
achieve that goal. 

No Trump administration official said 
anything Friday or Saturday about Assad’s 


other mass atrocities, his war crimes or his 
crimes against humanity. The clear mes¬ 
sage to Assad is that he is free to keep kill¬ 
ing his people by any nonchemical means. 

Only a few miles from Douma, Assad has 
been running a torture and killing factory 
that former State Department ambassador- 
at-large for war crimes Stephen Rapp called 
the worst “machinery of cruel death” since 
the Nazis. A brave Syrian defector code- 
named “Caesar” brought hard evidence 
out of Syria documenting Assad’s torture 
and murder of thousands of civilians in cus¬ 
tody. He said 150,000 Syrians still linger in 
Assad’s jails. 

Last year, the U.S. State Department 
confirmed the Syrian regime was operat¬ 
ing a crematorium to cover up the extent 
of Assad’s mass atrocities. Assad has been 
using a siege to starve civilians in East Gh- 
outa for years. Regime artillery shelling 
has killed thousands of innocents. Russia 
has bombed hospitals and targeted civilians 
from the air. 

All these atrocities are violations of in¬ 
ternational norms and laws that the world 
shouldn’t tolerate. But they are continuing. 

“For too long, the international communi¬ 
ty has stood on the sidelines as Assad’s forc¬ 
es gassed, starved and bombed civilians. 
Red lines went unenforced. War crimes 
went undeterred,” Fadel Abdul Ghany, of 
the Syrian Network for Human Rights, said 
Saturday. 

What the Trump administration must do, 
in cooperation with Congress, is to apply 
several other tools at its disposal to stop 
Assad’s ongoing war crimes and crimes 
against humanity and to impose justice and 


accountability for the perpetrators. 

Last month, a bipartisan group of sena¬ 
tors tried again to pass a bill called the Syr¬ 
ian War Crimes Accountability Act, led by 
Sens. Benjamin Cardin, D-Md., and Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla. The bill would simply have re¬ 
quired the Trump administration to report 
on Assad’s war crimes, support investiga¬ 
tions and explore the establishment of a tri¬ 
bunal that could hold Assad to account. 

The bill was help up by one senator, Rand 
Paul, R-Ky. A spokesman for Paul told me he 
is concerned the legislation might be used as 
a pretext for deeper involvement in the Syr¬ 
ian civil war. That argument has now been 
overtaken by events. Trump didn’t need the 
bill as a pretext to attack Syria. And Trump 
doesn’t want deeper U.S. involvement even 
after attacking. 

The House has passed another bill that 
would impose sanctions on Assad for war 
crimes and halt the flow of weapons used 
to kill civilians. Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
opposes the bill, so it languishes without a 
hearing in the Senate. 

Just before he was fired, H.R. McMaster 
gave a speech at the U.S. Holocaust Memo¬ 
rial Museum. He said, “All civilized nations 
must hold Iran and Russia accountable for 
their role in enabling atrocities and perpet¬ 
uating human suffering in Syria.” 

But the Trump administration has large¬ 
ly ignored the atrocities, as did the Obama 
administration before it. Until the United 
States and its allies confront Assad, Russia 
and Iran for all the crimes committed dur¬ 
ing the conflict, Syrian civilians and inter¬ 
national norms will continue to suffer. 
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Trump is right that post office needs reform 


By Joe Nocera 

Bloomberg View 

L et’s put aside for a moment the real 
(and futile) purpose of Thursday’s 
executive order calling for post¬ 
al reforms: President Donald 
Trump wants to put the hurt on one of 
the U.S. Postal Service’s biggest custom¬ 
ers, Amazon.com, whose chief executive, 
Jeff Bezos, owns The Washington Post. 
(Bloomberg LP has a business relationship 
with The Post.) 

The Postal Service does indeed need to 
be reformed. And do you know who the 
leading voices for reform are? The people 
who run the place. If a Trump-appointed 
task force conducts a serious investigation 
into postal practices, they’ll find plenty of 
problems, virtually none of them the fault 
of the Postal Service itself. 

Let’s go back in time, to 1971. That year, 
the department that had long been known 
as the post office became the Postal Ser¬ 
vice, an independent agency that was 
expected to be financially self-sufficient 
— while continuing to provide mail ser¬ 
vice to all Americans at a uniform price. 
The idea was that the Postal Service would 
operate more efficiently if it was more like 
a business and less like a bureaucracy. The 
postmaster general was dropped from the 
president’s Cabinet. 

From that point on, the president could 
influence postal policy in the same limit¬ 


ed way he could influence policy at other 
non-Cabinet agencies, like the Securities 
and Exchange Commission or the Federal 
Trade Commission. He could appoint the 
Board of Governors that oversees the post 
office, as well as the six members of the 
Postal Regulatory Commission, which sets 
the price of stamps, among other things. 

Congress, however, continued to wield 
authority over the Postal Service — and 
that’s been the big problem. With the rise 
of the internet in the early 2000s, the use of 
first-class mail began to decline. One way 
the Postal Service hoped to save money 
was by ending Saturday delivery. Congress 
said no. At a time when it was losing bil¬ 
lions in 2011 and 2012, it proposed closing 
rural post offices and moving mail deliv¬ 
ery to local stores. Congress said no. 

A few years ago, the Postal Service sug¬ 
gested offering banking services, especial¬ 
ly to people of moderate means. Congress 
said no. It suggested a series of other pro¬ 
posals to move into other lines of business. 
This is something postal services in Eu¬ 
rope have done with great success. Con¬ 
gress said no. 

And one more thing: In 2006, Congress 
imposed an insane mandate on the Postal 
Service: It was required by law to prepay, 
over 10 years, all future expected retiree 
health care benefits. That has cost the 
Postal Service somewhere on the order 
of $50 billion. It also guaranteed that the 
postal service would lose billions. 



AP 


Boxes for sorted mail are seen at the 
main post office in Omaha, Neb. A task 
force will study the U.S. Postal Service 
under an executive order issued Thursday. 

Which it has. In 2006, the postal ser¬ 
vice had a $900 million surplus. Every 
year since, it has lost billions, including a 
staggering $15.9 billion in 2012. Last year, 
it lost $2.7 billion, an improvement from 
the $5.5 billion loss in 2016. And you won¬ 
der why the Postal Service is pleading for 
reform? 

Though the president won’t like to hear 
this, Amazon has played a big role in help¬ 
ing the USPS cut its losses. The Postal 
Service’s package business grew in both 
volume and revenue by more than 11 per¬ 
cent, while its mail volume fell by 3.6 per¬ 


cent. A task force that looked seriously at 
the Postal Service’s problems is far more 
likely to recommend that it raise the price 
of a first-class stamp than charge more in 
its fastest growing segment. 

As I mentioned earlier, the president 
really doesn’t have much say in how the 
Postal Service operates. For Trump to de¬ 
mand that the post office charge Amazon 
a higher shipping price would be as inap¬ 
propriate as demanding that the SEC in¬ 
vestigate Bezos for securities fraud. It just 
shouldn’t be done. 

But he does have the ability to nominate 
governors and postal regulatory commis¬ 
sioners. And circumstance has given him 
an extraordinary opportunity. Right now, 
the board is empty except for the post¬ 
master general, Megan Brennan, and her 
deputy, Ronald Stroman. The Postal Regu¬ 
latory Commission has two openings as 
well. If Trump was serious about reform¬ 
ing the Postal Service, he could stack the 
board with allies. And he could skew the 
regulatory commission as well. 

But doing that requires more than an ex¬ 
ecutive order and a few angry tweets. It re¬ 
quires paying attention to how the federal 
government operates. Which, as we’ve all 
learned by now, is well beyond this presi¬ 
dent’s abilities — and why “postal reform” 
is likely to wind up as one more missed 
opportunity. 

Joe Nocera is a Bloomberg View columnist. He is 
the former editorial director of Fortune. 


Vet lawyers got desired ‘undiagnosed pain’ case to win 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

L awyers at the nonprofit National 
Veterans Legal Services Program 
had been screening Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals decisions for 
years, looking for just the right case involv¬ 
ing denial of disability compensation to a 
veteran suffering from chronic service-re¬ 
lated pain but due to a condition that doc¬ 
tors couldn’t diagnose. 

The NVLSP needed such a case to chal¬ 
lenge a 1999 precedent-setting ruling of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims that found the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs was not required to compen¬ 
sate a veteran for pain if physicians aren’t 
able to identify the cause. 

In May 2016 the NVLSP found the 
promising case it sought. This month the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir¬ 
cuit decided it favorably for Army veteran 
Melba Saunders. The April 3 ruling in 
Saunders v. Wilkie, if it stands, could ben¬ 
efit thousands of veterans who have had 
VA compensation claims for pain denied 
for lack of a medical diagnosis. 

“It’s often true that veterans have pain 
and physicians can’t diagnosis exactly 
what’s causing it,” said Bart Stichman, 
executive director of NVLSP and one of 
Saunders’ attorneys. However, he said, 
“lack of a medical diagnosis shouldn’t pre¬ 
vent the VA from granting disability ben¬ 
efits for the pain if it’s related to an event 
or injury or disease in service.” 

A three-judge panel on the Federal Cir¬ 
cuit appeals court agreed, finding that the 
veterans claims court, in rejecting Saun¬ 
ders’ appeal from the Board of Veterans 
Appeals two years ago, “erred as a matter 
of law” by finding that her bilateral knee 
pain alone, “absent a specific diagnosis or 
otherwise identified disease or injury, can¬ 
not constitute a disability” under the law 
governing VA disability compensation. 

The appellate court ruled that the “plain 
language” of the law “states that compen¬ 
sation is due for a disability ‘resulting from 


Military Update 

personal injury suffered or disease con¬ 
tracted in line of duty, or for aggravation 
of a preexisting injury suffered or disease 
contracted in line of duty,’ [and] not that 
the disability itself must be the qualifying 
personal injury or aggravation suffered by 
the veteran.” 

The ordinary meaning of “disability,” 
added the court, “relates to functional in¬ 
capacitation or impairment, rather than 
the particular underlying cause of that con¬ 
dition. In other words, while a diagnosed 
condition may result in a disability, the dis¬ 
ability itself need not be diagnosed.” 

Saunders served on active duty from 
1987 to 1994. While serving, she sought 
treatment for knee pain and was diagnosed 
with patellofemoral pain syndrome. On 
leaving active duty, her exit exam showed 
normal leg motion but noted her history 
of swollen knee and hip joints while in 
service. She filed her first compensation 
claim with the VA in 1994 for knee and hip 
pain. It was denied for failing to report for 
a required medical examination. 

In 2008, Saunders filed a new claim, this 
time for a bilateral knee disability and foot 
issues. Both claims were denied. Her VA 
regional office noted in its decision that 
Saunders had been diagnosed with PFPS 
in service, but the VA had “not received 
any current medical evidence” regarding 
her knee condition. 

Saunders filed a Notice of Disagree¬ 
ment, explaining she “sustained injuries 
to knees” on active duty, citing the PFPS 
diagnosis, and that she was still experienc¬ 
ing pain and swelling in her knees. The VA 
denied the claim again, in February 2010, 
citing lack of evidence of treatment for a 
knee condition. 

On appeal to the Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals, Saunders had another VA medi¬ 
cal exam and reported knee pain while 
running, squatting, bending or climbing 
stairs. The examiner found “no anatomic 


abnormality, weakness or reduced range of 
motion,” the court said, but the record also 
said Saunders was unable to stand more 
than a few minutes at a time and some¬ 
times needed a cane or brace to walk. 

This examiner diagnosed Saunders with 
“subjective bilateral knee pain” and said it 
affected her ability to complete daily ac¬ 
tivities. The examiner also concluded that 
Saunders’ knee pain was “at least as likely 
as not” caused by, or the result of, her mili¬ 
tary service. 

The VA regional office later explained 
that pain could not be considered a diag¬ 
nosis for her knee condition. It asked the 
examiner to provide a more complete ra¬ 
tionale for the diagnosis. In a supplemental 
report, the examiner said there was no pa¬ 
thology to render a diagnosis. On review¬ 
ing the report, the VA again denied the 
claim because Saunders had no diagnosed 
knee condition. 

Saunders’ appealed and the Board of 
Veterans Appeals also denied her claim. 
Though she had been diagnosed in service 
with PFPS, and an examiner had found her 
knee condition likely related to service, the 
board said, it denied the claim citing the 
claims court’s 1999 ruling in Sanchez- 
Benitez v. West, which found that “pain 
alone is not a disability for the purpose of 
VA disability compensation.” 

Her own appeal to the same veterans’ 
claims court affirmed that decision. 

Saunders’ “was a very good case to bring 
a challenge” to the Sanchez-Benitez prece¬ 
dent, said Stichman, “because, right in the 
record, a physician said, ‘I believe it is at 
least as likely as not that the current pain is 
related to her knee injury in service.’ That 
really brought home that the only blockage 
between victory and defeat was the San¬ 
chez-Benitez ruling.” 

The NVLSP searched Board of Appeals 
decisions since 1999 and found more than 
11,000 adverse rulings for veterans that 
cited Sanchez-Benitez, giving a rough es¬ 
timate of how many veterans might stand 
to benefit. 

The appellate court, in rejecting the 


precedent of that 1999 case, said that con¬ 
trary to VA arguments, the disability com¬ 
pensation statute “does not indicate that 
pain, devoid of underlying current pathol¬ 
ogy, is not compensable.” 

It noted that Congress itself clarified this 
point when it established a presumption of 
service connection for Persian Gulf War 
veterans suffering certain chronic disabil¬ 
ities from “undiagnosed illnesses” includ¬ 
ing “muscle pain” and “joint pain.” That 
consideration by lawmakers for one group 
of veterans is significant for others, the ap¬ 
pellate court said, because it “reflects an 
understanding that pain may be a disabil¬ 
ity even in the absence of a diagnosis.” 

For Saunders, the appellate court didn’t 
order the VA to grant her disability com¬ 
pensation but directed that her claim be 
re-evaluated, “knowing now that pain 
alone, without a diagnosis, can lead to ben¬ 
efit,” Stichman said. 

Attorneys for the Justice Department 
and VA will decide soon whether to petition 
the appellate court for an en banc review 
with the full court, up to nine judges, re¬ 
considering arguments. The government 
also has 60 days to decide whether to peti¬ 
tion for Supreme Court review. 

If allowed to stand, said Stichman, the 
April 3 ruling won’t handcuff VA medical 
examiners from still considering the cred¬ 
ibility of any veteran’s claim of pain from 
an undiagnosed condition. Claims still will 
be decided on what examiners believe re¬ 
garding a veteran’s account of what hap¬ 
pened in service, continuity of symptoms 
before and after discharge, and the nature 
of current symptoms. 

NVLSP, an independent veterans’ ser¬ 
vice organization that provides legal sup¬ 
port to veterans and active-duty military, 
partnered on the case with pro bono coun¬ 
sel from the law firm of Orrick, Herrington 
& Sutcliffe. Attorney Mel Bostwick, a part¬ 
ner with the firm, argued the case before 
the appellate court. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 











Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 


waasmum 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, April 16,2018 






VJou have the right to remain 
silent, hut Fa^ehook will Sell 
uS pretty mueh anything 
We Want to know about 
you. So whatever, dude. 


3 


BlZAKKO.COM 
1 Fadelwk.doW2izarroCovnic!£ 

. ' * ©2oi8 glZARBj -- 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Previously 

4 Coffee holder 
7 Skip 

II Chemists’ rooms 

13 A/C stat 

14 Zilch 

15 Screenwriter 
James 

16— Diego 

17 Harrow rival 

18 Authority 

20 Informal greeting 
22 Exist 
24 Convention 
28 Complain under 
one’s breath 

32 Japanese city 

33 Days gone by 

34 Hoover’s org. 

36 Winter blanket 

37 Unlike a roll¬ 
ing stone? 

39 Pasta shapes 
41 Rollerbladed 

43 Fish-fowl link 

44 April forecast 
46 Stays fresh 
50 Region 

53 Inherited 

55 British noble 

56 North Sea feeder 

57 Gl entertainers 

58 Small combo 


59 Tidy 

60 Church seat 

61 Pvt.’s superior 

DOWN 

1 “Sad to say ...” 

2 Quite enthu¬ 
siastic 

3 Follow orders 

4 “60 Minutes” 
network 

5 Beehive State 

6 Carthaginian 

7 Financially 
secure 

8 Yoga pad 

9 Altar vow 

10 Light brown 

12 Big Bird’s home 
19 Sphere 


23 Sprite 

25 Singer Braxton 

26 Oklahoma tribe 

27 Cuts the grass 

28 Workout venues 

29 Castle 

30 Celestial bear 

31 Recede 

35 Charged bit 
38 Pro vote 
40 Stir-fry pan 
42 Excavate 
45 Schnozz 

47 Canal zones? 

48 Bluenose 

49 Coin aperture 

50 Buddhist sect 

51 Flamenco cheer 

52 Cagers’ gp. 


21 Guffaw 54 AAA job 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 



4-16 CRYPTOQUIP 


VSCKFU TW YMF VTCK “S NJ 
PTJNC” PMT NQPNLV MNR 


WUFVM, XEY-EA XNCYNQTEAF 


AUFANUFR: JFQTC UFNRL. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHILE PENNING A 
MELANCHOLY POEM, I STARTED TO ITCH AND 
SWELL. I THINK I HAD AN ELEGY ATTACK. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals F 
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Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Churches_310 


irzburg church of Christ 

iring an Open House on thi 
2nd of April 2018 From 
1400-1600 Hours at 


Barbarastrasse 29 
97074 Wurzburg Germany 


Everyone is Welcome 


Dental_902 


Landstuhl American Dentistry 


, j are an English speal „ 
(American or German) dental 
assistant, please call 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
(06371)594-6275 


Travel_1000 


"Spring in Garmisch!** 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

n 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI PES. 


STARSiaSTRIPES. 


However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Monday, April 16,2018 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Fitzgerald Glider Kits 300 

NASACAR Xfinity Series 
Saturday 

At Bristol Motor Speedway 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Lap length: 0.533 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (7) Ryan Preece, Toyota, 300 laps, 57 
points. 

2. (2) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 300, 
44. 

3. (4) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 300, 
52. 

4. (13) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 300, 


6. (6) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 300, 31. 

7. (25) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 300, 


11. (16) Afex Labbe, Chevrolet, 300, 26. 

12. (10) Austin Cindric, Ford, 300, 37. 

13. (5) John Hunter Nemechek, Chev¬ 
rolet, 299, 34. 

14. (8) Shane Lee, Chevrolet, 299, 34. 

15. (23) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 299, 22. 

16. (28) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 299, 21. 

17. (35) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
298, 20. 

18. (12) Ryan Reed, Ford, 298, 22. 

19. (30) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 298, 

0. 

20. (26) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 298, 17. 

21. (18) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 
297, 16. 

22. (32) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 297, 
15. 

23. (22) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 295,15. 

24. (40) David Starr, Chevrolet, 295, 13. 

25. (37) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 295, 

26. (27) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevro¬ 
let, 293, 11. 

27. (31) Timmy Hill, Dodge, brakes, 
257, 10. 

28. (38) Stephen Leicht, Toyota, brakes, 
212, 9. 

29. (3) Christopher Bell, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 140,18. 

30. (39) Cody Ware, Dodge, accident, 
140, 0. 

31. (33) Tony Mrakovich, Ford, acci¬ 
dent, 133, 6. 

32. (36) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, overheat¬ 
ing, 121,5. 

33. (34) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 105, 4. 

34. (14) Ty Majeski, Ford, accident, 98, 

35. (11) Matt Tifft, Chevrolet, accident, 

66 , 2 . 

36. (29) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet, en¬ 
gine, 48,1. 

37. (20) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, brakes, 47, 
’ 38. (17) Kaz Grala, Ford, accident, 26, 

39. (24) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, brakes, 
25,1. 

40. (19) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
accident, 4,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 67.857 
mph. 

Time of Race: 02 Hrs, 21 Mins, 57 Secs. 
Margin of Victory: Caution. 

Caution Flags: 12 for 93 laps. 

Lead Changes: 13 among 8 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: C. Custer 0; J. Allgaier 1- 
47; C. Custer 48; D. Hemric 49-55; C. Bell 
56-90; A. Cindric 91; R. Preece 92-109; D. 
Hemric 110-163; R. Preece 164-173; C. Bris¬ 
coe 174-183; B. Jones 184-285; R. Preece 
286; B. Jones 287-290; R. Preece 291-300. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Lead, 
Laps Led): B. Jones 2 times for 106 laps; 
D. Hemric 2 times for 61 laps; J. Allgaier 1 
time for 47 laps; R. Preece 4 times for 39 
laps; C. Bell 1 time for 35 laps; C. Briscoe 
1 time for 10 laps; A. Cindric 1 time for 1 
lap; C. Custer 1 time for 1 lap. 


Fight schedule 

April 21 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Carl 
Frampton vs. Nonito Donaire, 12, for the 
interim WBO featherweight title; Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s WBO 
bantamweight title; Jono Carroll vs. Mar¬ 
co McCullough, 12, junior lightweights; 
Tyrone McKenna vs. Anthony Upton, 10, 
junior welterweights; Conrad Cummings 
vs. Luke Keeler, 10, middleweights. 

At Echo Arena, Liverpool, England, Amir 
Khan vs. Phil Lo Greco, 12, welterweights; 
San Dodd vs. Tommy Coyle, 12, for Dodd’s 
Commonwealth lightweight title. 

At Brooklyn, N.Y., Adrien Broner vs. 
Jessie Vargas, 12, junior welterweights; 
Jermall Charlo vs. Hugo Centeno Jr., 12, 
for interim WBC middleweight title; Ger- 
vonta Davis vs. Jesus Cuellar, 12, for the 
vacant WBA junior lightweight title. 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

New York City FC 5 0 1 16 14 4 

Atlanta United FC 4 1 0 12 13 6 

New England 3 2 1 10 10 6 

Columbus 3 3 1 10 9 7 

Orlando City 3 2 1 10 11 10 

New York 3 2 0 9 13 6 

Montreal 2 4 0 6 6 12 

Philadelphia 1 2 2 5 3 6 

D.C. United 1 3 2 5 6 10 

Chicago 13 1 4 7 9 

Toronto FC 1 3 0 3 3 6 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 4 1 1 13 12 9 

LA Galaxy 3 2 1 10 8 8 

Vancouver 3 3 1 10 8 11 

Los Angeles FC 3 2 0 9 11 10 

FC Dallas 2 0 3 9 7 3 

Colorado 2 1 2 8 9 5 

Real Salt Lake 2 3 1 7 6 14 

Minnesota United 2 4 0 6 8 12 

Houston 1 2 2 5 9 8 

San Jose 1 2 2 5 9 10 

Portland 1 3 2 5 9 14 

Seattle 0 3 0 0 0 5 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, April 11 
New York City FC 4, Real Salt Lake 0 
Friday, April 13 
Orlando City 2, Philadelphia 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 0 
Saturday, April 14 
New York 3, Montreal 1 
Colorado 2, Toronto FC 0 
LA Galaxy 1, Chicago 0 
D.C. United 1, Columbus 0 
FC Dallas 1, New England 0 
Houston 2, San Jose 2, tie 
Portland 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday, April 15 
Seattle at Sporting Kansas City 
New York City FC at Atlanta United FC 
Friday, April 20 
,er at Sporting Kai._ 

Saturday, April 21 
Los Angeles FC at Montreal 
Toronto FC at Houston 
Chicago at New York 
New England at Columbus 
San Jose at Orlando City 
Philadelphia at FC Dallas 
Colorado at Real Salt Lake 
Atlanta United FC at LA Galaxy 
Sunday, April 22 
Minnesota United at Seattle 
New York City FC at Portland 

Saturday 
Timbers 3, 
Minnesota United 2 

Minnesota 0 2—2 

Portland 2 1-3 

First half—1, Portland, Powell, 1 (Ma- 
biala), 20th minute. 2, Portland, Valeri, 3 
(Powell, Paredes), 23rd. 

Second half—3, Minnesota, Quintero, 
1 (Manley), 64th. 4, Portland, Adi, 1 (Pare¬ 
des, Valeri), 74th. 5, Minnesota, Tuiloma 
(own goal), 81st. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Matt Lampson; 
Portland, Jake Gleeson. 

Yellow Cards—Schuller, Minnesota, 
34th; Burch, Minnesota, 39th; Ibson, Min¬ 
nesota, 86th; Chara, Portland, 92nd; Box- 
all, Minnesota, 92nd. 

A-21,144 (21,144) 

FC Dallas 1, Revolution 0 

Dallas 0 1-1 

New England 0 0—0 

Second half—1, Dallas, Hayes, 1 (La- 
mah), 76th minute. 

Goalies—Dallas, Jimmy Maurer; New 
England, Matt Turner. 

A-11,508 (20,000) 

Dynamo 2, Earthquakes 2 

Houston 0 2—2 

San Jose 1 1—2 

First half—1, San Jose, Eriksson, 2 
(Yueill, Hoesen), 26th minute. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Recalled RHP 
Alex Cobb from Bowie (EL). Placed 2B 
Jonathan Schoop on the 10-day DL. 

OAKLAND A’S - Recalled RHP Ryan 
Dull from Nashville (PCL) and activated 
him from the 10-day DL. Placed RHP Liam 
Hendriks on 10-day DL. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Activated DH 
Nelson Cruz from the 10-day DL. Op¬ 
tioned RHP Casey Lawrence to Tacoma 
(PCL). 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reinstated LHP 
Brandon Finnegan from the 10-day DL. 
Optioned RHP Zack Weiss to Louisville 
(IL). 


Second half—2, Houston, Martinez, 1, 
48th. 3, Houston, Manotas, 3 (Elis, Mar¬ 
tinez), 63rd. 4, San Jose, Hyka, 1 (Ama- 
rikwa), 85th. 

Goalies—Houston, Chris Seitz; San 
Jose, Andrew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards-Affolter, San Jose, 31st; 
Martinez, Houston, 36th; Elis, Houston, 
66th; Wondolowski, San Jose, 72nd; 
Machado, Houston, 87th; Ceren, Hous¬ 
ton, 92nd. 

A-17,822 (18,000) 

United 1, Crew 1 

Columbus 0 0—0 

D.C. United 1 0-1 

First half—1, D.C. United, Segura, 1 
(Arriola, Acosta), 1st minute. 

Goalies—Columbus, Zack Steffen; D.C. 
United, Steve Clark. 

Yellow Cards—Higuain, Columbus, 
23rd; Clark, D.C. United, 84th; Mensah, 
Columbus, 84th. 

Red Cards—Arriola, D.C. United, 51st. 
A-12,396 (34,000) 

Galaxy 1, Fire 0 

Los Angeles 1 0—1 

Chicago 0 0—0 

First half—1, Los Angeles, Ibrahimovic, 
3 (Cole), 46th minute. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, David Bingham; 
Chicago, Richard Sanchez. 

Yellow Cards—Alessandrini, Los .... 
geies, 35th; Vincent, Chicago, 45th; Gor 
J —, Chicago, 48th; Kitchen, Los Angeles 


Rapids 2, Toronto FC 

Toronto 0 0—0 

Colorado 1 1—2 

First half—1, Colorado, Price, 1, 2nd 
minute. 

Second half—2, Colorado, Gashi, 1 
(penalty kick), 78th. 

Goalies—Toronto, Clint Irwin; Colo¬ 
rado, Tim Howard. 

Yellow Cards—Badji, Colorado, 84th; 
Price, Colorado, 86th. 

A—11,232 (18,061) 

Red Bulls 3, Impact 1 

Montreal 1 0-1 

New York 1 2-3 

First half—1, New York, Wright-Phil- 
lips, 4 (Valot), 5th minute. 2, Montreal, 
Vargas, 3, 33rd. 

Second half—3, New York, Kaku, 1 
(Wright-Phillips), 57th. 4, New York, Mu¬ 
rillo, 1 (Lawrence), 76th. 

Goalies—Montreal, Evan Bush; New 
York, Luis Robles. 

A-15,017 (25,000) 


NWSL 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 3 0 0 9 6 2 

Chicago 111 444 

Seattle 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Portland 1 1 0 3 3 3 

Washington 1 2 0 3 5 6 

Houston 0 0 2 2 1 1 

Utah 0 12 2 12 

Orlando 011 113 

Sky Blue FC 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, April 14 
Chicago 1, Utah 0 
North Carolina 4, Washington 2 
Sunday, April 15 
Seattle at Sky Blue FC 
Orlando at Portland 

Wednesday, April 18 
Seattle at North Carolina 
Houston at Chicago 

Friday, April 20 
Washington at Portland 

Saturday, April 21 
Utah at North Carolina 
Sky Blue FC at Chicago 

Sunday, April 22 
Houston at Orlando 


US Men’s Clay Court 
Championships 

Saturday 

At River Oaks Country Club 
Houston 

Purse: $557,050 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Semifinals 

Tennys Sandgren (8), United States, 
def. Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (4). 

Steve Johnson (6), United States, def. 
Taylor Fritz, United States, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6- 


2 . 


Claro Open Colsanitas 


SAN DIEGO PADRES - Claimed LHP 
Tyler Webb off waivers from Milwaukee 
and assigned him to El Paso (PCL). Trans¬ 
ferred RHP Dinelson Lamet to the 60-day 
DL. 

COLLEGE 

MICHIGAN - Junior C Moe Wagner an¬ 
nounced he is entering the NBA draft. 

NEW MEXICO - Announced sopho¬ 
more G Keith McGee is transferring from 
South Plains College. 


Saturday 
At Club Campestre el Rancho 
Bogota, Colombia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Quarterfinals 

Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, def. Magda 
Linette (2), Poland, 6-3,3-6, 6-1. 

Semifinals 

Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Ana Bogdan (7), Romania, 6-3, 6-2. 

Lara Arruabarrena (5), Spain, def. 
Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, 6-1,6-2. 


RBC Heritage 

PGA Tour 

Saturday 

At Harbour Town Golf Links 
Hilton Head, S.C. 

Purse: $6.7 million 

Yardage: 7,099; Par 71 
Third Round 
(a-amatuer) 

Ian Poulter 69-64-67-200 -13 

Luke List 70-64-67-201 -12 

Si Woo Kim 68-65-68-201 -12 

C.T. Pan 70-65-67-202 -11 

Billy Horschel 66-69-67-202 -11 

Kevin Kisner 69-68-66-203 -10 

Chesson Hadley 66-68-69-203 -10 

Rory Sabbatini 64-70-70-204 -9 

Ryan Moore 69-69-67-205 -8 

Matt Kuchar 66-70-69-205 -8 

Danny Lee 69-66-70-205 -8 

ByeongHunAn 73-67-66-206 -7 

Lucas Glover 74-65-67-206 -7 

Webb Simpson 69-68-69-206 -7 

Andrew Landry 69-68-69-206 -7 

Satoshi Kodaira 73-63-70-206 -7 

Martin Laird 67-69-70-206 -7 

Bill Haas 69-66-71-206 -7 

Brandt Snedeker 70-64-72-206 -7 

Charley Hoffman 72-69-66-207 -6 

Jonas Blixt 67-73-67-207 -6 

Kevin Streelman 70-70-67-207 -6 

Dylan Frittelli 72-68-67-207 -6 

Patrick Cantlay 67-72-68-207 -6 

Brian Harman 70-68-69-207 -6 

Ted Potter, Jr. 72-66-69-207 -6 

Emiliano Grillo 72-66-69-207 -6 

WheeKim 68-68-71-207 -6 

Scott Piercy 71-65-71-207 -6 

Xander Schauffele 68-68-71-207 -6 

Bryson DeChambeau 68-64-75-207 -6 

Tyrone Van Aswegen 73-69-66-208 -5 

Tom Hoge 70-67-71-208 -5 

Brice Garnett 68-68-72-208 -5 

Charles Howell III 68-67-73-208 -5 

RodPampling 72-70-67-209 -4 

John Huh 66-74-69-209 -4 

Matthew Fitzpatrick 69-71-69-209 -4 

Beau Hossler 70-69-70-209 -4 

Matt Every 73-66-70-209 -4 

Ollie Schniederjans 73-69-68-210 -3 

Jonathan Byrd 71-71-68-210 -3 

Russell Knox 70-72-68-210 -3 

J.J. Henry 72-69-69-210 -3 

Chris Kirk 70-70-70-210 -3 

Nick Watney 68-72-70-210 -3 

Stewart Cink 70-70-70-210 -3 

Faban Gomez 68-71-71-210 -3 

Michael Thompson 74-65-71-210 -3 

Bud Cauley 71-68-71-210 -3 

Dustin Johnson 69-69-72-210 -3 

Cameron Smith 68-68-74-210 -3 

Ryan Armour 71-71-69-211 -2 

Francesco Molinari 73-69-69-211 -2 

a-Doc Redman 71-71-69-211 -2 

Wesley Bryan 69-71-71-211 -2 

Zach Johnson 70-70-71-211 -2 

Austin Cook 71-68-72-211 -2 

KJ. Choi 69-70-72-211 -2 

Peter Malnati 68-70-73-211 -2 

Open de Espana 

Saturday 

Centro Nacional de Golf 
Madrid 

Yardage: 7,096; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Paul Dunne, Ireland 66-65-68-199 

Nacho Elvira, Spain 68-66-66-200 

Jon Rahm, Spain 67-68-66-201 

Henric Sturehed, Sweden 67-68-66-201 

Brett Rumford, Australia 68-66-68-202 

Andy Sullivan, England 75-63-65-203 

Marc Warren, Scotland 66-69-69-204 

Aaron Rai, England 67-71-66-204 

Jorge Campillo, Spain 70-67-67-204 

Maximilian Kiefer, Germany 69-67-69-205 

Andrew Johnston, England 68-68-69-205 

Neil Bradley, Scotland 71-66-68-205 

Jacques Kruyswijk, S.Africa 69-70-66-205 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 16-4, Stony Brook 4-3 

Army 13, Lafayette 2 

Baruch 17-2, Lehman 4-7 

Bryant 16-11, Fairleigh Dickinson 0-7 

Butler 4, Villanova3 

Canisius 13-12, Iona 4-3 

Chestnut Hill 9-12, Dominican (NY) 6-11 

George Washington 6-4, Richmond 0-5 

Georgetown 6, George Mason 2 

Elon 6, Hofstra 3 

LIU Brooklyn 6, Mount St. Mary’s 1 
Marist 13-9, Niagara 9-7 
Ohio St. 5-19, Penn St. 1-8 
Old Westbury 15-9, St. Joseph’s (LI) 6-8 
Pittsburgh 4, Georgia Tech 3, 14 in¬ 
nings 

St. John’s 5-4, Creighton 1-3 
Wagner 5-6, CCSU 2-4 
Wake Forest 6, Boston College 1 
Xavier 5-6, Seton Hall 3-9 
West Virginia 10, Oklahoma St. 7 
SOUTH 

Berry at Sewanee, ccd. 

Campbell 7-4, Presbyterian 6-3 
Charlotte 9-6, Louisiana Tech 1-4 
Chowan 24-11, Bluefield St. 3-12 
Coll, of Charleston 5, Northeastern 4 
Coastal Carolina 3, Troy 2 
Cumberland (Ky.) 17-16, Pikeville 1-2 
Delaware 5, UNC-Wilmington 1 
Duke 6, Florida St. 5,11 innings 
Elon 6, Hofstra 3 

Emory & Henry 7-7, Bridgewater (Va.) 
4-2 


Robert Rock, England 70-65-71-206 

Callum Shinkwin, England 67-67-72 -206 

Pedro Oriol, Spain 68-71-67-206 

Mitstubishi Electric Classic 

Saturday 
At TPC Sugarloaf 
Duluth, Ga. 

Purse: $1.8 million 
Yardage: 7,179; Par 72 
(x-won on second playoff hole) 
Final 

x-Steve Flesch, $270,000 66-71-68-205 -11 

Bernhard Langer, $144,000 67-69-69-205 -11 
Scott Parel, $144,000 68-73-64-205 -I' 

Jay Haas, $108,000 65-71-71-207 

Wes Short, Jr., $86,400 69-69-70-208 


Joe Durant, $49,500 70-72-69-211 

Jerry Kelly, $49,500 71-65-75-211 

Jeff Sluman, $49,500 70-69-72 -211 

Kevin Sutherland, $49,500 69-70-72 -211 
Esteban Toledo, $37,800 71-72-69-212 

Duffy Waldorf, $37,800 77-67-68-212 

Jay Don Blake, $27,260 71-68-74-213 

Russ Cochran, $27,260 71-66-76-213 

Scott Dunlap, $27,260 72-70-71-213 

Doug Garwood, $27,260 71-68-74-213 

Scott McCarron, $27,260 71-72-70-213 

Tim Petrovic, $27,260 69-73-71-213 

Gene Sauers, $27,260 68-73-72 -213 

Jerry Smith, $27,260 74-72-67-213 

Kirk Triplett, $27,260 73-70-70-213 

Tommy Armour III, $18,90069-72-73 -214 
David McKenzie, $18,900 72-70-72 -214 
Jose Maria Olazabal, $18,90069-75-70-214 

Lotte Championship 

Saturday 

At Ko Olina Golf Club 
Kapolei, Hawaii 
Purse: $2 million 

Yardage: 6,419; Par 72 
Final 

B. Henderson, $300,000 68-66-73-69-276 - 

A. Munoz, $184,255 74-70-69-67-280 

AJutanugarn, $106,763 73-69-70-69-281 

S. Feng, $106,763 67-69-74-71-281 

Inbee Park, $106,763 69-69-71-72 -281 

Peiyun Chien, $58,342 74-71-67-70-282 
Lindy Duncan, $58,342 70-68-74-70-282 
Lizette Salas, $58,342 69-71-70-72 -282 

D.lacobelli, $44,891 73-68-70-72 -283 

M. Jutanugarn, $40,856 72-68-72-72 -284 
P.ThanpIboonyrs, $33,309 75-72-68-70-285 
Michelle Wie, $33,309 72-73-69-71-285 

Eun-Hee Ji, $33,309 69-72-73-71-285 

C. Clanton, $33,309 74-69-70-72 -285 

Ji Hyun Kim, $33,309 71-70-71-73 -285 

Mariajo Uribe, $26,296 72-68-74-72 -286 
Jeongeun Lee, $26,296 76-70-67-73-286 
Mo Martin, $26,296 69-67-72-78-286 

Lydia Ko, $22,799 76-71-70-70-287 

Sei Young Kim, $22,799 74-69-74-70-287 
Haeji Kang, $22,799 68-73-73-73 -287 

Nasa Hataoka, $22,799 72-69-68-78-287 
Kim Kaufman, $18,234 70-75-73-70-288 
Ashleigh Buhai, $18,234 76-71-70-71-288 
So Young Lee, $18,234 73-74-70-71-288 
Bronte Law, $18,234 74-73-69-72 -288 

So Yeon Ryu, $18,234 72-72-72-72-288 

Ryann O’Toole, $18,234 72-72-71-73 -288 

B. Altomare, $18,234 75-71-68-74-288 

P. Lindberg, $18,234 70-68-73-77-288 

P.Kongkraphan, $13,770 75-72-71-71-289 - 
Lauren Kim, $13,770 77-68-73-71-289 - 

Christina Kim, $13,770 74-68-75-72 -289 
B. Niphatsophon, $13,770 71-75-69-74-289 
Jenny Shin, $13,770 73-71-71-74-289 

Jennifer Song, $13,770 74-69-72-74-289 
S. Changkija, $11,652 74-73-72-71-290 

A. Stanford, $11,652 
Gaby Lopez, $10,088 
Rebecca Artis, $10,08! 

Angel Yin, $10,088 
Amy Olson, $10,088 
J. Granada, $10,088 


75-70-71-74-290 H 
77-70-72-72 -291 -I 

73- 73-73-72 -291 H 

74- 70-73-74-291 i 
74-73-69-75-291 H 
69-76-67-79-291 H 


FAU 3, UTSA 2 

Florida 10-7, Missouri 2-2 

Georgia 9-0, Kentucky 7-1 

High Point 6, Gardner-Webb 5, 10 in- 

Jacksonville 15-5, Florida Gulf Coast 5- 
Kennesaw St. 10-7, North Florida 6-5 


Lenoir-Rhyne 8-0, Carson-Newman 5-5 
Louisville 3-16, Virginia Tech 1-1 
LSU 14, Tennessee 5 
Memphis 7, Baylor 2 
Miami 6-3, Clemson 1-8 
Millsaps 6-7, Centre 5-13 
Mississippi St. 7, Auburn 2 
NC A&T 7-4, NC Central 5-3 
NC State 12-13, Notre Dame 2-5 
North Carolina 8-12, Virginia 6-6 
Randolph-Macon 8-7, E. Mennonite 2-0 
Reinhardt 4, St. Andrews 3 
South Florida 13, East Carolina 1 
St. Augustine’s 7-1, Virginia St. 3-9 
Tenn. Wesleyan 12, Truett-McConnell 2 
Towson 6-3, The Citadel 0-4 
UCF 11, Cincinnati 2 
Union (Ky.) 13, Bryan 11 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine (Kan.) 5-11, Evangel 2-13 
Columbia (Mo.) 10, Hannibal-LaGrange 

0 

Culver-Stockton 6-2, Clarke 2-4, 1st 
game 9 innings 

Illinois 2, Rutgers 1 
Minnesota 18, Purdue 8 
Oregon St. 10, Missouri St. 2 
TCU 13, Kansas 3 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 2-3, South Carolina 0-0 
Arkansas St. 6, Texas-Arlington 4 
Texas 5, Oklahoma 3 
Texas A&M 3, Alabama 2,11 innings 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 9, Grand Can¬ 
yon 1 

Texas Tech 26, Kansas St. 6 

FAR WEST 

California 6-3, Washington St. 3-4, 2nd 
game 10 innings 

Nevada 5, New Mexico 2 
Southern Cal 12, Arizona 2 
Stanford 11, Arizona St. 6 
UNLV 6, Air Force 3 
UCLA 6, Utah 3 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Roundup 

Pastrnak powers Bruins 


Associated. Press 

BOSTON — David Pastrnak’s 
first goal required a 180-degree 
spin as he settled down a bounc¬ 
ing puck, shifted it from his fore¬ 
hand to his backhand and flipped 
it into the net. 

By the time he scored his sec¬ 
ond he had already added three 
assists. 

And when the Bruins forward 
completed the hat trick, faking 
out a second goalie with a fore¬ 
hand deke before sliding the puck 
between his legs, it was just one 
more chance for the Boston fans 
to celebrate his playoff coming- 
out party. 

“Six points in a Stanley Cup 
playoff game with a hat trick,” 
coach Bruce Cassidy said Satur¬ 
day night after the Bruins beat 
the Toronto Maple Leafs 7-3 to 
take a 2-0 lead in their best-of- 
seven, first-round series. “That’s 
special.” 

Pastrnak shattered his previous 
career high of four points, scor¬ 
ing his third goal with 1:36 left to 
bring two trash cans full of caps 
and winter hats fluttering down 
to the ice. Only Wayne Gretzky 
(three times), Mario Lemieux 
and Patrick Sundstrom have re¬ 
corded more than six points in an 
NHL playoff game. 

“A lot of people in Boston al¬ 
ready know how good he is,” line- 
mate Patrice Bergeron said. “I 
think people on the outside are 
getting to know.” 

Bergeron and Brad Marchand 
had four assists apiece, Torey 
Krug had three, and Tuukka 
Rask stopped 30 shots for Bos¬ 
ton. David Krejci, Rick Nash, 
Jake DeBrusk and Kevan Miller 


also scored — the second straight 
game the Bruins had five differ¬ 
ent players with goals. 

“It’s not going to happen every 
night,” Cassidy said. “At the end 
of the day, our guys do believe 
— from one to 12,1 do believe our 
guys believe they can score.” 

Two nights after Frederik An¬ 
dersen allowed five goals in the 
series opener, he gave up three 
more on five shots in the first 
12:13 before he was replaced by 
backup Curtis McElhinney. The 
Bruins added another power-play 
goal — their second of the night 
and fifth of the series — to make 
it 4-0 after one. 

Mitch Marner, Tyler Bozak 
and James Van Riemsdyk scored 
for the Maple Leafs, who never 
got closer than three goals down 
after that. McElhinney stopped 
19 of the 23 shots he faced. 

The series moves to Toronto for 
Games 3 and 4 on Monday and 
Thursday. 

It doesn’t look like it will be. 

“Look, we were outplayed for 
two games, certainly,” Maple 
Leafs defenseman Ron Hainsey 
said. “We deserve every bit of 
criticism far and wide. Good news 
is: (the) story’s not totally written 
yet. ... We can try to change the 
story come Monday night.” 

Already struggling on offense, 
Toronto lost No. 4 scorer Nazem 
Kadri for three games when he 
was suspended by the NHL for 
boarding Tommy Wingels in 
Game 1. Wingels, whose injury 
was not disclosed, skated in prac¬ 
tice Saturday but did not play. 

Predators 5, Avalanche 4: 
Ryan Hartman’s empty-net goal 
with 1:09 left wound up the win¬ 
ner as host Nashville held off 


Colorado for a 2-0 lead in the 
first-round Western Conference 
series. 

After Hartman gave the Preda¬ 
tors a 5-3 lead, Alexander Kerfoot 
pulled Colorado to 5-4 with 35.8 
seconds left. But the Avalanche 
couldn’t get another puck past 
goalie Pekka Rinne. 

The Presidents’ Trophy win¬ 
ners started slowly, giving up a 
goal on Colorado’s first shot for 
a second straight game. Yet the 
Predators rallied again to take 
their first 2-0 lead when starting 
a best-of-seven series in their own 
building. 

Kevin Fiala had a goal and 
an assist, and Viktor Arvidsson, 
Ryan Johansen and Austin Wat¬ 
son scored a goal apiece. P.K. 
Subban and Mattias Ekholm each 
had two assists for Nashville, 
which has won 12 straight over 
the Avalanche. Rinne made 26 
saves. Nathan MacKinnon had 
a goal and an assist, and Gabriel 
Bourque and Gabriel Landeskog 
each added a goal for Colorado. 

Lightning 5, Devils 3: Alex 
Killorn scored twice during a 
four-goal second period, helping 
host Tampa Bay to a 2-0 lead in 
the Eastern Conference series. 

The Lightning scored three 
times in a 2:47 span in the second 
period, and the reeling Devils 
pulled goalie Keith Kinkaid after 
Killorn’s third goal in two games 
made it 5-1 with 6:48 remaining in 
the period. Kinkaid, whose stellar 
play since January helped New 
Jersey finish strong and claim 
its first playoff berth since 2012, 
yielded five goals on 15 shots. 

Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point 
and Tyler Johnson also scored for 
Tampa Bay, which is up 2-0 in the 
series after going 0-2-1 against the 
Devils during the regular season. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 
41 shots, limiting the Devils to 
rookie Nico Hischier’s unassisted 
goal in the opening period, Sami 
Vatanen’s sixth career playoff 
goal late in the second, Blake 
Coleman’s third-period tally that 
trimmed Tampa Bay’s lead to 5-3 
with eight minutes left. 

Sharks 3, Ducks 2: Logan Cou¬ 
ture had a goal and an assist, Mar¬ 
tin Jones made 28 saves and San 
Jose excelled on the road again to 
take a 2-0 lead in their first-round 
playoff series. 

Marcus Sorensen and Tomas 
Hertl also scored for the Sharks, 
who gave another disciplined, or¬ 
ganized performance while mov¬ 
ing halfway to their first playoff 
series victory since their Stanley 
Cup Final run in 2016. The Sharks 
also are halfway to their first play¬ 
off series victory over Anaheim, 
their longtime downstate rivals. 

Hampus Lindholm had a goal 
and an assist for the Ducks, who 
are leaving Honda Center with an 
0-2 series deficit for the third time 
in their last five playoff series. 

Jakob Silfverberg scored in the 
opening minute and John Gib¬ 
son stopped 32 shots as Anaheim 
dropped to 3-6 in its last nine 
home playoff games overall. 
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The Bruins David Pastrnak, center, had a hat trick in Game 2 of a 
first-round playoff series against the Maple Leafs on Saturday in 
Boston. The Bruins won 7-3 to take a 2-0 series lead. 

Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Tampa Bay 2, New Jersey 0 
Thursday: Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 2 
Saturday: Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 3 
Monday: at New Jersey 
Wednesday: at New Jersey 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Tampa Bay 
x-Monday, April 23: at New Jersey 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at New Jersey 
Boston 2, Toronto 0 
Boston 5, Toronto 1 
Saturday: Boston 7, Toronto 3 
Monday: at Toronto. AFN-Sports2, 1 
a.m. Tuesday CET; 8 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
Thursday: at Toronto 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Boston 
x-Monday, April 23: at Toronto 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Boston 
Columbus 1, Washington 0 
Columbus 4, Washington 3, OT 
Sunday: at Washington 
Tuesday: at Columbus. AFN-Sports2, 
1:30 a.m. Wednesday CET; 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday JKT 

Thursday: at Columbus 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Washington 
x-Monday, April 23: at Columbus 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Washington 
Pittsburgh 1, Philadelphia 1 
Pittsburgh 7, Philadelphia 0 
Friday: Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 1 
Sunday: at Philadelphia 
Wednesday: at Philadelphia. AFN- 
Sports2, 1 a.m. Thursday CET; 6 a.m. 
Thursday JKT 

Friday, April 20: at Pittsburgh 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Philadelphia 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Pittsburgh 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Nashville 2, Colorado 0 
Thursday: Nashville 5, Colorado 2 
Saturday: Nashville 5, Colorado 4 
Monday: at Colorado. AFN-Sports2, 4 
a.m. Tuesday CET; 11 a.m. Tuesday JKT 
Wednesday: at Colorado. AFN-Sports2, 
4 a.m. Thursday CET; 11 a.m. Thursday 


Winnipeg 2, Minnesota 0 

Winnipeg 3, Minnesota 2 
Friday: Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 1 
Sunday: at Minnesota 
Tuesday: at Minnesota 
x-Friday, April 20: at Winnipeg 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Minnesota 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Winnipeg 
Vegas 2, Los Angeles 0 
Vegas 1, Los Angeles 0 
Friday: Vegas 2, Los Angeles 1 (20T) 
Sunday: at Los Angeles 
Tuesday: at Los Angeles. AFN-Sports2, 
4:30 a.m. Wednesday CET; 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday JKT 

x-Thursday, April 19: at Vegas 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Los Angeles 
x-Monday, April 23: at Vegas 
San Jose 2, Anaheim 0 
Thursday: San Jose 3, Anaheim 0 
Saturday: San Jose 3, Anaheim 2 
Monday: at San Jose 
Wednesday: at San Jose 
x-Friday, April 20: at Anaheim 
x-Sunday, April 22: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Anaheim 

Saturday 

Sharks 3, Ducks 2 

San Jose 2 1 0-3 

Anaheim 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Silfverberg 1 
(Lindholm), 0:40. 2, San Jose, Sorensen 1 
(Dillon, Karlsson), 9:41. 3, San Jose, Cou¬ 
ture 1 (Labanc, Pavelski), 14:41 (pp). 


Second Period—4, San Jose, Hertl 1 
(Boedker, Couture), 1:11. 5, Anaheim, 
Lindholm 1 (Getzlaf, Kesler), 7:51 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 9-13-13-35. 
Anaheim 8-11-11—30. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 3; Anaheim 1 of 2. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 2-0 (30 shots- 
28 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 0-2 (35-32). 

A—17,430 (17,174). T-2:48. 

Lightning 5, Devils 3 

New Jersey 1 1 1-3 

Tampa Bay 1 4 0-5 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Point 1 
(McDonagh, Palat), 12:15. 2, New Jersey, 
Hischier 1, 13:38. 

Second Period—3, Tampa Bay, Killorn 2 
(Kucherov, Stamkos), 3:14 (pp). 4, Tampa 
Bay, Johnson 2 (Point, McDonagh), 4:36. 
5, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 2, 6:01. 6, Tampa 
Bay, Killorn 3 (Kucherov, Hedman), 13:12 
(pp). 7, New Jersey, Vatanen 1 (Greene, 
Schneider), 19:34. 

Third Period—8, New Jersey, Coleman 
1 (Moore, Zajac), 11:57. 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 10-15-19— 
44. Tampa Bay 6-11-9-26. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 3; Tampa Bay 2 of 3. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 0-2 (15 
shots-10 saves), Schneider 0-0 (10-10). 
Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 2-0 (44-41). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:49. 

Bruins 7, Maple Leafs 3 

Toronto 0 2 1-3 

Boston 4 1 2-7 

First Period—1, Boston, Pastrnak 2 
(Bergeron, Krug), 5:26. 2, Boston, De¬ 
Brusk 1 (Krug, Bergeron), 9:46 (pp). 3, 
Boston, Miller 1 (Pastrnak, Marchand), 
12:13.4, Boston, Nash 1 (Krug, Pastrnak), 
15:00 (pp). 

Second Period—5, Toronto, Marner 1 
(Hyman), 1:22. 6, Boston, Krejci 2 (Pas¬ 
trnak, Marchand), 3:46.7, Toronto, Bozak 
1 (Rielly, Brown), 9:02. 

Third Period—8, Boston, Pastrnak 
3 (Bergeron, Marchand), 12:34. 9, To¬ 
ronto, van Riemsdyk 1 (Marner, Johns- 
son), 14:53 (pp). 10, Boston, Pastrnak 4 
(Bergeron, Marchand), 18:24. 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 6-16-11-33. 
Boston 8-14-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 4; Boston 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 0-1 (5 

shots-2 saves), McElhinney 0-1 (23-19). 
Boston, Rask 2-0 (33-30). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:51. 

Predators 5, Avalanche 4 

Colorado 1 1 2-4 

Nashville 0 3 2-5 

First Period—1, Colorado, Bourque 1 

(Wilson, Compher), 2:34. 

Second Period—2, Nashville, Fiala 1 
(Sissons, Turris), 1:01 (pp). 3, Nashville, 
Arvidsson 1,12:36.4, Nashville, Johansen 
1 (Ekholm, Subban), 16:32. 5, Colorado, 
MacKinnon 1 (Zadorov), 17:08. 

Third Period—6 , Nashville, Watson 2 
(Fiala, Bonino), 7:16. 7, Colorado, Lan¬ 
deskog 1 (Barrie, MacKinnon), 9:14 (pp). 
8, Nashville, Hartman 1 (Ekholm, Sub¬ 
ban), 18:51. 9, Colorado, Kerfoot 1 (Lan¬ 
deskog, Barrie), 19:24. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 11-8-11—30. 
Nashville 9-10-14-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 5; Nashville 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Colorado, Bernier 0-2 (32 
shots-28 saves). Nashville, Rinne 2-0 (30- 


26). 


A—17,369 (17,113). T-2:34. 
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Briefly 

Poirier stops Gaethje 
in lightweight fight 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 



Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 

Seoul American’s Chloe Byrd leads the pack in the girls 1,600 run during Saturday’s meet at Humphreys. 

Falcons’ Neal doesn’t let 
weather keep her down 


Associated Press 

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Dustin 
Poirier hobbled in on crutches 
after way-too-many kicks made 
it tough to bend his right leg. He 
had stitches in his face, may have 
broken his left hand. 

Poirier knew his fight with Jus¬ 
tin Gaethje would be like this. He 
survived and won with a big left 
hand, moving a step closer to his 
title shot. 

Poirier stunned Gaethje with a 
hard left hand in the fourth round 
and won by technical knockout 
in brutal a UFC lightweight fight 
among top contenders Saturday 
night. 

The fifth-ranked lightweight, 
Poirier (23-5) bloodied Gaethje 
in the first round and finished 
him off with a flurry early in the 
fourth, yelling “I’m going to get 
that title fight this year!” as he 
left the octagon. 

“As I thought about the pos¬ 
sibilities this fight could take, I 
knew I would have to dig down 
deep, I knew trouble would pres¬ 
ent itself,” Poirier said. “I just 
stayed tough and believed in my¬ 
self, got it done. 

Alex Oliveira filled in as a re¬ 
placement against Carlos Condit 
in the co-main event after Matt 
Brown tore his ACL. The 30-year- 
old Brazilian earned the biggest 
win of his career in the desert on 
two weeks’ notice, forcing the for¬ 
mer interim welterweight champ 
to submit with a second-round 
guillotine choke hold in a fight 
that bloodied both fighters. 

Resurgent Poulter 
takes Heritage lead 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 
— The resurgent Ian Poulter shot 
a 4-under 67 on Saturday to take a 
one-shot lead into the final round 
of the RBC Heritage, putting him 
in position for his second victory 
in three weeks. 

Before April, Poulter had not 
won on tour in more than five 
years. Now, he’s one more solid 
round away from adding another 
title to his dramatic win at the 
Houston Open on April 1. 

The Englishman is a stroke 


ahead of Luke List (67) and Si 
Woo Kim (68). 

In other golf news: 

■ Brooke Henderson pulled 
away Saturday at gusty Ko Olina 
Golf Club to win the Lotte Cham¬ 
pionship at Kapolei, Hawaii for 
her sixth LPGA Tour victory. 

The 20-year-old Canadian 
closed with a 3-under 69 for a 
four-stroke victory. 

Spain’s Azahara Munoz had 
a 67, the low round of the day, to 
finish second. 

Preece takes Xfinity 
race at Bristol 

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Ryan Pre¬ 
ece won the Xfinity Series race on 
Saturday at Bristol Motor Speed¬ 
way and took home the Dash 4 
Cash $100,000 bonus prize. 

The 27-year-old Preece be¬ 
came the seventh different win¬ 
ner this year in the Xfinity Series 
in as many races, beating Justin 
Allgaier and Daniel Hemric to 
the finish line. 

Elliott Sadler finished fourth 
and Spencer Gallagher was fifth. 

Brandon Jones gambled and 
took only two tires under caution 
with 10 laps to go and Preece was 
able to take him on the restart in 
his No. 18 Toyota. He pulled away 
for an easy victory. 

Preece was competing with 
pole sitter Cole Custer, Chris¬ 
topher Bell and Hemric for the 
$100,000 prize. Bell, one of the 
pre-race favorites and the stage 
one winner, crashed just near the 
midway point of the race when he 
couldn’t avoid a collision between 
Vinnie Miller and Cody Ware. 

In other racing news: 

■ Daniel Ricciardo of Red Bull 
won Sunday’s Chinese Grand 
Prix to claim the sixth victory of 
his Formula One career. 

Ricciardo of Australia started 
from the third row, but took ad¬ 
vantage when the safety car came 
out on the 31st lap to allow him to 
get fresh tires. He took the lead 
on the 45th lap, overtaking Valt- 
teri Bottas of Mercedes. 

Bottas finished second and 
Kimi Raikkonen of Ferrari was 
third. 


CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea 
— It didn’t matter to Alyse Neal that it 
had rained all morning, the long-jump 
landing pit was rock-hard and they 
could have canceled Saturday’s meet 
altogether. 

All she wanted to do was jump. 

And jump the Seoul American se¬ 
nior did, matching her Far East meet- 
record 5.3 meters despite the chill of 
45 degrees, on-and-off rain and the 
fact that Saturday’s meet started 7}/z 
hours late. 

And despite that, she felt she could 
have jumped longer, perhaps beat the 
eight-year-old Pacific record of 5.42, 
something Neal has done in practice 
this season. 

“If she did that under these condi¬ 
tions, she knows she can do better in 
nicer weather," Falcons coach Joseph 
O’Connor said. 

“She’s strong, she’s been looking 
stronger in practice” since spring break 
ended last week,” O’Connor said. “She’s 
going to have a great culminating senior 
year. She’s an example of working hard 
and consistency. She’s going to do ex¬ 
ceedingly well at Far East." 

Hours later, after the meet was 
done, Neal smiled as she discussed her 
chances of exceeding her Far East and 
the Pacific records. “If I set my bound¬ 
aries, then I feel I can make a certain 
distance,” Neal said. 

Only a handful of events were held: 
throws, long jump, 100, 400, 800, 
1,600 and 3,200 relay. 

All events were hand-timed, render¬ 
ing the results unofficial for purposes 
of qualifying for next month’s Far East 
meet and district standings. 


Humphreys: James Rivet scored 
all six goals to boost 
the Blackhawks boys 
past Daegu 6-0, while 
Hayden McMillan netted 
a hat trick to help the girls 
shut out the Warriors 4-0 on the pitch. 
Humphreys boys are 5-3 and the girls 
4-3-1, best in school history. 

Osan: Joey Betts returned to the 
lineup for the first time in 
six weeks and scored four 
times and assisted thrice 
as the Cougars boys 
blanked winless Daegu 
7-0 for their the first win. 

Kadena: Good weekend on the pitch 
for the Panthers. Brennon 
Slinger, Kian Smith and 
Antwaine Holeness each 
scored twice as Kadena's 
boys won three matches. 
The girls beat Yomitan 4-0 behind two 
goals each by Adrianna Gomez and 
Phoebe Bills; Gomez tops Kadena with 
26 this season. 

Kubasaki: Juan Guerrero won four 
events (high jump, 300 
hurdles and two relays), 
while Ja’Tavia Callier 
(high jump, 100 and 300 
hurdles) and Vincent Hill 
(long jump, two relays) each won three 
for the Dragons in Saturday’s track 
meet at American Village Stadium in 
Chatan. 

Yokota: Senior Britney Bailey broke 
the school record in the 
300 hurdles with a time 
of 47.48; she also holds 
the 100 hurdles mark. 
... Caleigh Garcia scored 
once each in three matches, all victo¬ 
ries for the girls soccer team, which re¬ 
mains unbeaten at 12-0 this season. 


Kinnick: Maggie Donnelly scored 
eight times and Kai Sul¬ 
livan had five goals and 
Tatsuya Cosey four as 
the Red Devils boys and 
girls soccer teams swept 
their four matches at Edgren. ... Sontti 
Sesay won three events as Kinnick’s 
track teams dominated Saturday’s 
Kanto Plain meet at Oi Pier Ground. 

Perry: Junior Kai Lange got eight 
goals to run his Pacific¬ 
leading total to 43 and 
lead the Samurai to three 
home wins. On Friday 
Garrett Macias struck out 
nine and had two RBIs as the Samurai 
blanked E.J. King 8-0. 

EJ. King: After losing the opener 
of a Friday doubleheader 
9-2 to the Samurai, the 
Cobras struck back in the 
nightcap for eight runs in 
the second inning and 
six in the fifth to seal a 16-9 triumph. 
Saturday’s games were rained out. 

Edgren: Trinity Fiers won both 
throws and ran the lead 
leg in the 400 relay as 
the Eagles girls track 
team scored 77 points, 
second to American 
School In Japan in Saturday’s meet at 
Yokota. ... Brittany Crown struck out 
eight and had two RBIs in softball’s 5- 
3 win Friday over the Panthers. 

Zama: Barou Yoplo had a goal and 
an assist in a losing effort 
Friday as the Trojans boys 
soccer team lost 5-2 to 
St. Maur. ... Zion Brown 
won the 100, 200 and 
the 400 relay and Devonte Gabriel 
won the high jump and 300 hurdles in 
Saturday’s Yokota meet. 

— Stars and Stripes 



Stephen B. Morton/AP 


Ian Poulter watches his drive off the fourth tee during the final round 
of the RBC Heritage on Sunday. Poluter led entering the final round. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKENED 


Track gets out of blocks with big meets 


The 2018 DODEA Europe track sea¬ 
son opened Saturday with a massive 
10-team meet at Wiesbaden. 

The Wiesbaden girls took first place 
on their home turf, thanks largely to 
outstanding relay performances. The 
girls’ team, featuring Ta’Nya Thomas, 
Whitney Bivins, Catianna Binyard-Turn- 
er and Chloe Edson, won by more than 
17 seconds. The boys’ squad of James 
Wagenblast, Garrett Armel, Isaiah DeV- 
ane and Brown had a 16-second edge 
on second-place Ramstein. 

Another standout on the girls’ side 
was McKinley Fielding, who led a 
typically strong Stuttgart distance con¬ 
tingent. Fielding won the 1,600 and 
3,200 with plenty of room to spare, 
winning the respective races by 22 and 
48 seconds. 

The Ramstein boys outpaced all ri¬ 
vals, meanwhile, easily topping their 
competition with a massive 60-point 
margin. Jose Serrano reigned supreme 
in the middle distance, winning both 
the 800 and 1,600 with relative ease. 

Vilseck lacked the numbers to com¬ 
pete for team honors, but sprinter 
Devin Gamble gave the Falcons some 
memorable highlights. Gamble earned 
narrow victories in the 100- and 200- 
meter races. 

Rota, one of a handful of smaller 
schools lined up alongside the German 
giants, nonetheless enjoyed a strong 
showing. Deja Alexis won both the girls 
100 meters and long jump events. 

Alconbury: The Dragons picked up 
| their first boys soccer win 
of the year on Saturday in 
dominant fashion, routing 
host Baumholder 7-0. 
Jose Cordero scored five 
goals to lead the way. 

AFNORTH: The Lions overwhelmed 

H girls soccer rival Brussels 
on Thursday in a 5-1 vic¬ 
tory. Kyla Kolosky scored 
four goals and assisted 
on the other in a brilliant 
offensive performance. 

American Overseas School of 
I Rome: Standout individ¬ 
ual performances high¬ 
lighted a thorough team 
victory for the AOSR girls 
soccer team Saturday. 
Denise Rapp scored twice off Maria 
Rossi assists and goalkeeper Emma 
Woods posted a seven-save shutout in 
the Falcons’ 2-0 defeat of Sigonella. 


Ansbach: The small Cougars track 
team was squeezed into 
the 10-team meet at 
Wiesbaden on Saturday, 
and it’s looking at more 
of the same. Ansbach is 
part of a 12-team field Saturday at Kai¬ 
serslautern and is one of eight teams 
on April 28 at Vilseck. 

Aviano: The Saints’ field serves as 
the centerpiece of Divi¬ 
sion II soccer this week¬ 
end. AOSR, Marymount 
and Rota are in town for 
boys and girls matches 
aturday. 

ler: The Bucs missed their 
chance to record Division 
111 soccer wins as they lost 
boys and girls decisions 
to Alconbury on Satur¬ 
day. Baumholder won’t 
play another divisional game until early 
May, when the Bucs visit Ansbach and 
Hohenfels. 

Black Forest Academy: The Falcons 
came up short in boys and girls soccer 
contests with Division I Wiesbaden on 
Saturday. They’ll get a look at the other 
extreme of DODEA Europe soccer this 
weekend as D-lll Baumholder visits. 

Brussels: The Brigands posted an 
impressive 2-0 boys soc¬ 
cer defeat of AFNORTH 
on Thursday. Aljaz Ur¬ 
bane scored both Brus¬ 
sels goals and keeper 
Dominick DeFazio made 11 saves. 

Hohenfels: After facing Vilseck, the 
Division III Tigers punch 
up at another D-l foe 
next weekend. Hohen¬ 
fels hosts Wiesbaden for 
a boys and girls set on 






Saturday. 

Kaiserslautern: The Raiders shook 
some early-season 
I struggles with a pair of 
dominant boys soccer 
wins; an 8-1 rout of Al¬ 
conbury on Friday and a 
7-0 shutout of Lakenheath on Satur¬ 
day. Pablo Zorrilla and Tyler Jankowski 
both had three goals in each victory. 

Lakenheath: The Lancers blasted 
| visiting Spangdahlem by 
matching scores of 22-11 
in a softball doubleheader 
Saturday. Alii Stangl kept 
the symmetry going with 
a home run in each game. 


Dan STOUTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 

Wiesbaden’s Chloe Edison races toward the finish line in the girls’ 400-meter relay during a 10-team 
meet in Wiesbaden, Germany, on Saturday. Wiesbaden’s strong showing in girls’ relays helped them to a 
first-place finish at the meet. 


Marymount: The Royals’ girls soccer 
team has long been over¬ 
shadowed by the school’s 
dynastic boys program, 
but the squad is making 
its own name this spring. 
MMI’s 4-0 shutout of Florence on Sat¬ 
urday kept the Royal girls undefeated 
on the season. 

Naples: The Wildcats narrowly 
avoided an upset girls 
soccer loss Friday at Vi¬ 
cenza. Victoria Sasse as¬ 
sisted Roxanne Sasse on 
a second-half goal that 
forced a 1-1 tie with the rival Cougars. 


SHAPE: The Spartans were idle 
““'on the team sports front 
over the weekend, but 
they’ll be back in action 
on Saturday. The SHAPE 
baseball and softball 
teams visit Lakenheath, while the soc¬ 
cer teams travel to Ramstein. 

Sigonella: The Jaguars will spend 
the rest of the month 
at home before playing 
the balance of their soc¬ 
cer season on the road. 
Sigonella visits AOSR and 
Rota in May before traveling to Germa¬ 
ny for the Division III tournament. 


Spangdahlem: The Sentinels spent 
the opening weekend of 
the track season in Lak¬ 
enheath and will do the 
same in their season fina¬ 
le May 19. But the team 
will stay close to home in between, with 
visits to Kaiserslautern, Wiesbaden and 
Baumholder in the next four weeks. 

Vicenza: The Cou¬ 
gars played Naples, their 
regional and divisional 
archrival, to a girls soccer 
draw on Friday. Madeline 
Mollner scored off an assist by Hope 
Bello to earn the deadlock. 

— Stars and Stripes 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Baltimore 
Tampa Bay 

f 

Minnesota 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

Kansas City 

1 

Los Angeles 
Houston 
Seattle 
Oakland 


Central Division 


3 813 _ HBP-by 

5 1667 2'A (Bryant- 


National League 

East Division 
W L 


11 


Pet GB 


..,. _ _ .615 3 

Atlanta 8 6 .571 3'A 

Washington 7 8 .467 5 

Miami 4 10 .286 VA 

Central Division 

Pittsburgh 10 4 .714 — 

Milwaukee 8 7 .533 2'A 

St. Louis 8 7 .533 2'A 

Chicago 7 7 .500 3 

Cincinnati 2 12 .143 8 

West Division 

Arizona 11 3 .786 - 

Colorado 8 8 .500 4 

San Francisco 6 8 .429 5 

San Diego 6 10 .375 6 

Los Angeles 4 9 .308 6'A 

Friday’s games 

Chicago White Sox at Minnesota, ppd. 
Boston 7, Baltimore 3 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Detroit 6 
Philadelphia 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Toronto 8, Cleveland 4 
Houston 3, Texas 2 
L.A. Angels 5, Kansas City 4 
Seattle 7, Oakland 4 
Atlanta 4, Chicago Cubs 0 
St. Louis 5, Cincinnati 3 
Colorado 2, Washington 1 
Miami 7, Pittsburgh 2 
N.Y. Mets 6, Milwaukee 5 
Arizona 8, L.A. Dodgers 7 
San Diego 5, San Francisco 1 
Saturday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees at Detroit, ppd. 

Chicago White Sox at Minnesota, ppd. 
Toronto at Cleveland, ppd. 

Boston 10, Baltimore 3 
Texas 6, Houston 5,10 innings 
Philadelphia 9, Tampa Bay 4 
L.A. Angels 5, Kansas City 3 
Seattle 10, Oakland 8 
Washington 6, Colorado 2 
St. Louis 6, Cincinnati 1 
Chicago Cubs 14, Atlanta 10 
Milwaukee 5, N.Y. Mets 1 
Pittsburgh 1, Miami 0 
San Diego 5, San Francisco 4 
Arizona 9, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Sunday’s games 
Baltimore at Boston 
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets 
N.Y. Yankees at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay 
Pittsburgh at Miami 
St. Louis at Cincinnati 
Toronto at Cleveland 
Colorado at Washington 
Chicago White Sox at Minnesota 
L.A. Angels at Kansas City 
Atlanta at Chicago Cubs 
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers 
Oakland at Seattle 
San Francisco at San Diego 
Texas at Houston 

Monday’s games 

Baltimore (Cashner 1-1) at Boston 
(Johnson 1-0) 

Miami (Smith 0-1) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Tanaka 2-1) 

Kansas City (Duffy 0-2) at Toronto 
(Sanchez 1-1) 

Texas (Perez 1-1) at Tampa Bay (TBD) 
Chicago White Sox (Lopez 0-1) at Oak¬ 
land (Mengden 1-2) 

Houston (Keuchel 0-2) at Seattle (Pax¬ 
ton 0-1) 

Colorado (Marquez 0-1) at Pittsburgh 
(Brault 2-0) 

St. Louis (Wainwright 0-2) at Chicago 
Cubs (Lester 1-0) 

Washington (Cole 0-1) at N.Y. Mets 
(deGrom 2-0) 

Philadelphia (Nola 1-0) at Atlanta 
(Foltynewicz 1-1) 

Cincinnati (Castillo 0-2) at Milwaukee 
(Suter 1-1) 

L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 1-0) at San Diego 
(Perdomo 1-1) 

Saturday 

Cubs 14, Braves 10 

Atlanta Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbl 

Albies 2b 5 2 3 4 I.Happ If-cf 4 0 0 0 

Swanson ss 6 2 3 2 Cishek p 0 0 0 0 

F.Frman lb 5 12 1 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

K. Szuki c 3 0 2 1 LStllaph 1111 

Mrkakis rf 5 0 2 2 Morrow p 0 0 0 0 

L. AdamsIf 4 2 10 Almoracf 2 2 11 

Clbrson3b 4 110 Navarro lb 3 0 0 0 

Bourjoscf 5 110 Bryant 3b 3 2 2 0 

Newcomb p 2 1 0 0 Cntrras c 5 112 

Winkler p 0 0 0 0 Zbrst lb-lf-rf3 3 3 2 

Tucker ph 1 0 0 0 J.Baez2b 5 114 

L.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 Russell ss 3 110 

Jose.Rm p 0 0 0 0 Heywrdrf-cf3 2 0 0 

S.Frman p 0 0 0 0 Qintana p 10 0 0 

Moylanp 0 0 0 0 Butler p 10 0 0 

Schwbrph-lfl 1 0 2 
Totals 401015 10 Totals 35141012 
Atlanta 135 100 000-10 

Chicago 101 001 29x-14 

E-J.Baez (2), Russell (2), Albies (2), 
K.Suzuki (3). DP—Chicago 2. LOB—Atlan¬ 
ta 12, Chicago 9. 2B—Albies (8), Swanson 
(7), Markakis (3), Culberson (1), Bryant 
(6), J.Baez (2). 3B—Zobrist (1). HR—Al¬ 
bies (5), Almora (1). S—Newcomb (1). 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Newcomb 5'A 6 3 2 4 7 

Winkler 1% 1 2 2 12 

Jackson 'A 1 2 2 0 1 

Ramirez L,0-1 'A 2 5 5 2 1 

Freeman 0 0 2 1 3 0 

Moylan 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Chicago 

Quintana 2'A 7 7 7 4 1 

Butler 3% 5 3 2 2 2 

Cishek 1 2 0 0 1 0 

Wilson W,l-0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Morrow 1 0 0 0 1 1 

S.Freeman pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
HBP—by Jackson (Heyward), by Ramirez 
(Bryant). WP—Newcomb, Butler, Wilson, 
Moylan. T-3:43. A-36,788 (41,649). 

Mariners 10, Athletics 8 

Oakland Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semien ss 5 110 D.Grdon cf 5 1 3 1 

Canhalf 5 2 2 3 Segura ss 5 12 3 

Lowrie2b 4 13 1 Cano 2b 4 0 10 

K.Davisdh 5 112 Cruzdh 5 110 

M.Chpmn 3b 4 110 K.Sager3b 4 2 3 1 

M.OIsonlb 3 0 0 0 Hanigerrf 5 12 3 

Lucroy C 2 10 0 Vglbach lb 4 2 2 1 

Pscotty rf 4 12 2 Motter lb 10 0 0 

T.Thmpscf 1 0 0 0 I.Szuki If 4 110 

Joyce ph-cf 3 0 0 0 Heredia If 10 0 0 

Freitas c 4 12 0 

Totals 36 810 8 Totals 4210 17 9 

Oakland 003 100 310- 8 

Seattle 032 031 10x-10 

E—Graveman (1), Semien (2), 
M.Chapman (2). DP-Seattle 1. LOB- 
Oakland 5, Seattle 10. 2B—Semien (5), 
M.Chapman (2), K.Seager (4), Vogelbach 
(2). HR-Canha (1), K.Davis (5), Piscotty 
(1), Segura (1), K.Seager (3), Haniger (4), 
Vogelbach (2). SB-D.Gordon 2 (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Graveman L,0-3 4 8 5 5 2 5 

Coulombe Vi 4 3 2 0 0 

Pagan l'A 2 2 2 0 0 

Petit 2 3 0 0 0 2 

Seattle 

Gonzales 3'A 5 4 4 1 5 

Bradford W,l-0 M 0 0 0 1 1 

Altavilla 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Rzepczynski Vi 2 2 2 0 1 

Vincent 'A 1 110 0 

Nicasio H,6 1 1110 2 

Diaz S,6-6 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Pagan pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP—by Gonzales (Olson). WP—Grave¬ 
man. T—3:32. A—29,013 (47,943). 

Diamondbacks 9, Dodgers 1 

Arizona Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.Prlta If 4 110 C.Tylorcf 3 0 0 0 

K.Marte 2b 5 111 C.Sagerss 4 0 0 0 

Gldschm lb 4 2 3 2 Grandal c 3 0 10 

DLRsap 0 0 0 0 Bllngerlb 4 0 10 

Pollock cf 4 2 2 3 Puigrf 4 12 0 

Owings rf 4 110 Pderson If 4 0 11 

Ahmed ss 4 0 0 0 Frsythe3b 2 0 0 0 

Avila c 3 2 11 K.Hrnan 3b 2 0 10 

Marrero 3b 4 0 12 Utley 2b 4 0 2 0 

T.WIker p 0 0 0 0 R.Hillp 10 0 0 

C.WIkerph 1 0 0 0 K.Frmerph 10 0 0 

McFrlndp 1 0 0 0 Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 

J. Mrphyph 1 0 0 0 M.Kemp ph 10 0 0 

Salas p 0 0 0 0 Font p 0 0 0 0 

Chafin p 0 0 0 0 A.Brnes ph 1 0 0 0 

Dsclsoph-lb 10 0 0 

Totals 36 910 9 Totals 34 1 8 1 

Arizona 003 220 011-9 

Los Angeles 010 000 000—1 

LOB—Arizona 2, Los Angeles 8. 2B— 

K. Marte (4), Owings (4), Bellinger (2), 
Puig 2 (4). HR—Goldschmidt (3), Pollock 
2 (3), Avila (1). CS—C.Taylor (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Walker 

McFarland W,l-0 
Salas 
Chafin 
De La Rosa 
Los Angeles 
Hill L,l-1 
Alexander 


1112 
0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 1 

0 0 11 

0 0 0 0 

7 7 2 5 

0 0 0 0 

* * 0 2 


T—3:10. A—44,306 (56,000). 

Rangers 6, Astros 5 (10) 

Texas Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choorf 5 0 0 0 Sprngercf 5 12 0 

Profar ss 3 2 2 0 Bregman 3b 5 1 2 0 

Gallo dh 5 12 2 Altuve2b 3 110 

Beltre 3b 4 12 1 Correa ss 5 112 

Guzman lb 5 12 2 Y.Grrel lb 5 12 3 

Rualf 5 0 2 0 Reddick rf 4 0 0 0 

Centeno c 5 0 0 0 Ma.Gnzalf 4 0 0 0 

Knr-Flf 2b 4 111 Gattisdh 4 0 0 0 

Rbinsoncf 4 0 0 0 Stassi C 3 0 0 0 

Toccicf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 40 611 6 Totals 38 5 8 5 
Texas 000 011 030 1-6 

Houston 000 500 000 0-5 

E—Profar (2). DP—Texas 1, Houston 1. 
LOB-Texas 7, Houston 7. 2B-Profar (2), 
Gallo (3), Correa (5), Y.Gurriel (1). HR- 
Gallo (5), Beltre (1), Guzman (1), Kiner- 
Falefa (1), Y.Gurriel (1). 


Barnette 

Bush 

Kela W,l-0 
Martin H,4 
Claudio S,l-1 
Houston 
Morton 
Rondon H,1 
Peacock BS,1 
Smith 
Giles 

Harris L,0-1 


Angels 5, Royals 3 

Los Angeles Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cozart 2b 3 10 1 Jay If 4 0 0 0 

Trout cf 5 112 Mrrfeld cf 4 0 10 

Upton If 5 12 1 Mstakas 3b 4 111 

Pujols dh 4 0 10 Dudalb 3 110 

K.CIhunrf 4 0 10 Solerrf 4 110 

A.Smmnsss 4 0 0 0 Orlando dh 3 0 10 

Vlbuena3b 4 2 2 1 Goins 2b 3 0 0 0 

J.Marte lb 4 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 4 0 0 0 

R.Rverac 3 0 2 0 Buterac 3 0 11 

Totals 36 5 9 5 Totals 32 3 6 2 

Los Angeles 001 121 000-5 

Kansas City 000 010 110-3 

E—Soler (1). DP—Los Angeles 1. LOB— 
Los Angeles 7, Kansas City 7. 2B—Pujols 
(4). HR-Trout (6), Upton (4), Valbuena 
---". SF—C- 

8 SO 


(3), Moustakas (3). SF-Cozart (1). 


Los Angeles 

Richards W,2-0 5 1113 5 

Alvarez 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Johnson % 2 1111 

Parker H,1 'A 2 1110 

Wood H,3 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Middleton S,4-4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Kansas City 

JuniS L,2-l VA 7 4 4 1 7 

Flynn 2'A 1 10 11 

Smith 2 1 0 0 0 3 

G.Richards pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
Parker pitched to 2 batters in the 8th WP— 
Richards 3. T-3:03. A-15,876 (37,903). 


Brewers 5, Mets 1 


Milwaukee 


R ER BB SO 

5 5 12 

0 0 13 

0 0 0 1 
0 0 11 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

2 2 1 12 
0 0 0 2 
3 3 0 0 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
2 1 


New York 

h bi ab r hbi 

Cain cf 5 0 10 Cnfortocf 3 10 0 

Thames lb 4 0 0 0 A.Cbrra2b 4 0 0 0 

Braun If 3 0 10 Cespdes If 4 0 11 

H.Perez If 1 0 0 0 Bruce rf 4 0 0 0 

T.Shaw 3b 4 12 0 A.Gnzal lb 3 0 0 0 

Do.Sntnrf 3 110 T.Frzer3b 2 0 10 

Sogardss 4 0 0 0 A.Rsrioss 3 0 10 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Lobaton c 10 0 0 

Villar 2b 4 113 Lagares ph 10 0 0 

Bandy c 4 12 1 NidOC 0 0 0 0 

C.Andrsp 2 0 0 0 M.Hrveyp 10 0 0 

Jffress p 0 0 0 0 Sewald p 10 0 0 

Arciass 1111 Flores ph 10 0 0 
H.Rblesp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 5 9 5 Totals 28 1 3 1 

Milwaukee 030 100 001-5 

New York 000 001 000-1 

DP—Milwaukee 2. LOB—Milwaukee 5, 
New York 3. 2B-T.Shaw (6). HR-Villar 

(1) , Bandy (1), Arcia (1). SB-Braun (2). 
S—C.Anderson (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Anderson W,l-1 6’/3 2 112 5 

Jeffress H,1 % 1 0 0 0 0 

HaderS,l-l 2 0 0 0 0 5 

New York 

Harvey L,0-1 5 8 4 4 1 6 

Sewald 3 0 0 0 0 5 

Robles 1 1110 2 

HBP—by Anderson (Conforto). T—2:46. 
A—40,965 (41,922). 

Pirates 1, Marlins 0 

Pittsburgh 

Hrrison 2b 

Polanco rf 4 u u u Kojas ss 4 u 1 u 

S.Marte cf 4 110 S.Cstro2b 4 0 2 0 

J.Belllb 4 0 10 Bourlb 3 0 10 

Dckrson If 4 0 11 B.Andrs3b 4 0 2 0 

Crvelli C 3 0 2 0 Shuck rf 3 0 0 0 

Moran 3b 3 0 0 0 Brinson cf 4 0 0 0 

Mercer ss 2 0 0 0 Holadayc 3 0 0 0 

Taillon p 2 0 0 0 T.Rchrdp 2 0 0 0 

Felizp 0 0 0 0 Telisph 10 0 0 

A.Frzer ph 0 0 0 0 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

Kontos p 0 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 

F.Vazqz p 0 0 0 0 Maybinph 10 0 0 

Totals 30 1 5 1 Totals 33 0 6 0 
Pittsburgh 000 000 001-1 

Miami 000 000 000-0 

DP—Miami 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 5, Mi¬ 
ami 9. 2B—Cervelli (3). CS-A.Frazier (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Taillon 6 4 0 0 3 2 

Feliz 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kontos W,1-1 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Vazquez S,5-5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Miami 

Richards 7 2 0 0 1 2 

Steckenrider 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Ziegler L,0-3 1 3 110 0 

HBP-by Richards (Cervelli). T-2:31. 
A—26,816 (36,742). 

Red Sox 10, Orioles 3 

Baltimore Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mancini If 4 0 2 0 Betts rf 110 0 

P.AIvrz dh 3 12 2 Swihartlf 3 12 1 

M.Mchdo ss 4 0 10 Bntndi If-cf 5 2 2 3 

Vielmass 0 0 0 0 H.Rmirz lb 5 2 2 3 

A.Jones Cf 4 0 10 J.Mrtin dh 5 13 2 

Gentry cf 0 0 0 0 Devers3b 5 0 0 0 

C.Davis lb 4 12 0 Brdly J cf-rf 3 0 10 

Beckham 2b 4 0 0 0 Leon c 4 110 

SiSCO C 4 0 0 1 Holt 2b 4 12 0 

Vlencia3b 4 0 0 0 Lin SS 4 12 0 

Sntnderrf 3 110 

Totals 34 3 9 3 Totals 391015 9 
Baltimore 000 020 001- 3 

Boston 301 401 lOx-10 

E—M.Machado 2 (2), Valencia (1). DP- 
Baltimore 2, Boston 2. LOB—Baltimore 5, 
Boston 7. 2B—Mancini (2), C.Davis (1), 
Santander (3), Swihart (1), Benintendi 
(3), H.Ramirez (3), Holt (1). HR-P.AIvarez 

(2) , H.Ramirez (3), J.Martinez (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Cobb L.0-1 3% 10 8 7 1 0 

Castro 2 3 1111 

Hart l'A 2 10 0 1 

Givens 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Boston 

Velazquez W,2-0 5 6 2 2 1 5 

Kelly 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Walden S,l-1 3 3 110 3 

T—3:05. A—33,584 (37,731). 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


The Pittsburgh Pirates’ Corey Dickerson watches after hitting a bunt 
single to score Starling Marte during the ninth inning on Saturday 
against the Marlins in Miami. The Pirates won l-O. 


Padres 5, Giants 4 

San Francisco San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Jcksn cf 5 0 11 Pirela If 5 12 1 

Panik2b 4 0 2 0 Galvisss 5 12 0 

McCtchn rf 2 11 1 Renfroe rf 3 113 

Posey lb 4 0 0 0 Vllnva3b-lb2 1 1 1 

Hundley c 4 110 Headley lb 3 0 0 0 

Lngoria3b 4 12 2 Cimberp 0 0 0 0 

G.Hrnanlf 3 0 10 Cordr ph-cf 1 0 10 

Blanco ph 0 0 0 0 Spnbr2b-3b4 0 10 

Pence ph-lf 1 0 0 0 Szczurcf 4 0 10 

B. Crwfrss 3 110 Maton p 0 0 0 0 

D.HIInd p 2 0 0 0 Hand p 0 0 0 0 

Morontap 1 0 0 0 Ellis c 3 110 

Osich p 0 0 0 0 Richard p 10 0 0 

Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 Asje ph-2b 3 0 10 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 

P.Jhnsn p 0 0 0 0 

Tmlnson ph 1 0 0 0 

Totals 34 4 9 4 Totals 34 511 5 

San Francisco 000 310 000—4 

San Diego 200 010 20x-5 

E—Longoria (3). DP—San Francisco 1, 
San Diego 1. LOB—San Francisco 6, San Di¬ 
ego 10. 2B—Longoria (4), Pirela 2 (6). 3B- 
Panik (1), B.Crawford (1). HR—McCutchen 

(2) , Longoria (2), Renfroe (2), Villanueva 
(4). CS-Panik (1). SF-Renfroe (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Holland VA 6 3 3 2 4 

Moronta 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Osich 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Gearrin L,0-1 BS,2 'A 2 2 2 1 1 

Watson 1 2 0 0 0 2 

Johnson 1 00001 

San Diego 

Richard 5 7 4 4 3 3 

Cimber W,l-1 2 1 0 0 0 3 

Maton H,1 % 1 0 0 0 1 

Hand S.6-7 MO 0 0 0 4 

Osich pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
Gearrin pitched to 3 batters in the 7th 
T—2:59. A—41,117 (42,445). 

Phillies 9, Rays 4 

Philadelphia Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C. Hrnan 2b 5 111 M.Smith If 4 12 0 

C.Sntnalb 4 111 Gomez dh 4 0 0 0 

O.Hrrracf 5 0 3 1 Krmaiercf 4 2 2 0 

Hoskins dh 5 111 Cron lb 3 0 12 
N.WIIms rf 5 2 2 0 Wendle2b 3 110 
Kingery If 5 12 2 M.Duffy3b 3 0 11 

Franco 3b 2 10 1 Dan.Rbr ph 0 0 0 0 

Alfaro c 4 0 10 W.Ramosc 4 0 10 

J.Crwfr SS 3 2 2 2 Hchvrrass 3 0 0 1 

Field rf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 38 913 9 Totals 31 4 8 4 

Philadelphia 060 120 000-9 

Tampa Bay 000 201 001-4 

E-Archer (1). DP-Philadelphia 3, 
Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Philadelphia 6, Tam¬ 
pa Bay 5. 2B-N.Williams (2), Kingery 2 
(6), J.Crawford (2), Kiermaier (1), Wendle 

(3) , M.Duffy (2). HR—J.Crawford (2). SF- 
Franco (2), Cron (1), Hechavarria (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Arrieta W,l-0 &A 7 3 2 2 1 

Arano M 0 0 0 0 3 

Hutchison 1 11110 

Tampa Bay 

Archer L,1-1 4 8 7 7 2 2 

Pruitt 5 5 2 2 1 1 

WP-Pruitt. T—2:46. A-20,934 (42,735). 


Nationals 6, Rockies 2 

Colorado Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu 2b 4 0 0 0 T.Trnerss 4 0 10 

Parra If 3 10 0 Difo 2b 4 12 1 

Blckmon cf 4 112 Harper rf 3 12 0 

C.Gnzal rf 4 0 0 0 M.Adams lb 4 0 0 0 

Desmond lb 3 0 0 0 Madson p 0 0 0 0 

Rusinp 0 0 0 0 Dlittle p 0 0 0 0 

Story ss 3 0 0 0 Wietersc 4 2 2 2 

McMahon 3b 3 0 1 0 M.Tylorcf 4 111 

Wolters C 2 0 0 0 Mo.Srra If 4 0 12 

J.Grayp 2 0 0 0 Rynolds3b 4 0 10 

Snztelap 0 0 0 0 Schrzerp 2 0 10 

Valaikalb 1 0 0 0 Zmrmnph-lbl 110 
Totals 29 2 2 2 Totals 34 612 6 

Colorado 200 000 000-2 

Washington 000 104 10x-6 

E—C.Gonzalez (1). DP—Colorado 1. 

LOB—Colorado 2, Washington 7.2B—Harp¬ 
er (1), Mo.Sierra (2). HR—Blackmon (5), 
Wieters (1). SB-T.Turner (6), Harper (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Gray L,l-3 &A 8 5 5 1 6 

Senzatela 'A 2 110 0 

Rusin 2 2 0 0 2 1 

Washington 

Scherzer W,3-l 7 1 2 2 1 11 

Madson 1 10 0 11 

Doolittle 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Senzatela pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
WP-Rusin. T—2:53. A-31,700 (41,313). 


Cardinals 6, Reds 1 


St. Louis 


r h bi 


Cincinnati 


r hbi 


Phamcf 4 2 3 1 Hmilton cf ‘ 

DeJongss 4 0 0 0 Perazass 3 0 0 0 

Mrtinezlb 3 0 11 Florop 0 0 0 0 
Ozuna If 3 0 0 1 Msoraco ph 1 0 10 

Y.Mlinac 4 0 0 0 R.lglssp 0 0 0 0 

Bader rf 4 110 Vottolb 4 0 0 0 

Munoz 3b 4 0 0 0 Gennett2b 4 0 3 0 

G.Grcia2b 4 3 3 3 Duvall If 3 0 10 

Mikolas p 3 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 111 

G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 Ervin rf 2 0 10 

Wongph 0 0 0 0 Pnnngtn3b 4 0 0 0 

Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 Fnneganp 10 0 0 

Brice p 10 0 0 

Blndinoss 2 0 0 0 

Totals 33 6 8 6 Totals 33 1 7 1 

St. Louis 110 211 000-6 

Cincinnati 000 010 000—1 

DP—St. Louis 1, Cincinnati 1. LOB—St. 
Louis 7, Cincinnati 8. 2B—Pham (3), Mar¬ 
tinez (3), G.Garcia (2). HR-G.Garcia 2 (2), 
Barnhart (2). SB-Pham 2 (5), Bader (1). 
SF—Ozuna (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Mikolas W,2-0 7 4 1 1 2 4 

Holland 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Hicks 1 2 0 0 1 1 

Cincinnati 

Finnegan L,0-1 A'A 6 5 5 4 4 

Brice M2 110 4 

Flora 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Iglesias 1 0 0 0 1 1 

HBP-by Iglesias (Wong). T-2:43. A- 
19,213 (42,319). 
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MLB 


Red Sox off to best start in 118-year history 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


The Red Sox’s Hanley Ramirez, left, celebrates his two-run home run that also drove 
in Andrew Benintendi, right, during the first inning of Saturday’s game against the 
Baltimore Orioles in Boston. The Red Sox won 10-3. 


Boston improves to 12-2 
with win over Baltimore 

By Ken Powtak 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Red Sox rookie manager 
Alex Cora cracked a smile when asked how 
he felt when he learned it was the best start 
in team history. 

“I just heard it for the first time,” Cora 
said after Boston beat the Baltimore Ori¬ 
oles 10-3 on Saturday to get to 12-2. 

In 118 years, the Red Sox had never 
reached 10 games over .500 that soon. Only 
once — in 1918 — had Boston started 11-2. 

“I’ve been saying it for a while — we’ve 
been playing good baseball for a while, 
regardless of spring training,” Cora said. 
“We’re playing clean and fast and pitching. 
We’re proud of what they’re doing.” 

Hanley Ramirez hit a two-run homer 
and drove in three runs, Andrew Ben¬ 
intendi had a two-run single and an RBI 
double, and J.D. Martinez homered for the 
Red Sox. 

“Our offense is doing what it’s doing, and 
our pitching and our defense is consistent. 
We’re dangerous,” Benintendi said. 

Alex Cobb (0-1) was roughed up in his 
Orioles debut, giving up eight runs — 
seven earned — in 3% innings. He signed 
a $57-million, 4-year deal as a free agent 
on March 21 after spending all 11 years 
of his professional career in Tampa Bay’s 
organization. 

“Just a little rusty,” Orioles manager 
Buck Showalter said. “Physically, he’s in 
good shape. He’s only going to get better. 
Tough conditions and a really good-hitting 
club swinging the bat well right now.” 

Pedro Alvarez had a two-run homer for 
Baltimore, which has lost four of five. 

Cobb felt he was ready and gave credit to 
Boston’s hitters. 

“We did all we could do,” he said. “There 

Roundup 


is no replicating this. This is the best team 
in the world hitting right now, and you’re 
never going to get ready for that.” 

Hector Velazquez (2-0) gave up two runs 
in five innings. Marcus Walden pitched the 


final three innings for his first big-league 
save. 

The Red Sox started fast as they’ve done 
frequently this season. They scored three 
in the first before making an out. 


Our offense is doing 
what it’s doing, and our 
pitching and our defense 
is consistent. We’re 
dangerous. ’ 

Andrew Benintendi 

Boston Red Sox outfielder 


Mookie Betts opened with a walk and 
raced around to score on Benintendi’s dou¬ 
ble off the Green Monster, sliding ahead of 
a relay throw. 

Ramirez then followed with his homer 
into the Monster seats, making it 3-0. 

Martinez homered into Baltimore’s bull¬ 
pen in the third. 

Boston broke it open and chased Cobb 
with four more, making it 8-0 in the fourth. 
Benintendi hit his two-run single. Ramirez 
added an RBI double and scored on short¬ 
stop Manny Machando’s throwing error 
— his second of the game. 

“We’re doing everything right and hav¬ 
ing fun,” Ramirez said. 

Eager to go: Ramirez was back in the 
lineup after missing Friday’s game with 
a bruised right wrist from getting hit by a 
pitch a night earlier. 

“He actually beat me to the ballpark. 
That’s a good sign,” Cora joked. 

Switch, no problem: Jackie Bradley Jr. 
usually is Boston’s center fielder. When 
Betts got hurt, he moved to right and made 
a headlong diving grab on Adam Jones’ 
liner. 

“Just saw it was pretty low and the only 
way I was going to catch it was if I left my 
feet,” he said. 

Pick six: The Red Sox have scored six or 
more runs in six straight games. 

“We’ve got a lot of sluggers in that line¬ 
up,” Cora said. 


Brewers put stop to Mets’ nine-game winning streak 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — After rolling 
along for nearly two weeks, the 
New York Mets met their match 
on the mound. 

Chase Anderson breezed into 
the seventh inning on a windy 
Fireworks Night at Citi Field, and 
the Milwaukee Brewers stopped 
New York’s nine-game winning 
streak with a 5-1 win Saturday. 

“Chase was outstanding,” Brew¬ 
ers manager Craig Counsell said. 
“He pitched a beautiful game.” 

Jonathan Villar sliced a three- 
run homer inside the foul pole 
and Jett Bandy also went deep 
against Matt Harvey as Milwau¬ 
kee finally cooled off the Mets 
(11-2) and improved to 6-2 away 
from home. Slumping shortstop 
Orlando Arcia came off the bench 
and homered in the ninth inning. 

The only bad news for the 
banged-up Brewers: Ryan Braun 
was removed as a precaution in 
the fifth with back tightness. 

“It was locked up the whole 
game,” Braun explained. 

Asked if the cold weather was 
a factor, the slugger said: “Every¬ 
body deals with it, so it’s just part 
of April baseball.” 



Frank Franklin ll/AP 


The Milwaukee Brewers’ Chase 
Anderson throws during the 
first inning of Saturday’s game 
against the Mets in New York. 

Diamondbacks 9, Dodgers 1: 

A. J. Pollock homered twice while 
Paul Goldschmidt and Alex Avila 
also went deep and visiting Ari¬ 
zona beat Los Angeles. 

Arizona has beaten the Dodg¬ 


ers five times this season and in 
11 consecutive regular-season 
games dating to August 2017. 

Pirates 1, Marlins 0: Corey 
Dickerson’s bunt single in the 
ninth inning scored the only run 
and visiting Pittsburgh edged 
Miami. 

Brad Ziegler (0-3) retired the 
first batter in the Pittsburgh ninth 
before Starling Marte reached on 
a bunt hit. Josh Bell followed with 
a single that sent Marte to third. 

Dickerson popped up a bunt 
that landed between Ziegler and 
second baseman Starlin Castro, 
allowing Marte to score. Dicker- 
son is 16-for-36 (.444) with nine 
RBIs during a nine-game hitting 
streak. 

Phillies 9, Rays 4: Jake Arrieta 
won his first game for Philadel¬ 
phia and rookies J.P Crawford and 
Scott Kingery drove in two runs 
each against host Tampa Bay. 

It was the fifth straight win for 
the Phillies. 

Cardinals 6, Reds 1: Cincin¬ 
nati sunk to its worst start since 
1931, losing its seventh in a row 
when Greg Garcia hit two home 
runs to lead visiting St. Louis. 

The Reds fell to a major league- 


worst 2-12. The Cardinals have 
won three in a row. 

Cubs 14, Braves 10: Javy 
Baez had a three-run double as 
Chicago scored nine times in the 
eighth inning on just three hits in 
cold, wet and windy conditions at 
Wrigley Field. 

The Cubs trailed 9-1 in the 
third inning, were still down 10- 
2 in the sixth and went into the 
eighth behind 10-5. Chicago then 
used five walks, two hit batters, 
an error and a wild pitch to come 
back against four Atlanta reliev¬ 
ers — all nine runs scored after 
there were two outs. 

Rangers 6, Astros 5 (10): 
Ronald Guzman’s first career 
homer tied the game in the eighth 
inning, and he put visiting Texas 
ahead with an infield single in the 
10th as the Rangers rallied from 
five runs down to beat Houston. 

The Astros have lost three of 
four after starting the season 9-2. 

Padres 5, Giants 4: Hunter 
Renfroe hit a go-ahead, two-run 
homer in the seventh, an inning 
after his outfield assist prevented 
a run from scoring, and host San 
Diego beat San Francisco. 

Renfroe lined a shot to left off 


Cory Gearrin (0-1), his second. 
Freddy Galvis was aboard on a 
leadoff single. Renfroe finished 
with three RBIs. 

Nationals 6, Rockies 2: Max 
Scherzer dominated after an 
early hiccup, striking out 11 and 
retiring his final 20 batters as 
host Washington stopped a three- 
game skid. 

Scherzer (3-1) issued a one- 
out walk in the first and Charlie 
Blackmon followed with a home 
run. That was all the Rockies 
managed in seven innings against 
Scherzer, who has won the last 
two NL Cy Young Awards. 

Angels 5, Royals 3: Mike 
Trout, Justin Upton and Luis Val- 
buena homered as visiting Los 
Angeles won its seventh straight, 
beating Kansas City as snow fell 
during the final innings. 

Trout hit his AL-leading sixth 
homer, a two-run drive in the 
fifth off Jakob Junis (2-1). 

Mariners 10, Athletics 8: Jean 
Segura hit a three-run homer, 
Mitch Haniger, Kyle Seager and 
Daniel Vogelbach all added solo 
shots, and Seattle battered Oak¬ 
land pitching for 17 hits in the host 
Mariners’ win over the Athletics. 
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Randy L. Rasmussen/AP 

New Orleans forward Anthony Davis dunks against the Trail Blazers during the first half of Saturday’s 
game in Portland, Ore. Davis had 35 points, 14 rebounds and four blocks as the Pelicans’ won Game 1 
of their first-round playoff series 97-95. 


Roundup 

Pelicans 


upset Trail Blazers 



Ben Margot/AP 


Golden State’s Kevin Durant, right, drives against the San Antonio 
Spurs’ Manu Ginobili during Game 1 of their first-round playoff 
series on Saturday, in Oakland, Calif. The Warriors won 113-92. 


Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Anthony 
Davis stole the show and the New 
Orleans Pelicans stole home- 
court advantage from the Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers. 

Davis had 35 points, 14 re¬ 
bounds and four blocks, Jrue 
Holiday and Rajon Rondo won 
the backcourt battle, and the Peli¬ 
cans held on for a 97-95 victory on 
Saturday night in Game 1 of their 
Western Conference first-round 
series. 

Holiday added 21 points, out¬ 
playing both Damian Lillard 
and CJ McCollum, and had a big 
blocked shot in the closing sec¬ 
onds as New Orleans escaped 
after Portland erased almost all 
of a 19-point deficit. 

“It’s the playoffs,” Holiday said 
of his final block. “A lot of excite¬ 
ment and a lot of energy especial¬ 
ly in the building. Obviously, that 
was a really big stop and at that 
moment it felt good to get a stop. It 
felt good to know that all the hard 
work we put in this game, we got 
the win, so we did a really good 
job at that.” 

Rondo finished with 17 assists, 
eight rebounds and six points. 

Warriors 113, Spurs 92: At 

Oakland, Calif., Kevin Durant 
helped the defending champi¬ 
ons get defensive in a hurry, 
finishing with 24 points, eight 
rebounds and seven assists as 
Golden State returned to form at 
playoff time to beat cold-shooting 
San Antonio. 

Durant, Draymond Green and 
Klay Thompson took charge in 
Game 1 of the first-round series 
to elevate the Warriors’ intensity 


at last playing without fellow All- 
Star and injured two-time MVP 
Stephen Curry, sidelined since 
March 23 with a sprained left 
knee. 

Rudy Gay led the Spurs with 
15 points off the bench as leading 
scorer LaMarcus Aldridge was 
limited to 14 points on 5-for-12 
shooting. 

Raptors 114, Wizards 106: 

Serge Ibaka had 23 points and 
12 rebounds, Delon Wright 
scored 11 of his 18 points in the 
fourth quarter, and host Toronto 
snapped a 10-game losing streak 
in playoff series openers by beat¬ 


ing Washington. 

DeMar DeRozan added 17 
points, C. J. Miles and OG Anuno- 
by each had 12, and Kyle Lowry 
had 11 points and nine assists for 
the Raptors, whose only previous 
victory in the opening game of a 
playoff series came in the second 
round against Philadelphia in 
2001. 

Toronto entered having lost an 
NBA-worst 10 consecutive Game 
Is since, including six at home. 

John Wall had 23 points and 
15 assists for the Wizards, while 
Markieff Morris had 22 points 
and 11 rebounds. 


Scoreboard 


First round 76ers 130, Heat 103 


(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Toronto 1, Washington 0 
Toronto 114, Washington 106 
Tuesday: at Toronto 
Friday, April 20: at Washington 
Sunday, April 22: at Washington 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Toronto 
x- Friday, April 27: at Washington 
x-Sunday, April 29: at Toronto 
Milwaukee vs. Boston 
Sunday: at Boston 
Tuesday: at Boston 
AFN-Sports: 2:00 a.m. Wednesday 
CET; 9 a.m. SaturdayJKT 

Friday, April 20: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports: 3:30 a.m. Saturday CET; 
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Sunday, April 22: at Milwaukee 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Boston 
x-Thursday, April 26: at Milwaukee 
x-Saturday, April 28: at Boston 
Philadelphia 1, Miami 0, 
Philadelphial30, Miami 103 
Monday: at Philadelphia 
AFN-Sports: 2 a.m. Tuesday CET; 9 
a.m. Tuesday JKT 

Thursday, April 19: at Miami 
AFN-Sports: 1:00 a.m. Friday CET; 8 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Saturday, April 21: at Miami 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Philadelphia 
x-Thursday, April 26: at Miami 
x-Saturday, April 28: at Philadelphia 
Indiana at Cleveland 
Sunday: at Cleveland 
Wednesday: at Cleveland 
AFN-Sports: 1 a.m. Thursday CET; 8 
a.m. JKT 

Friday, April 20: at Indiana 
AFN-Sports: 1 a.m. Saturday CET; 8 

а. m. Saturday JKT 

Sunday, April 22: at Indiana 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Cleveland 
x-Friday, April 27: at Indiana 
x-Sunday, April 29: at Cleveland 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Houston vs. Minnesota 
Sunday: at Houston 
Wednesday: at Houston 
AFN-Sports: 3:30 a.m. Thursday 
CET; 10:30 a.m. JKT 

Saturday, April 21: at Minnesota 
Monday, April 23: at Minnesota 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Houston 
x-Friday, April 27: at Minnesota 
x-Sunday, April 29: at Houston 
Golden State 1, San Antonio 0 
Golden State 113, San Antonio 92 
Monday: at Golden State 
AFN-Sports: 4:30 a.m. Tuesday CET; 
11:30 a.m. JKT 

Thursday, April 19: at San Antonio 
AFN-Sports: 3:30 a.m. Friday CET; 
10:30 a.m. JKT 

Sunday, April 22: at San Antonio 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Golden State 
x-Thursday, April 26: at San Antonio 
x-Saturday, April 28: at Golden State 
New Orleans 1, Portland 0 
New Orleans 97, Portland 92 
Tuesday: at Portland 
AFN-Sports: 4:30 a.m. Wednesday 
CET; 11:30 a.m. JKT 

Thursday, April 19: at New Orleans 
Saturday, April 21: at New Orleans 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Portland 
x-Thursday, April 26: at New Orleans 
x-Saturday, April 28: at Portland 
Oklahoma City vs. Utah 
Sunday: at Oklahoma City 
Wednesday: at Oklahoma City 
Saturday, April 21: at Utah 
Monday, April 23: at Utah 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Oklaho¬ 
ma City 

x-Friday, April 27: at Utah 
x-Sunday, April 29: at Oklahoma City 

Saturday 

Pelicans 97, Trail Blazers 92 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 2-4 0-0 4, 
Mirotic 6-15 0-0 16, A.Davis 14-26 7-9 35, 
Rondo 3-9 0-0 6, Holiday 10-20 0-1 21, Hill 
1-2 0-0 3, Miller 0-1 0-0 0, Diallo 1-4 0-0 2, 
Clark 4-5 0-0 10. Totals 41-86 7-10 97. 

PORTLAND - Turner 6-15 0-0 13, Aminu 

3-7 0-0 7, Nurkic 3-7 5-5 11, Lillard 6-23 2-2 
18, McCollum 7-18 1-1 19, E.Davis 3-6 0-2 

б, Collins 3-8 1-2 8, Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, Na¬ 
pier 3-7 0-0 6, Baldwin IV 0-0 0-0 0, Con- 
naughton 3-7 0-0 7. Totals 37-98 9-12 95. 

New Orleans 21 24 30 22-97 

Portland 18 18 27 32-95 

Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 8-24 
(Mirotic 4-10, Clark 2-2, Hill 1-2, Holiday 
1-5, Rondo 0-1, Miller 0-1, Moore 0-1, 
A.Davis 0-2), Portland 12-39 (Lillard 4-9, 
McCollum 4-10, Collins 1-4, Turner 1-4, 
Connaughton 1-4, Aminu 1-5, Napier 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New 
Orleans 49 (A.Davis 14), Portland 52 
(E.Davis 13). Assists—New Orleans 26 
(Rondo 17), Portland 17 (Lillard 7). Total 
Fouls—New Orleans 17, Portland 15. A— 
19,882 (19,393). 


MIAMI - Richardson 1-7 2-2 4, 
J.Johnson 5-9 1-2 13, Whiteside 1-4 0-0 
2, Dragic 4-14 4-5 15, T.Johnson 2-6 4-4 
9, Winslow 4-8 1-3 9, Babbitt 0-0 0-0 0, 
Olynyk 9-13 4-7 26, Adebayo 2-3 2-4 6, 
Ellington 2-5 0-0 6, McGruder 1-2 0-0 2, 
Wade 4-7 3-4 11. Totals 35-78 21-31 103. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 3-8 1-2 
9, Saric 8-15 0-0 20, A.Johnson 1-7 0-0 2, 
Simmons 5-13 7-10 17, Redick 8-13 8-8 28, 
Holmes 0-0 0-0 0, Ilyasova 7-15 0-0 17, Mc¬ 
Connell 1-1 0-0 2, Fultz 1-4 3-4 5, Belinelli 
9-17 3-5 25, Korkmaz 1-1 0-0 3, Anderson 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 45-95 22-29 130. 

Miami 35 25 18 25-103 

Philadelphia 29 27 34 40-130 

Three-Point Goals-Miami 12-26 

(Olynyk 4-5, Dragic 3-4, J.Johnson 2-2, El¬ 
lington 2-5, T.Johnson 1-3, McGruder 0-1, 
Winslow 0-2, Richardson 0-4), Philadel¬ 
phia 18-28 (Redick 4-6, Saric 4-6, Belinelli 

4-7, Ilyasova 3-4, Covington 2-4, Korkmaz 
1-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 42 (Winslow, Olynyk 7), Philadelphia 
50 (Ilyasova 14). Assists-Miami 25 (Win¬ 
slow 5), Philadelphia 34 (Simmons 14). 
Total Fouls—Miami 25, Philadelphia 23. 
A—20,617 (21,600). 


Raptors 114, Wizards 106 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 4-7 0-0 9, 
Morris 9-15 3-3 22, Gortat 6-9 0-0 12, Wall 

6- 20 8-10 23, Beal 8-17 1-1 19, Satoransky 
0-3 2-2 2, Oubre Jr. 1-4 0-0 3, Scott 7-10 0-0 
14, Mahinmi 0-0 2-2 2, Frazier 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-86 16-18 106. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 5-9 0-0 12, Ibaka 
8-11 4-4 23, Valanciunas 4-6 1-2 9, Lowry 
4-9 2-2 11, DeRozan 6-17 3-4 17, Powell 0-1 
0-0 0, Miles 4-8 0-0 12, Siakam 2-5 4-4 9, 
Nogueira 0-0 1-2 1, Poeltl 1-1 0-0 2, Wright 

7- 10 1-2 18. Totals 41-77 16-20 114. 

Washington 23 36 26 21-106 

Toronto 28 27 31 28-114 

Three-Point Goals—Washington 8-21 
(Wall 3-5, Beal 2-6, Oubre Jr. 1-2, Porter 
Jr. 1-3, Morris 1-4, Satoransky 0-1), To¬ 
ronto 16-30 (Miles 4-7, Ibaka 3-4, Wright 
3-4, Anunoby 2-4, DeRozan 2-5, Siakam 
1-2, Lowry 1-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Washington 35 (Morris 11), To¬ 
ronto 38 (Ibaka 12). Assists—Washington 
29 (Wall 15), Toronto 26 (Lowry 9). Total 
Fouls—Washington 21, Toronto 18. A— 
19,937 (19,800). 


Warriors 113, Spurs 92 

SAN ANTONIO - Da.Green 2-5 0-0 6, 
Anderson 0-2 0-0 0, Aldridge 5-12 4-4 14, 
Murray 3-6 2-2 8, Mills 2-5 0-0 5, Gay 5-12 
3-4 15, Bertans 0-4 4-5 4, Lauvergne 1-1 0- 
0 2, Gasol 3-5 0-0 6, White 3-6 0-0 7, Parker 
1-8 0-0 2, Forbes 4-8 5-7 14, Ginobili 3-6 1-2 
9. Totals 32-80 19-24 92. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-17 5-5 24, 
Dr.Green 5-13 0-1 12, McGee 5-7 5-6 15, 
Iguodala 1-4 0-2 3, Thompson 11-13 0-0 
27, West 2-3 0-0 4, Looney 3-5 0-0 6, Bell 1- 
3 1-2 3, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 4-6 3-4 
11, Cook 2-7 1-2 5, Young 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 
44-81 15-22 113. 

San Antonio 17 24 22 29- 92 

Golden State 28 29 29 27-113 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 9-22 
(Ginobili 2-2, Gay 2-4, Da.Green 2-4, White 
1-2, Mills 1-2, Forbes 1-4, Parker 0-1, Ber¬ 
tans 0-3), Golden State 10-22 (Thompson 

5-6, Dr.Green 2-6, Iguodala 1-2, Young 1-2, 
Durant 1-4, Cook 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 30 (Gay 6), 
Golden State 51 (Dr.Green, Durant 8). As¬ 
sists—San Antonio 19 (Gasol 4), Golden 
State 32 (Dr.Green 11). Total Fouls—San 
Antonio 20, Golden State 18. Technicals— 
Thompson. A-19,596 (19,596). 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


Raptors guard Kyle Lowry 
scores past Washington Wizards 
forward Otto Porter Jr. during 
Saturday’s game in Toronto. 
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Sixers soar over Heat without hurt Embiid 



Chris Szagola/AP 


The 76ers’ Ben Simmons goes up for a dunk during the first half 
in Game 1 of a first-round series against the Heat on Saturday in 
Philadelphia. Simmons scored 17 points in a 130-103 victory. 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Joel Em¬ 
biid used some body english as 
he scampered down the baseline 
and tried to will Marco Belinelli’s 
off-balance three-pointer through 
the net. 

Belinelli buried it, because of 
course he would. Even the wild 
ones go in of late for the Sixers. 

With their injured Embiid on 
the bench, the 76ers proved one 
more time in their biggest game 
in six years they can romp with¬ 
out their All-Star. Embiid wore 
a white mask as he rang a min¬ 
iature Liberty Bell — then the 
Miami Heat got their bell rung in 
Game 1 of the first-round series. 

Ben Simmons had 17 points, 
14 assists and nine rebounds in 
his playoff debut, and the Sixers 
rolled to a 130-103 victory on Sat¬ 
urday night for their 17th straight 
win. 

“I feel this group has some¬ 
thing special in it,” coach Brett 
Brown said. 

Led by four each from JJ Redick 
and Belinelli, the 76ers hit a team 
playoff-record 18 three-pointers 
(on 28 attempts). 

The Sixers have stormed 
through the NBA since mid- 
March and the Heat were just an¬ 
other victim in a winning streak 
that includes nine straight with¬ 
out Embiid. 

He was a spectator because of 
a broken orbital bone around his 
left eye and has remained hope¬ 
ful from the outset he can return 
early in the series. The Sixers 
could end this one in a hurry with 
Embiid back in the lineup. 

Simmons helped compensate 
for his absence and dished and 
dazzled in the paint. 


The Heat also had no answer for 
Sixers super subs Ersan Ilyasova 
and Belinelli; the duo combined to 
hit four three-pointers in the third 
quarter that helped shift the tone 
from physical and foul-filled to a 
long-distance game that allowed 
the Sixers to put away this one. 
They used a 15-0 run in the third 
in their first postseason game in 
five seasons under Brown to get 
the rout rolling. 

Brown, who won champion¬ 
ships as an assistant in San Anto¬ 
nio, won 47 games his first three 
seasons as the Sixers underwent 
the Process — and 52, plus Game 
1 this season. 

“The NBA playoffs is the great¬ 
est professor you’ve ever had,” he 
said. 

The 76ers aced their first test. 

Redick, who said he briefly 
lost vision in his left eye follow¬ 
ing a hard fall early in the game, 
scored 28 points to lead the Six¬ 
ers, who host Game 2 on Monday. 
Belinelli had 25 and Ilyasova 17. 

Embiid ditched the black mask 
he’s been wearing in light shoot¬ 
ing drills for a white “Phantom of 
the Opera” mask to ring the cere¬ 
monial Liberty Bell before tipoff. 

The Sixers crowd roared as 
Embiid, the self-proclaimed 
“Phantom of the Process,” waved 
his arms toward the crowd and 
exhorted them to get louder. Six¬ 
ers fans started tailgating in the 
sports complex about seven hours 
before tipoff and one group post¬ 
ed a sign on their tent that read 
“Saturdays Are For The Pro¬ 
cess.” The Sixers had a blue-out 
and gave away free T-shirts in 
preparation of their first playoff 
game since 2012. 

“There is a gratitude that I 
have, we have. Finally, here we 


are and our fans genuinely have 
something to be proud of with 
us,” Brown said. 

The Game 1 victory sure didn’t 
surprise Embiid. 

He had already mapped out the 
76ers’ road to an NBA champion¬ 
ship on his Instagram feed. 

“It’s about that time!!! #Play- 
offs #PhantomofTheProcess 

Embiid posted a photo burst of 
teams in order of a potential road 
toward a Process title. He started 
with the Heat, followed by Bos¬ 
ton, then a picture of him hugging 
Cleveland’s LeBron James, and 
ending with Embiid looking at 
Golden State’s Draymond Green. 

The Heat would swipe left on 
the collage. 

For a half, the Heat got what 
they needed against one of the 
NBA’s toughest teams and James 
Johnson and Kelly Olynyk helped 
them take a 60-56 lead at the 
break. Olynyk led the Heat with 
26 points. 

The Sixers, who set an NBA 
record with 16 straight wins to 
end the season, got the rout in 
full swing with a raucous crowd 
behind them. The Heat shot 26 
percent in the third and were out- 
scored 34-18. 

“We all felt good going into the 
second half and they kind of un¬ 
leashed a fury of tough shots,” 
Olynyk said. 

Simmons assisted on Ilyasova’s 
three and then hit a jumper for a 
66-63 lead. Dario Saric, who the 
Sixers waited for two years to 
come over while he played over¬ 
seas, also buried a three off an 
assist from Simmons. Simmons 
made a statue out of Olynyk, 
crossing him up and busting 
through for a two-handed slam 
that brought down the house. 


All that was left was the “Trust 
the Process!” chants and they 
rang out inside the Wells Fargo 
Center once Saric buried a three 


in the fourth for a 109-87 lead. 

“The atmosphere was amaz¬ 
ing,” Simmons said. 

So were the Sixers. 


One: James aiming to break the mold for NBA players in their 30s 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“It doesn’t seem like he gets old,” said 
Philadelphia 76ers coach Brett Brown. 
“He just doesn’t go away.” 

While Cleveland’s season was highly ir¬ 
regular, James had another brilliant one. 

He averaged 27.5 points — his highest 
total since 2010 — and established ca¬ 
reer-highs in assists (9.1), rebounds (8.6) 
and played the full slate of games for the 
first time. He led the league in total points, 
minutes played, surpassed 30,000 career 
points, recorded 18 triple-doubles and was 
the league’s second-leading scorer in the 
fourth quarter (7.5 points). 

The three-time champion also extended 
his record of scoring at least 10 points to 
873 games, a mark once owned by Michael 
Jordan (862), the player James has spent 
his entire adulthood being compared to and 
the one he has equaled on many measures. 

Jordan was not done at 33, winning three 
more titles. But his game aged differently. 
Jordan relied more on jumpers as he got 
older and ceded tough defensive assign¬ 
ments to other Bulls. James continues to 
take over games physically, particularly 
late, and he never hesitates to defend the 
opponents’ toughest scorers. And the Bulls 
never counted on their general to rebound or 
dish out assists as the Cavs lean on James. 

James has done it all amid a strange, 
soap-opera-like season for Cleveland, 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Cavaliers forward LeBron James is 
undefeated in opening series, a perfect 
12-0 since making his playoff debut with 
the Cavaliers back in 2006. He’s 48-7 in 
the first round, and his teams in Miami 
and Cleveland have ripped off 21 straight 
victories, a winning streak that stretches 
to 2012 with the Heat. 

which endured injuries, illnesses, trades 
and tribulations. 

“As the Land Turns is what I call it,” 
said Cavs coach Tyronn Lue, who returned 
from an illness just last week. 

Following Wednesday’s regular-season 
finale, James stamped this as-yet-unfin- 
ished season a personal triumph. 

“It’s the best I’ve felt all season and I’ve 
got the numbers to back it up and I’ve got 
the wins to back it up as well,” he said. “I’ve 


just tried to be available to my teammates 
every single night and do everything that I 
could to win ball games. Either by scoring, 
by rebounding, by defending, by assisting, 
taking charges, whatever the case may be. 
Statistically it all speaks for itself.” 

While amassing those numbers, James 
has seemingly paused the aging process. 
Of course, it helps that he has a nutrition¬ 
ist, personal trainer, masseuse, cryogenic 
chamber and 21st century technology to 
keep him one step ahead of Father Time. 

Cavaliers forward Kendrick Perkins, 
who was drafted in 2003 after James, is 
awed by his friend’s commitment and 
dedication. Perkins was stunned to learn 
James invests upward of $2 million per 
year on his body. 

“It’s crazy. I watch how he takes care of his 
body, I watch how he gets treatment around 
the clock,” said Perkins. “But it shows and 
that’s why he’s able to do what he’s been 
doing at this age. Everybody will be like, 
‘Man, ‘Bron got to be doing something,’ and 
I’m like, ‘No, he actually put in the ground¬ 
work and everything you see is because he 
sacrificed.’ It’s amazing to watch.” 

James isn’t done, not even close, and 
earlier this season he described re-writing 
the narrative that players in their early 30s 
have reached their prime. 

“Hopefully I can break the mold, so 
when the next guy comes, he can still get 


$200 or $300 million and be 33 years old,” 
he said. “I’m serious. This is the mold I’m 
trying to break. It’s not just about me, it’s 
for the next crew. I want it all.” 

And what James wants, he usually gets. 

He has meticulously worked at his craft, 
refining his game, adding weapons. This 
season, James posted a career-high in 
three-pointers, and according to Basket- 
ball-Reference.com, he made a higher per¬ 
centage of shots from beyond 28 feet than 
any player — including Stephen Curry 
— since 2001. 

As far as Brown’s concerned, James is 
the new standard. 

“I don’t see any decline athletically and 
then watch it, the trend that he’s now shoot¬ 
ing and making threes, so you feel that he 
just keeps getting better,” Brown said be¬ 
fore James scored 44 with 11 rebounds and 
11 assists against the Sixers. “The fact that 
he can play that many minutes, that many 
games, seemingly not missing a beat. He 
is amazing. 

“In my opinion, he is the best player to 
have ever played our sport. And he just 
keeps getting better. And I say that with 
tremendous respect to lots of other peo¬ 
ple. That’s a hell of a comment that I don’t 
throw out recklessly. And I just feel like his 
body of work makes me feel very confident 
and comfortable saying that. He’s playing 
arguably his best basketball.” 
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Bruins blast Leafs 

Pastrnak’s six points lift Boston 
to 2-0 series lead » Page 25 



Still 

the 

one 

LeBron defying 
age for another 
run at the Finals 

By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND 

L eBron James emerged from 
a chaotic, complex season un¬ 
scathed — better than ever. 

S t ill the NBA’s undisputed king. 
Despite no longer having Kyrie Irving at 
his side. Despite an injury-riddled season 
in which the Cavaliers’ roster morphed 
twice and despite being surrounded by a 
supporting cast that included rookies and 
just three holdovers from Cleveland teams 
he dragged to three straight NBA Finals, 
James played every game and powered 
through his 15th pro season like it was an¬ 
other helpless defender in the lane. 

By investing millions into maintaining 
his body and with a work ethic that has 
pushed him since childhood, James seems 
intent on challenging basketball’s natural 
cycle of aging. 

At 33, and on the eve of making a run 
at his eighth straight Finals, James is not 
slowing down. He remains the game’s best 
all-around player, most dominant force. 
Still, the one to beat. Still, the player most 
capable of carrying a team to playoff vic¬ 
tories. Still, the most likely player — sorry 
Messrs. Westbrook, Harden, Curry and 
Durant — to make a play that wins a game 
or a series. 

SEE ONE ON PAGE 31 
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■ Sixers roll past Miami 
in opener without injured 
Embiid, Page 31 


Red Sox off to best start in 118 years » MLB, Page 29 













